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Abstract: Contemporary society is facing new challenges in the field of juvenile delinquency, where 
particular concern is caused by the increasing connection of this phenomenon with the abuse of 
psychoactive substances and digital technologies among young people. The goal of this work is to 
investigate how the consumption of drugs, alcohol, and new psychoactive substances, as well as 
excessive use of the Internet, video games, and social networks, contribute to shaping deviant behavior 
patterns in children and adolescents. A special focus is placed on the identification of psychological 
and social risk factors that contribute to the development of addiction and that can serve as a trigger 
for entering the world of crime. By analyzing relevant domestic and international research, as well as 
important legal and strategic documents from Bosnia and Herzegovina, the paper emphasizes the need 
for an integrated and interdisciplinary approach to the prevention of juvenile delinquency. The 
conclusions of this paper will indicate the importance of education, early intervention and continuous 
cooperation of families, schools, and competent institutions, all with the aim of effectively reducing the 
risk of developing addictive and criminal behavior among young people. 
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