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Vladeta Petrovi , Ph.D. 
Institute of History, Belgrade, Serbia  

MINING ENTREPRENEURS AS DONATORS AND KTETORS 
OF CHURCHES AND MONASTERIES 

Summary 

The development of this industrial branch in Medieval Serbia can be tracked 
through written sources starting from mid-13th century, when the Saxon miners 
come to Serbia, forming ethnical and professional groups with a special status.  
Mining, which during 14th and in the first half of 15th century, becomes one of the 
most important economic branches of Middle-Ages Serbia, represented a signifi-
cant source of income for rulers; a part of this income was distributed to certain 
monasteries thanks to the rulers’ donations. In addition to rulers, both the individu-
als and groups, differently engaged in mining tasks, also became donators and 
ktetors of monastery and churches. The oldest written records on such a donation 
of the inhabitants of the mining urban settlements date back from 13th century and 
relate to the Latines – a catholic community to which belonged the Saxons, the 
inhabitants of Kotor and Dubrovnik. With an increase in the production volume, 
the circle of mining entrepreneurs spread including the local population too, which 
allowed the most prominent and wealthiest persons to become donators and ktetors 
of orthodox churches. Among the local businessmen the great leader Radic had a 
special place, who donated mining parts that he head in Rudnik to the monasteries 
Kastamonit and Vracevsnica, as well as a wheel that he built in his village of 
Kamenica. He donated to Kastamonit the customs duty too and the parts in Saxon 
places of Novo Brdo and Rudnik. Due to the lack of written sources, indirect con-
clusions on ktetor’s endeavors of entrepreneurs involved in mining production and 
metal trade, may be drawn on the basis of material remnants of sacral buildings in 
mining settlements, as is the case with the churches in Novo Brdo and Rudnik. As 
the development of mining in the Balkans Peninsula continued after the Ottoman 
conquest, domestic entrepreneurs who had considerable capital, were also included 
in the Ottoman system of renting mines. An inscription on the church of St. Mina 
in Stava, in which master kir Andrew (Andra) is mentioned, also testifies of the 
investment of this capital in ktetor’s efforts, in which master kir Andrew (Andra) is 
mentioned. 
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