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Academician Vasilije . Kresti   
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Belgrade  

RELATIONS BETWEEN THE SERBS AND THE CROATS 
AT THE TIME OF 1848 1849. REVOLUTION 

(A tribute to history) 

Summary 

With this paper the author tried to outline all the forms of relations between 
the Serbs and the Croats at the time of 1848–1849. revolution. He first proved how at 
the very beginning of the revolution, the Serbs in Dubrovnik and Zagreb were at a 
threat to be killed by the Croats. Then he moves on to state a number of data on how, 
due to the common danger that both the Croats and the Serbs had from the Hungari-
ans, both tried to get together and defend themselves against the northern neighbour. 
With regards to that, the author shows how the Croats accepted the decisions of the 
May Assembly in Karlovci and how the patriarch J. Rajacic and ban J. Jelacic, as 
well as the Main Board of the Serbian people made efforts to put an end to religious 
quarrels that were supported by some Roman-Catholic priests, conservative-clerical 
imperial and  royal officers, who served in Srem and Slavonia, and by the Hungarian 
propaganda too.  
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The paper presents the data portraying disagreements taking place between the 
Rajacics and the Jelacics because the Serbs, threatened militarily by the Hungarians, 
expected the help from the Croats, which, despite ban’s constant promises failed to 
happen. Special attention was paid to the way that ban Jelacic and baron Kulmer 
treated the Serbs, whom not only they did not like but hated and did everything for 
the wellbeing of the unified Monarchy and the Croats against the Serb nationalistic 
interests and goals.   

The author also points out how Ilija Garasanin wanted to have cooperation 
with the Croats, expecting them to prevent duke Milos Obrenovic from taking advan-
tage of the revolutionary events to come back to Serbia. Garasanin looked at ban Je-
lacic as a faithful imperial-royal officer loyal to the Dynasty of the Habsburgs, of 
whom he expected nothing great or good for the Serbs. Because ban Jelacic promised 
the help to the Serbs and never provided it, Garasanin maintained that ban was lying 
a lot and that he was not to be trusted.  
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