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QUALITY OF WHITE SHEEP CHEESE FROM STARA PLANINA
Abstract

Stara Planina is traditionally known for its sheep farming and products obtained from sheep, 
primarily dairy products. The aim of this paper is to determine microbiological safety, 
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chemical composition and presence of antibiotic residues, in which is analyzed 11 samples 
of white sheep cheese in brine. Microbiological testing is done using standard ISO methods, 
chemical testing on apparatus Foodscan who works on the principle of NIR (Near Infrared 
Spectropscopy) technology and to determine the presence of residues six plates methods 
was used. By microbiological examination cheese contamination with enterobacteria, 
Escherichia coli, coagulase positive staphylococci, sulphate-reducing anaerobic bacteria, 
yeasts and molds was detected. The chemical quality parameters do not deviate from the 
literature data and the presence of residues of antimicrobial drugs has not been determined. 
White sheep cheese from Stara Planina is traditionally treasure of this area and there is a 
need to protect its origin. Obligation must be established to improve production conditions 
and prevent contamination by microorganisms that may be causing disease in humans.

Key words: sheep cheese, Stara planina, quality.
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