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Danica Popovi , Marko Popovi  
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Belgrade  

THE MONASTERY COMPLEX IN KALUDRA NEAR BERANE 
After the trace of an Anchorites Monastic Community 

Summary 

The paper deals with a little known Medieval monastic community, the rem-
nants of which are located in the canyon of Kaludarska Rijeka, not far from Berane 
in Upper Polimlje (northern Montenegro). Although of regional importance, 
Kaludra is noteworthy as an interesting example of a monastic endowment as well 
as a monastic community too, which apparently changed its structure with time.  

Due to the lack of written records, the phases of forming the monastic com-
plexes in Kaludra cannot be determined precisely. Archeological researches have 
proved that the complex was not built at a single time, but was built and appended 
in several phases that can be roughly separated, both in terms of construction and 
chronology. In the first phase that belongs to the Middle Ages – the most probably 
14th century – a church was built of single-nave basis. The lack of the buildings of 
the monastic settlement could be a proof that the original monastic community was 
not organized as a coenobium, but as a group of Anchorites, which was, as a rule, 
gathered around a spiritual father. Such a monastic pattern was quite widespread in 
the Orthodox world, including the Serbian countries. This assumption could be 
supported by numerous hermitages in the surroundings, as well as by the local to-
ponymy.   

The Coenobitic order in Kaludra was established by merit of hieromonk 
Dionisije and his fraternity, and this is witnessed by an inscription at the foot of the 
altar-table. By its paleographical characteristics, the inscription can be tentatively 
dated to the time between mid-15th and mid-16th century. At this, younger stage, 
the existing church was extended by the cantor’s stand and the narthex, and monas-
tery buildings were built around it. Based on the surviving fragments of the fres-
coes, painting is attributed to a prominent artist of the time, the priest Strahinja 
from Budimlje (late 16th and early 17th century). The authors suggest that this re-
newal in Kaludra should probably be linked to the period of the rise of church life 
in the Serbian countries after the restoration of the Patriarchate of Pec. 
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