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Željko Vujadinovi  
Historian 

 
 

A DIACHRONIC VIEW OF THE HISTORY OF CONFRONTATION AND 
APPROXIMATION BETWEEN EUROPE AND TURKEY 

 
Summary 

 
The Islamic world used to be perceived by Europeans through the pattern of the 

Ottoman Empire. European and Oriental histories were seen as opposites. At one time, 
Europe and Turkey went through a simultaneous period of expansion. For the former, 
this expansion was spiritual and economic; for the latter, it was territorial and military. 
The author examines the causes, motives, logic, methods, paths and traces of Ottoman 
expansion into Europe, the reasons for the decline of the Empire, and Ottoman influen-
ce on Europe, especially the Balkans. The paper problematises how Otherness is stu-
died in the West today, as well as the causes and nature of the interest of the Western 
world in non-Western history. The issues that affected European-Turkish relations in 
the past are explored in the context of the current geopolitical situation. The Republic 
of Turkey has grown into a demographic, economic and military power and is trying, 
thus far unsuccessfully, to enter the European family of nations. Europe’s reservations, 
partly due to its experience, have resurrected the terms Orientalism and neo-
Ottomanism. This inevitably brings up the question of the future of the Balkans in the 
context of interactions between Europe and Turkey. 
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