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Academician Mirjana Živojinovi  
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Belgrade  

DATA FROM THE DOCUMENTS OF DESPOTES STEFAN LAZAREVI  
ABOUT THE HOLY MOUNT 

 The example of the monastery of Hilandar 

Summary 

In the years when the Turks were penetrating the Balkan Peninsula, after the 
Battle at the Maritza in September 1371, the conquest of Serres (1383) and Thessa-
loniki (1387) and, particularly after the Battle of Kosovo, on June 28, 1389, the 
monasteries of the Holy Mount began more and more frequently, to seek assistance 
from the rulers of the fragmented Serbian Empire. In the efforts by those rulers to 
enlarge their lands and, especially to win recognition as legitimate successors of the 
Nemanji  dynasty, their connections with the monasteries on the Holy Mount, to 
which they were very generous, had great influence. Apart from that, fearing the 
arrival of the Turks, the members of the ruling and prominent noble families, by 
donating the churches and villages they had inherited, or money from customs 
duties and the mines in Novo Brdo, secured for themselves a refuge within the 
strong monastery defence walls of Athos. The Holy Mount still seemed like a safe 
and enduring institution, where not only those, who purchased the so-called adelp-
hata - a share in the brotherhood, earning the right to enter the monastery as adelp-
hatarioi, would take refuge, but the Holy Mount, if they joined, would ensure the 
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continued existence of impoverished and abandoned churches  the guardians of 
Orthodoxy in the face of advancing Islam. 

In this paper, we focus particularly on the example of the monastery of 
Hilandar in which Despotes Stefan Lazarevi  secured six adelphata (June 8, 1411), 
having made a a very precise agreement with the monks about how they would be 
used. 
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