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Abstract: As stipulated in Article 19, paragraph 1 The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
„violence“ may be „all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent 
treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse". Violence does not recognize any 
cultural or social differences and is not necessarily always reflected in the same form. No matter in what 
conditions or forms it occurs, violence leaves behind long-term, devastating, and indelible consequences. 
In developed countries, the problem of violence is considered a national problem and there are programs 
that coordinate different sectors of the society (education, health, justice, social work and others) that 
carry out various synchronized activities and take various measures to restrain and prevent violence 
against children.  
In the literature you can find suggestions for programs designed to prevent or reduce violence against 
children, but also treatment of emotional and behavioral problems in children and adolescents. 
Prevention should contribute for raising public awareness on the situation of violence against children, 
familiarizing the citizens with the rights of children and a healthy family, successful parenting, protection 
of children from addictions, perceiving and overcoming problems related to education and upbringing of 
children.  
The analysis of the data collected by associations of citizens indicates that we can draw a conclusion that 
there is a harmonization of the national legal framework with international documents and standards on 
children's rights and their protection, and above all, with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.57 
There is a lack of coordination in the planning and implementation of preventive activities, both in terms 
of time distribution and in terms of geographical coverage. There is a big difference in the intensity of the 
implementation of campaigns in different municipalities. Most campaigns are conducted in larger 
municipalities but not in continuous manner. 
 
Keywords: violence, children, prevention, associations of citizens 

                                                           
suncica.dimitrijoska@fzf.ukim.edu.mk 

 

 

 



Porodica i savremeno društvo – izazovi i perspektive
 

163 
 

Law on 
Juvenile Justice 

The existing legal framework offers comprehensive prevention of violence against children and is in line 
with international documents pertaining to child rights and their protection

Civil society organizations find that the existing legal framework offers opportunities for comprehensive 
prevention of violence against children, accordingly the national legislature. More specifically, it 
encompasses the following laws: the Law on Child Protection, the Law on Prevention and Protection 
against Domestic Violence, the Law on Social Welfare, the Law on Primary Education, the Law on 
Secondary Education, the Law on Health Care, the Criminal Code and the Law on Criminal Procedure.   

Furthermore, based on the data analysis, it is safe to assume that there is harmonization of the national 
legal framework with international documents and standards in regard to child rights and their 
protection, most evidently with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Comparative Review of the 
Legislation in the Republic of Macedonia and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
https://www.unicef.org/tfyrmacedonia/macedonian/Macedonian_Full_Report_14_October_Part_1%282
%29.pdf.)59 
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The Family Law Act Official Gazette of RM No.150/2015)61 

Law on Prevention and Protection Against Domestic 
Violence Official Gazette of RM No. 138/2014)62 as “harassment, abuse, insult, compromising one’s 

cause feelings of insecurity or fear, including threats of the afore mentioned acts”. Article 4 of the law 

The Law on Protection and Prevention of Discrimination Official Gazette of RM No. 101/2019)63

prohibits any form of “direct or indirect discrimination, invoking and initiating discrimination and aiding 
and abetting discriminatory practices where, among other, age is taken as a basis for discrimination.”

Law on Primary Education (Official Gazette of RM No. 161/2019)64

Law on Secondary Education Official Gazette of RMNo. 44/1995)65

stipulating that any forms of “corporal punishment or emotional harassment of the pupil are prohibited”. 
he laws stipulate a fine in cases of “administered corporal or psychological (verbal) punishment”. Article 

School Inspection Law (Official Gazette of RM No.52/2005)66
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The Law on Social Welfare Official Gazette of RM No. 104/2019)
me parents which are designed to cover children’s needs, but in practice these services are only 

 Law on Juvenile Justice Official Gazette of RM No.148/2013) Law on Execution of 
Sanctions Official Gazette of RM No.99/2019)
might affect the child’s mental wellbeing and peace, such as: corporal punishment, detainment in a dark 

risk” category
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broadcasting of programs which may “seriously damag
minors, especially programs containing pornography or gratuitous violence”. The ban also applies to other 
programs which are likely to damage the “physical, emotional and moral development of minors”. 

by incriminating the act of ‘unlawful manufacture, sale, procurement or exchange of firearms, 
n or explosive materials’, as stipulated in Article 396 of the Criminal Code (Official Gazette of 

Identification and Referral of Street Children/Children on the Street in the Republic of Macedonia, LSP, 
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“The opportunity for free education, as provided by law, is not available to all children. We have had a 
case where a client, part of our program for help and support, had to continue her secondary education. 
Since she was unable to attend regular classes due to a medical condition, the only solution was to enroll 
her as a part-time student. Unfortunately, part-time secondary school is not free and it entails enrollment 
costs and exams fees. For our client, these costs were covered by the civil society organization in charge 
of providing care and protection, but laws and regulations must treat people equally, i.e. part-time 
education must be free as well.”77 

                                                           

birth registry, such as: a note from a pediatrician certifying the child’s age, DNA analysis, statements from witnesses verif
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National Study on Violence Against 
Children

Identification and Assessment of Needs of the Youth in Gevgelija and Gaps in 
Community Support of Children in Need of Specialized Protection

                                                           

National Study on Violence Against Children
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Legislative 

Identification and Assessment of Needs of the Youth in Gevgelija and Gaps in Community Support 
of Children in Need of Specialized Protection
Criminal Code of RM, 

Law on Juvenile Justice, 
Law on Child Protection, 

Law on Prevention and Protection against Domestic Violence, 

Law on Execution of Sanctions

Law on Prevention and Protection Against Discrimination, 

Law on Primary Education

Law on Secondary Education
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Law on Social Welfare, 

Law on Trade in Explosive Materials

The Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services
2014, 132/2014, 142/2016  132/2017, Article 50, 247/2018

Family Law Act, 

School Inspection Law
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