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Biljana Markovi , Ph.D. 
Institute of History in Belgrade 

LEGAL FRAMEWORKS OF MINING IN THE MEDIEVAL SERBIA  

Summary 

Mining had a long tradition in the territory of the Balkans. According to 
material evidence and written data it could be traced from the time of Illyrian inde-
pendence, through exploitation in Roman provinces and the immigration of the 
Slavs, to the time of mining production in the medieval Serbian state. 

Mining obtains an increasing bigger role in the economic development of 
13th century Serbia, which influenced significantly on the political, military and 
social figuration of the state and its status in international relations. Until the 
downfall of the Serbian state in the 15th century, mining had remained an important 
economic sector, a considerable source of income and a financial support for all 
Serbian rulers. In the period of Ottoman rule over Serbian territories, mining recei-
ved considerable attention, although on a partially different organizational base. 
According to the opinion of the scholars the upswing of mining was associated 
with the immigration of the Saxons from Central Europe. They modernized the 
way of exploitation, bringing new organizational and legal models based on con-
cession agreements, capital and the balance of financial rights and obligations. 
They also introduced contracts and precise rules in regard to the production met-
hods and mutual relations of workers and those participating in the exploitation of 
the mines. In time, local inhabitants became more and more engaged in mining and 
metallurgical activities in all phases and in various ways – including physical labor 
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in the mines, supplying both the mine and the mining town with goods as well as 
financing exploitation and trade. The development of mining towns influenced the 
progress and prosperity throughout the country. An adequate legal frame was nece-
ssary as the base of the whole organization which enabled a very complicated fi-
nancial and working structure in mining production. 

The most significant legal source in regard to mining in medieval Serbia was 
certainly the Code of despot Stefan Lazarevi . It was originally intended for the 
mine and the town of Novo Brdo.  new lex specialis was made inside the concep-
tual framework of Byzantine legal tradition adapted for local circumstances with 
elements of Serbian legal experience. The Code contained legislation based on 
Central European legal experience and provided an entirely different type of tec-
hnological, economic and legal relations. That experience was supplemented, adap-
ted and developed.  

The Code was intended for practical use and it contained precise instructions 
regarding the production process in order to reduce the possibility of misunder-
standings and litigations. Some regulations of the Code are dedicated to the current 
expenses that had to be paid regularly by every concessioner. The financial disci-
pline required was strict. Overdraft of deadlines or avoidance of obligations were 
not allowed in any way. Every delay and refusal of regular payments had signifi-
cant consequences – the loss of the right to a concession. On the other hand, every 
concessioner that regularly paid the expenses was protected. In a certain procedure, 
yet in short regulated deadlines, he was allowed to check the amount and justifica-
tion of expenses. Thus, by thoroughly designed legal regulations, effectiveness has 
been encouraged. Also it disabled the stoppage of work, endless discussions and 
financial loss. 
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