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DIGITAL ACCESS OF ARCHIVAL HOLDINGS
IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE REPUBLIC OF SRPSKA

Abstract: Basic tasks of the archival profession is to collect, protect, preserve, arrange,
describe, and make archival records it holds accessible to a wide audience in accordance with the
legislative and professional archival criteria. Providing access to archival and historical holdings via
digital accessibility is the next step in the archival profession and starts at a local level and moves
upwards, keeping in mind the sense of a wider, global space of profession, knowledge, and culture.
The Archives of the Republic of Srpska has developed an online repository of archival metadata and
digitized records in order to enable online access to the treasures of the Archives, while adhering to
archival standards at the same time. This enables the accessibility, but also the promotion of archival
treasures as cultural heritage.
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1. The archival holdings in the Archives of the Republic of Srpska

The Archives of the Republic of Srpska is an administrative organization and
a central institution for the protection of the documentary heritage of archival records
in the Republic of Srpska, with the head office in Banjaluka, and regional units in
Doboj, Zvornik, Foca, and Trebinje. It collects, protects, preserves, arranges,
describes, and makes archival records it holds accessible to a wide audience of
researchers and citizens from various backgrounds. Furthermore, it makes a step
forward with providing online digital accessibility of its holdings.

The Archives was established in 1992. Its understructure and background,
however, is not of recent origin, as the Archives incorporated three archival
institutions that were located on the territory of the Republic of Srpska. Its
headquarters was based in the Archives of Bosanska Krajina in Banjaluka (est.
1953), the Regional Archives in Doboj (est. 1954) and the Regional Archives in Foca
(est. 1982). During the year of 2000, it expanded its network and established new
regional offices in Zvornik, Sokolac, and Trebinje.

The Archives holds over five linear kilometers of archival records and nearly
twenty thousand library units (books, periodicals, etc.). Most of it is deposited in the
repositories in Banjaluka. Its historical holdings are composed of archival record
groups (or fonds) and collections spanning from the time of the Austro-Hungary
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(from 1878) to the present, with the exception of older, mostly Oriental language
manuscripts. The provenance structure of the holdings encompasses every major
facet of social life, with creators from the community and municipal to county and
regional levels, including governing bodies, agencies, organizations, associations,
enterprises, and individuals. The Archives is entrusted with the records of many
entities established by the Republic of Srpska, including ministries, agencies, and
companies.

Besides paper documents, the Archives holds an extensive amount of
publications, photographs, posters, and other media. Public archival records are
available to the public after 30 years from its creation. For special parts of the
holdings other rules apply, as defined by laws and bylaws. The Archives of the
Republic of Srpska is also an internationally engaged institution that cooperates with
many regional and foreign archival and other cultural establishments and
associations. The process of digitization of archival material in the Archives has
started several years ago, so new practices and routines have been introduced and
further developed in performing archival work.

2. Access to archival holdings on digital platform

Providing accessibility of archival holdings through an online repository of
archival metadata and digitized records was the goal the Archives of the Republic of
Srpska which has been achieved. The Archives created a digital platform for the
description of archival material called ,,Arhipedija” (,,Apxunenuja” - Archipedia).

The platform is fully functional and accessible to both professionals and
public. The employees of the Archives have been working on the platform
development since 2017, and it was published in 2020. This platform also becomes
the basis for a unique, constant and comprehensive digitization process of archival
materials in the Republic of Srpska. The platform provides access to material
descriptions, selected digitized documents and a collection of photographs. It can be
accessed through the website of the Archives www.arhivrs.org or directly
at www.arhipedija.com.

