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Abstract

The aim of the paper is to familiarize veterinarians with a farm animals welfare assess-
ment methodology which is applied in the European Union. Animal welfare assessment 
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methodology presented in this paper refers to dairy cows, beef cattle, sows with piglets, 
fattening pigs, laying hens and broilers. The welfare of domestic animals on farms is as-
sessed on the basis of direct and indirect indicators. Indirect indicators of welfare relate to 
the quality of accommodation facilities and equipment (resource indicators) and the quality 
of the business (management indicators). Direct indicators of welfare relate to the animal 
itself, its body condition, health condition, including the absence of injury, illness, pain, 
fear, its behavior and emotional status. Direct welfare indicators reveal whether the animal 
is properly fed and watered, whether it provided with adequate housing conditions, whether 
it is healthy, how it behaves with respect to equipment and supplies, other animals, people, 
and how farmers relate to animals (human/animal relationship).

Key words: farm animals, welfare, assessment.
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