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Prof. Siniša Miši , Ph.D. 
Belgrade University, Faculty of Philosophy  

SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF PRIZREN IN 14TH CENTURY 

Summary 

Prizren saw a climax of its economic and social development in the period 
from 1330. and 1371. At this time the most numerous colony of Dubrovnik mer-
chants worked in it.  Renowned noblemen lived in the town, as well as a big num-
ber of ‘minor lords’ who had their courts in town. The Serbian ruler himself had a 
court in town. There was a seat of Prizren episcopy there, and from 1346. onwards 
of  Metropolitanate too, while the mitropolitan was the most respected person in 
town.   

Many craftsmen, from goldsmiths to weavers and shoemakers, waxers and 
bricklayers lived in the town. Although personally dependant, they were quite well 
off, some of them possessed fields and vineyards. Relations in terms of money and 
goods in the town were very well developed, while the emergence of local traders 
meant the beginning of creation of the middle class. The society of Prizren at the 
time is dynamic and in constant change. The development of the town was inter-
rupted and stopped by the abrupt change of the political situation.   
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