It is a multi-repository platform, using AtoM, a browsed-based, open-source,
standardized archival description software, also used by many representative archival
and educational institutions around the world. The development process of
,»Arhipedija” was based fully on the enthusiasm of the Archives’ employees, except
for starting support of the translation into the Serbian language that was created with
the efforts of the staff of the National Library of Serbia, which also uses AtoM to
describe its archival collections. Today, the Archives’s platform is featuring over 700
top-level descriptions, seven thousand subordinate entries and a sizeable collection of
digitized records, searchable through both metadata and contents. It is fully
accessible to citizens and researchers and is in an advanced stage of development,
which includes planned and long-term input of data and content. Users can view
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selected descriptions of documentary units kept in the Archives in Banja Luka. The
entry of lower levels and individual documents is in progress, as well as the entry of
descriptions of documentary units, kept in the regional units in Doboj, Foca, Trebinje
and Zvornik. All data can be searchable, not only through descriptions but also
through the content of archival documents with selected digitized materials —
documents and photographs.

The expanded vision set forth new goals. The following steps are expansion,
education, development and permanent online presence. Even though the platform is
generally self-sufficient for the Archives, in the future, support in terms of improving
technical capacity would advance work on the platform, as well as more staff
engagement in order to accelerate the data entry process.

The platform ,,Arhipedija” is now envisioned as a central archival database
that will include a multi-repository description for cultural institutions holding
historical record groups and archival collections, that means not only for all regional
offices of the Archives, but also museums, libraries, and other heritage custodians
holding relevant archival material.

3. Thedigital platform ,,Arhipedija”

The digital platform of the Archives of the Republic of Srpska named
,yArhipedija” is based on AtoM version 2.4.
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Hompage: www.arhipedija.com

AtoM, abbreviation for Access to Memory, is the archival processing
software designed according to International Council on Archives (ICA) standards
and other recognized international standards. It is open-source software, created
during many years of cooperation between archival and IT experts. This software is
easy to use, both for archivists who make entries and for researchers who use these
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entries in their work. It allows archivists to process archives descriptions based on
international standards.
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Selected standards used in the Archives of the Republic of Srpska, in
,»Arhipedija”, are> ISAD (G) 2 (for the description of archival units), ISAAR (CPF)
(for legal and natural persons and other creators of material), ISDIAH (for archival
institutions) and ISDF (for function description). Archivists can enter several
different types of data, but the type of data that is of primary benefit to researchers
are descriptions of archival holdings and collections and their associated
documentary units, as well as digitized materials.

The option to search for archival descriptions takes the user to the page
where, by default, all top-level entries are listed, i.e. funds and collections. Here the
user can see the name of the fund or collection, signature, year schedule and the main
source from the description of the archival material. These entries are arranged
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according to the basic signature, but the user can change the sorting method
(alphabetically, by age, etc.). The user can also use the advanced search option
(search through certain sections or levels of description time period, certain units or
creators, etc.). By entering one of the descriptions, the user is presented with the data
entered so far, classified according to the sections defined by the ISAD (G) standard,
as well as the tree (above) of the structure of higher and lower (corresponding) levels
of description. If there are digital objects related to the descriptions, they are listed
above the descriptions. The user can also search for descriptions according to the
classification of funds: administration and public services, education, political
organizations and others. Searched terms are searched not only through metadata
(titles and descriptions) but also through the textual content of digitized material.
Generally, it is user-friendly and for all the details on using the platform, there is a
link to the user guide posted on the home page.
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4. Conclusion

The Archives of the Republic of Srpska is in the process of digitizing its
archives holdings. It is an ongoing task due to ever-growing archival material. The
Archives made a step forward by providing online accessibility of its holdings by
creating a digital platform and putting it into operation following legislative and
professional standards.

This platform is based on open-source software developed over the years in
collaboration with IT and archival experts and has already been operative in
numerous prominent institutions all over the world. In the Archives, it is used by the
archivists for archival description, researchers to access funds and as the basis for
digitized material. The ground idea is to simplify the procedure for all stakeholders,
and at the same time to increase productivity. Much of this project has already been
done, but still, great work remains, including the ongoing task of digitalization
especially when it comes to sub-level data entry. This new practice set goals for
future following steps that include expansion, education, development and permanent
online presence.

