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μονῆς  τοῦ δοχιαρίου τῶν ἁγίων ἀγγέλων, ἀφιερώνει δὲ αὐτὰ ἐν αὐτῇ τῇ μονῇ, εἰς 
μνημόσυνον αἰωνίων μετὰ καὶ τῶν ἑτέρωνW καὶ ὁ βουλόμενος ἀποξενῶσαι αὐτά, ἐκ 
τῆς  αὐτῆς  ἁγίας βασιλικῆς  μονῆς, ἐχέτω τὰς ἀρὰς  τῶν τριακοσίων δέκα καὶ ὀκτὼ 
θεοφόρων π(ατέ)ρων, ὁποῖος  ἆρα εἴη.  ἐν ἔτει ͵ζνεῳ  ἔτος, ἐν μηνὶ δεκεμβρίῳ. 
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   ,       
.   , ,      

      -
 .98 

         -
  ,       

  ,           
          

XIV .99        , 
   1345,  ,       -
 ,         

+stÏniani B$lgarom i Srybl!my i Gr(k)&m, vy lht(o) ,Æ Ö Æ)  . , 
  ,  1933, 31–32: Prox&r, mlsti} B`i} arxiepkpy pryvi 

+stÏniani Blygrom i Gr& vy lht Xznz.       
          ( . , 

  , 151, . 11),         
      ,     –   , ,  

       XIV .
95 . , , 116– 117; . ,    ,2 

40,  14.
96 . ,   , 157–158.
97 . ,      , 229; . , 

   XIV ,  1980, 21.
98 . ,   , 158, . 61.
99 . ,       , -
 IX–3 (  1934) 254–256.
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prh&svhïeni a[rxiep(i)s(ko)]pÚ vjë J&an(n)iki! vse sry[by]ski! 
z(e)mle, [gryqyki]! i pomor(y)ski!.100 

         -
          

  .   ,      
,          
 .101 

  , 1346,       
,             
: zapadnhi stranh, rhk+ ̀ e AlvanÏi i Pomori} i vysemou 

Disou   pomoryskix zemly rhk+ ̀ e AlvanÏi i zapadnoi stranh 
i velikom disou  .102  . ,     

         -
 ,       .103  -

         XIV ,   
         
 ,   . 

        , 
,      ,    

 1354/5,     ,  
  :       patrÏarxa pryvago 

Srybl!my i Grykomy kir J&anikia.104 

          , 3. 
 1354,          

   ,        
     .   , ,   

  ,105     ,    ,   
   IV.106      

  ,    ,     , 
           

100 . ,     ,  -
   20 (1981) 127.

101 , 125–132.
102 . ,      ,  5 (1958) 10; . 

,       ,  12 (1970) 63–64.
103 . ,   , 10–11.
104 . , , 257.
105 . ,      ,    

    ,  1951, 94–95.
106 . , , 258.
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vshmy Sryblemy i PomoriÏ}   Srblemy i PomorÏ} i po inimÚ 
stranamÚ.107 
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      .   1544, 
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108

  ,         -
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 –          
 1557.          
   XIV .    1565,    -
,        troud&my i ousryd-

107 , 259.
108 . ,  II, 379.
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Ïemy prh&sveïhnnago i bla`!nneiïago arxÏep(i)sk(o)pa kury Ma-
karÏa, pryvago patrÏaryxa po vytorh &bnovlennii q(e)stn&mou 
i s(ve)tom+ semou  prhstolou, vysei srybyskyje zemli, zapadynago 

pom&rÏa i sevhrynÏimy stranamy 109     1570.   -
     povelhnÏemy prh&s(ve)ïennag& arxÏe-

p(i)sk(o)pa pekskaago i patriarxa vyshmy Srybl!my i severnyjmy 
stranamy i proqimy kur MakarÏa Pekskago.110    , 

  1568,  patrÏarxa vyshmy Sryblemy i 
B$lgarom i zapadn|go pomorÏ| i severnÏimy stranam kur MakarÏa 
Pekskago.111 

    , ,     
       .   , -

,          
          

  ,          -
  . 
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109 . ,  IV, 60,  6310.
110 , 71,  6350.
111 , 69,  6340.
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112 T. Simedrea, Unde i când a luat fiin a legenda despre atârnarea canonic  a 
scaunelor mitropolitane din r  Româneasc  i din Moldova de Arhiepiscopia de Ohrida, 
BOR (Biserica ortodox  romana) LXXXV 9–10 (1967) 977–1002; cf. M. Maxim, Les rela-
tions, 664–665.  

          
  ,         

. .   -       
 ,   , .    .     

    – . ,    , -
  ,  1955, 9–11; ,   .   