The archival collections in general are all about knowledge, information and
heritage. In the most general sense, sharing cultural heritage is opening up cultural
institutions to the public. In turn, the citizens, researchers and all other interested
parties can access the information they need more easily, engendering a deeper sense
of trust and knowledge. An archival document in its form, text and all other
components is a source of information and evidence of historical processes and most
often a legal instrument for social and private needs. It is also a suitable tool for
various forms of scientific and cultural activities. The archival treasures have been
interpreted in historiography, journalism, literature and other scientific research,
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cultural and educational work. Therefore, there is a constant need of simplifying the
process of accessing and presenting this heritage adhering to the standards. Also,
such practice due to its convenient presentation enlarges knowledge of the content,
encourages public awareness of its value and inspires social responsibility of taking
concrete activities in the comprehensive task of preserving, protecting and nurturing
archive holdings as a prominent cultural heritage.

CaxeTax

ApxuB Penybnuke Cprcke nocjeyje IUrHTaIHy IaThopMy 3a OIHC apXUB-
cke rpale koja Hocu Ha3uB ,,Apxurnenuja’. [Inatrdopma je moTnyHo GyHKIIMOHATTHA U
JOCTYITHA KaKO CTPYLIH TaKO U JaBHOCTH.

Ha pa3Bojy oBe mnatdopme 3anocienu y ApxuBy paae ox 2017. ronune, a
nymTeHa je y pax 2020. OmoryhaBa npucTyn rnojanuma o apXuBckoj rpahu koja ce
yyBa y ApxuBy Peny0nuke Cpricke, a 3aMHILIBEHA j€ U Ka0 LIEHTPAIHO MjeCTO UTH-
TaNM30BaHe apXxWBcKe rpahe Kojy dyBajy W KyJITypHE HHCTUTyIHje y PenmyOmmium
Cprckoj. Ha oBaj HauMH MOCTaBJbEHA j€ U OCHOBA 3a JEJUHCTBEH, KOHTUHYUPAH U
CBEOOyXBaTaH MPOIIEC AUTHTATHM3AIN]E APXUBCKUX MaTepHjaja.

[Tnardpopma omoryhaBa mpuctyn omucuma rpahe, onadpaHuM IUTHUTATH30-
BaHUM JIOKyMEHTHMa U 30mpiu Qotorpaduja. Moxe joj ce NPUCTYNHTH IyTEM
UHTepHeT cTpanune ApxuBa Penyomuke Cpricke Www.arhivrs.org uim TUpeKTHO Ha
anpecy www.arhipedija.com.

[Tnarpopma ,,Apxuneauja” Hactana je Ha ocHOBY coptBepa AtoM (Access to
Memory) Kkoju KOpPUCTE MHOTOOpOjHE PENpEe3eHTAaTUBHE apXUBCKE U 00pa3oBHE
MHCTUTYLIMj€ LIUPOM CBHUjeTa. 3a pa3Boj ,,Apxunenuje”’ 3aciayXHU CY 3aloCiIeHU
ApxuBa Peny6nuke Cprcke, KOju Cy CBOJUM HAmopoM U CTPYYHHMM 3HamUMa U3
obnacti nH(pOpMaTHKe, 1M3ajHA U apXUBUCTUKE YYMHWIM Ja OBaj CUCTeM Oyne y
ynoTpeOu M MOTHyHO omnepatuBaH. Mako je mnatdopma noTnyHo (yHKIIMOHATHA, Y
OynyhHocTn OM moJpIIKa y CMHCIY MOOOJbIIaka TEXHUYKUX KalaluTeTa yHarpu-
jenuna pana miatopme, kao U Behu aHTaKMaH 0co0Jba Kako OM ce yOp3ao mporiec
yHOCa IoJlaTaKa.