 ,   VI (  1956 ) 55–63,     
      ; . ,    

         ,   1967, 284–291,   
    ,         
 .  ,  ,    , 3. 

    ,   . ,   
,     II,  1967, 242–243.

113            -
           
-  130.   (  , 131. ,  3).
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     –     , 
,          - -

 ,          ,   
     .      -

, ,   & Oxrid°skoi eparxii  . 
  , ,    :

SÏe tlykovanÏe igoumena xulan°dar°skaago t(a)xa MakarÏa, poslhd-
n|ago v$ s(ve)ïen°n&inochx(y), & zeml|xy dakuiskyjixy i 
& me`daxy !e.114

          
  : 
Pryvaa DakÏa. &t(y) shvernyjixy strany me`da do Malie 

Rousie i do Xacaga dose`ouïÏi. &t(y) zapada ̀ e me`da do Tish 
rhch,  i`e sÚxodity &t(y) zeml! gl(agol)!me ger°man°skyje i`e 
esty ougryskaa. &t(y) poloudnh me`da velikaa i slavnaa rhka 
D+nai, &t(y) Tish rhch |ko`e nisxodity kÚ Qyrmnomou Morou 
do Nistra. &t(y) vÚstoqnyje stranh me`da Nistry, velikaa rhka, 
i`e teqenÏe ee razdhl|et Tatarh i Dakue, i`e esty zeml| 
m+l°dovlaxÏiskaa i ougrovlaxÏiskaa, i`e i Planini nariq}t° se.  

           
        

 
,       : 116 

TylkovanÏe DimitrÏa KatakouzÏna & zeml|x Dakuaxy 
SÏa Dakua vy zeml!mr°nyjixy knigaxy obrhtaety `e se 

naqina}ïÏi idh`e sÚxodit &t(y) planinh, i tomy planin&my 
do Moriwy, i Rywavomy do Dounava, i Dounavomy do mora, 
i moremy do Nistra. SÏa !(stÚ) pryvaa epar°xÏa oxridyskaa, i`e 
i Planini gl(agol)!maa !s(ty). 

SÏe pisaxy azy smhrenÏi mitropolity nov&brdskÏi Nikanory, 
vy lht(o) Æ Ó É ... 

114 . ,   , 62.
115 .
116      . . ,  ,  

1963,           ( . 
173–174).
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  ,       
  : SÏa !s(tÚ) pryvaa epar°xÏa oxridyskaa, i`e 

i Planini gl(agol)!maa !s(ty). , ,    
   .     

          
,          
  :         -

    ,  -
     –   „  “   

    razdhl|et Tatarh i Dakue,   zeml| 
moldovlaxÏiskaa i ougrovlaxÏiskaa,      i`e i Plani-
ni nariq}t° se.117 

        
           

         
       :   

, ,   . 
           
         

       -
      1544. .  
           -
           -
  ,      . -

  ,  ,     
† Bl(a)`ennhiwem+ arxÏep(i)sk(o)p+ pryvÏe J+stinÏanÏe i 

vÚshmy BÚlgar&m(y) i Srybl!my i dakÏiskyjmy zeml|m 
&bladatel}118        : 
† Dor&@ei m(i)l(o)stÏ} b(o)`Ïe} arxÏep(i)sk(o)py pryvÏe 
J+stinÏanÏe vÚshmy BÚlgar&m(y) i Srybl!m(y) i sevhrnyjm(y) 
stranamy i proqim(y).119     ,  ,  , 

    ,  ,    
,   .     – -

      –     
,         . 

117 . ,   , 62.
118 .
119 Bogdan, Documente false,  .
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120 .
121 M. Maxim, Les relations, 665.
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Academician Gojko Suboti   
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Belgrade  

CORRESPONDENCE OF MOLDOVAN PRINCE STEPHEN THE GREAT 
AND THE ARCHBISHOP OF OHRID DOROTEJ 

Motivations and the time of origin 

Summary 

In the summer of 1844 the young Slavicist Viktor Ivanovic Grigorovic came 
from Odessa to Tsarigrad with an intention of gathering, in the Balkans parts of the 
Turkish Empire, the unknown material about the literary and spiritual heritage of 
Orthodox peoples. He returned from the trip the next year not only with precious 
notes but also with the saddle bags full of books from the monasteries and the 
churches that he visited. The manuscripts formed a significant collection that was 
deposited , under his name, in the Rumjancevs Museum in Moscow and very early 
provoked interest of philologists and historians of old literature.  Among them were 
the sheets from the Slav translation of Matija Vlastar’s (Matthew Blasteres) Syn-
tagma, which was copied by the scribe Dmitar from Kratova in 1466, following the 
wish of Archbishop Dorotej from Ohrid. The manuscript contained the well known 
scribe’s Epilogue with a note that the bishop of Ohrid had studied that book, because 
the Great Church did not have it in the Serbian language. In addition, the blank 

122          ,   . 
            -
  . ,     : 

D. Pantos, [ �ρχιεπ�σκοπος �χρ�δας Πρ�χορος, 107, σημ. 41. 
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pages of the Syntagma contained the correspondence between the Duke Stephen the 
Great and the archbishop of Ohrid Dorotej on the need to ordain a new Metropolitan 
in Moldova in the place of the deceased one. However, at that time, due to the Sul-
tan’s warfaring against Skanderbeg, the future High Priest could not come to Ohrid, 
therefore, the duke asked the archbishop Dorotej to send a representative who would 
do that on his behalf.  On the other hand, Dorotej himself expected to be transferred, 
according to the sultan’s decision, with a certain number of clergymen and noble-
men, to the city of Constantine, so he recommended that a metropolitan be seated in 
Moldova  by the constitution of saint fathers who would be ordained by the High 
Priests there. The news very much corresponded with the data presented by the 
scribe Dmitar in his Epilogue, however much of that data was not true, so the in-
teresting contents deeply divided the experts around the issue of authenticity.   

In Grigorevic’s description of the library of the Cathedral Church in Ohrid, 
that he found in the Church of Most Holy Mother of God of Perivlepta, Matthew 
Blasteres’ Syntagma was cited the last, copied, according to him, in 15th century, at 
the time of archbishop Dorotej. However, the manuscript from which the torn sheets 
could have originated is not known today. But given the scribe Dmitar’s manner of 
writing of scribe Dmitar, a copier of high culture is well known, it is not excluded 
that the lost manuscript would be found. In the meantime, Mrs. Biljana Stipcevic, the 
adviser of the Arcehographic Department of the National Library in Belgrade, con-
firmed that the water (filigree) sign that represented three hills and crescent with the 
cross, signs of Grigorovic’s sheets, belong to the years in which the copy of the 
scribe Dmitar originated.  

An internal text analysis may contribute to determining the time and motiva-
tions leading to making of the alleged correspondence between the Moldavan Duke 
and the head of the Ohrid church. In that correspondence the Moldavan ruler turned 
to the archbishop of Justiniana Prima and all the Bulgarians and Serbs in Dachia 
countries, and in the answer he signed as Dorotej, by mercy of God archbishop of 
Justiniana Prima and to all the Bulgarians and Serbs and Northern Parts and oth-
ers. However, the authentic title of this Archbishop in Greek has been preserved: † 

 ? F ( )
 �  �   , �  &  
 † which do not mention the northern areas. The dignity similar to that of 

Dorotej from the correspondence with the Moldavan ruler appeared the first time 
only when archbishop Prohor became its head (about 1525-1550) – he tried to ex-
pand the Diocese of Ohrid, changing, according to circumstances, the title tradi-
tionally associated to the throne of the Justiniana Prima.  

The new data in the debate was introduced by Mihai Maksim, proving that at 
that time not only the Moldavan but the Vlachs Metropolitanate were actually sub-
ordinated to the Church of Ohrid.  He found the imperial edicts sent to the rulers of 
Vlachia and Moldova relating to the dispute with archbishop Prohor. The first one, 
issued on 01 June 1544, confirmed the rights of the Church of Ohrid – these rights 
were, however, contested by the new documents as soon as on 22 September, after 
testimony of the patriarch himself Jeremiah before the Porta that the Romanian 
Metropolitanates were subordinated to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constanti-
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nople. This suited the already failed attempt of archbishop Prohor to attach the 
episcopacy of Servia to his Diocese. Therefore, after his failed attempt to annex the 
areas in the South to the Diocese, he had to carefully prepare the proofs that would 
substantiate his demands and convince the Imperial Council (divan) of the rights of 
the Church of Ohrid to the eparchies in the North. In that sense, the titles of arch-
bishop Prohor in different circumstances had the elements taken from the earlier 
titles of Serb church heads.  

We do not know whether, after these preparations, noted on the sheets that 
Grigorovic took with him, archbishop Prohor still attempted to prove the right of the 
Church of Ohrid to Moldavan Metropolitanate or the later turn of events thwarted the 
realization of these ambitions. But, preserved even in this form, as a basis of the 
attempts of archbishop Prohor to enlarge its power at the religious-political plan, the 
alleged correspondence between the Roman Duke and the head of the Church of 
Ohrid testifies of an extraordinary skill with which archbishop Prohor ruled with its 
Diocese and his efforts to enlarge it with new eparchies.  
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