»ZApxuneanja” je cajga MOTIYHO JOCTYNHA rpaljaHuMa M UCTpaKMBaduMma U
HaJla3yu ce y HampenHoj ¢a3u pa3Boja, Koja MoJApa3yMHjeBa IUIAHCKO U JYTrOPOYHO
VHOIICHE Mo/IaTaKa U cajpskaja. KopucHUIM MOTy TperjienaTi CBe ONuce JOKYMEH-
TapHUX I[jeJTUHa Koje ce uyBajy y ApxuBy PenyOnuke Cprcke y bamanyuu. Y Toky
je cramaH paJ Ha YHOCY HIDKAX HUBOA M IOjeIUHAYHHUX JOKyMEHaTa, Kao M YHOC
ornuca JOKYMEHTapHUX I[jelIiHa KOje Ce 4YyBajy Yy PETHOHAIHUM jeJUHMIIaMa Yy
Ho60jy, ®oun, Tpebumy u 3BopHHKY. CBU MOJaly Cy MOTHYHO MPETPAKUBU, HE
caMo KpoO3 OITMCE, HEro M Kpo3 cajpikaj apXMBCKUX JOKyMeHaTa oJabpaHuM JUTHU-
TaTM30BaHUM MaTepHjaauMa — JOKyMeHTHMa, ¢oTtorpadujama U IpyrdM apxuBa-
JMjamMa — KOjH 1OCTajy MOTIYHO JTOCTYITHH.
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VY capagmu ca YapykemeM apXUBCKUX paaHuka PenyOnuke Cpricke miiaHu-
paHo je mpoBoheme mnpodecroHamHe eayKaldje O CTaHAapAU30BaHO] oOpaau H
JTUTHTATHO] KOHBEP3UjU M OCTAIHMX 3aWHTEPECOBAHUX KYJITYPHHX MHCTHUTYIIM]ja KOje
MOCjeyjy apXuBCKY Tpal)y.

ApxuBcka rpaha ce yommTeHo oHOCH Ha MH(popMalyje, 3Hamke U Hacbehe.
VY HajonIuTHjeM CMHUCIy, oMOoryhaBame IpUCTyNa KyJATYPHOM Haclbel)y 3Hauu mpu-
OnmmkaBare WHCTHTYLMjE€ JaBHOCTH, Yy TpaHHMIIaMa KoOje J103BOJbABAjy CTaHIApIU
cTpyke u mponucu. Tako rpahanu m ucTpakmBaunm Mory Jjakine jaohu mo waHOp-
MalMja Koje Cy UM HoTpeOHe, a apXMBCKU JOKYMEHT Kao H3BOp MHpopMmanuja u
CBJ€JI0YAHCTABO O UCTOPH]CKUM Joral)ajuMa JaKiie ce KOPUCTH 3a PA3TMIUTE 00JIUKE
HAYYHUX U KYJITYPHUX aKTHBHOCTH y MCTOpUOTpaduju, MyOIUIUCTHIIN, KEbHKEBHO-
CTH U APYrOM HAYYHOUCTPAKUBAYKOM U KYJITYPHO-TIPOCBjeTHOM pany. Crora mocTo-
ju cranHa motpeda 3a MOjeAHOCTABIBEHEM MPOIeca MPUCTYIAamha U MPEACTaBIbamba
oBor Hacibeha y ckiagy ca craHiapauMa u npornmcuMma. OBakBa Tmpakca Takolhe
JOJIATHO TIPOIIMPYje Ca3Hama O CcalpikKajy apXuBCKe rpale, moactuye CBHjeCT jaB-
HOCTH O HCHO] BPHUJEIHOCTH W JIPYIITBEHY OJIOBOPHOCT 3a MPEAy3UMamhe aKTHB-
HOCTH Ha 3aJaTKy YyBama, 3aIITUTEC M HEroBama apXWUBCKe rpalhe Kao MCTaKHYTOT
KYJITYpHOT Hacsbeha.
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