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Abstract: Local development planning (i.e. development planning of municipalities and 
cities) in all countries has always played an important social role. For this reason, in the last 
couple of decades, this area is regulated by adequate national laws, which diff er in many 
ways due to insuffi  ciently developed scientifi cally based local development theory. According 
to this, in the presently constituted fi rst vision of the theory, two local planning systems were 
identifi ed. Th e fi rst system with a long tradition is called a partial system since the state with 
its development interests is exclusively responsible for all local and overall social development 
in a certain country. Th e second, new system, is called an integrated system and in it, both 
state and the most infl uential social forces, which have fought hard for such a role, participate 
together as partners. Th e integrated system has numerous advantages when compared to the 
partial system of local planning and is therefore, especially in developed countries, the reason 
for switching from partial to integrated system. 
Th is scientifi c paper has been created to support this, especially because of the insuffi  ciently devel-
oped local planning theory, with the goal to contribute to the development of the local integrated 
development systems and the projection of its general implications on the local government, its 
nation state as well as the international community. In this paper, adequate research methods, 
primarily integrated, were used and the obtained results imply that when using this system, 
positive fundamental social changes are caused, which, especially in the less developed countries, 
facilitate faster and more effi  cient catching up with the developed countries.
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INTRODUCTION

When compared to the other areas of social studies, the local and overall social de-
velopment study developed signifi cantly slower, mostly because of the traditional 
state monopoly over that fi eld. Th at is the reason why the local planning system 
which is more and more ineff ective in use, in the newly constituted theory is called 
partial (state – with narrow interests). On the other hand, with the infl uence of 
science and consequently increased level of highly educated population mostly in 
developed countries, those counties have started to apply the so-called integrated 
local planning system, which is vital and more effi  cient than the previously men-
tioned partial system. Its comparative advantages are based on the fact that it uses 
the integrated principles and that planning is done by competent state authorities 
together with a high number of social (democratic) forces (scientifi c, educational, 
political, economic, ecological, security etc.) as their partners. 

When speaking of integrated local planning system, which is surpassing the par-
tial system and will most likely eliminate it, it must be emphasized that, as a new 
system, it is not theoretically and practically developed enough. Th is mainly re-
fers to the insuffi  ciently defi ned intergrativeness of this system, its structure which 
is insuffi  ciently elaborated (principles, methods, models, computerization and so 
on), and the underreasearched implications of its use on the local and overall so-
ciety both in a nation state and on the international level. In the current state, 
especially in developed countries, the term integrated is used more and more in 
local and overall development planning systems however, it is not completely clear 
what kind of integrativeness is discussed1. Th at is the reason why we decided to 
write this theoretical scientifi c paper with the main goal of fi lling all the theoretical 
“gaps”, and as such enable the integrated local and overall social planning theory 
to become scientifi c and effi  ciently used. In this paper, we try, for the fi rst time, to 
identify the infl uence of such local and overall social planning on the local social 
community, national state as well as the overall international community. 

In favor of the necessity for this scientifi c paper speaks the range of chosen and used 
bibliographic works in this fi eld, and some additional facts must be mentioned. 
When compared to the other fi elds of social studies, the published literature in 
the fi eld of local and global social planning is modest. Th at is, as previously men-
tioned in this paper, the consequence of the long use of partial planning system and 

1 The term „integrated“ in social planning appeared at the beginning of XX century. However, the 
authors who used it did not explain in details what that term actually comprises.  
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the monopoly of the state, which is why the constitution of a scientifi cally based 
overall social planning theory was delayed. Th e proof of this is the low number 
of published scientifi c books and a slightly larger number of published scientifi c 
articles in this fi eld2. Choosing the appropriate literature that should be consulted 
during the preparation of this scientifi c paper was a signifi cant obstacle. Additional 
obstacle was the author’s request that literature should scientifi cally deal with the 
most important segments of integrated local planning theory comprising of prin-
ciples, technology, planners and implications of that planning since those segments 
are the subject of the research in this scientifi c paper. Th erefore, according to the 
author’s main request, a small number of published scientifi c works in this fi eld 
was chosen and consulted and their range relative to the goals of this paper was 
rated – this will be further elaborated in this paper. 

As far as the principles and integrated local planning technology in the sense of defi n-
ing structures of local plans (long-term, middle-term and short-term) and the process 
of their creation, the authors of the consulted scientifi c literature discuss it, but in an 
expert, not in a scientifi c way. Because of that, their articles are heterogeneous and 
without a general answer concerning the structure of these plans. Th e same applies 
for the off ered educational logistics of the main plan makers and their expert asso-
ciates (Vukonjanski, I, 2019: 184-204). Similar applies for the treatment of areas of 
main integrated local plan makers since the consulted articles in that fi eld, imply that 
the partner relationship between the state authorities and recruited social (democratic) 
forces is not described in detail concerning the making and critical rating of those plans 
by the public. According to all this, in consulted articles, the cohesion of those partners 
and the development of their partnership was not emphasized and described in detail. 

Finally, when considering the implications of integrated local development and its 
spreading into the state and social partnership in all the fi elds of social politics and 
practice (science, education, economy, ecology, culture and security) the chosen 
authors in their works emphasize this but without signifi cant synthesis on how the 
state and social partnership will infl uence the future life of mankind on the local, 
national and international level. 

However, we should mention a number of scientifi cally based works where the 
authors analyzed three main local planning factors in detail (technological, perfor-
mative and implicational side of this planning). 

2 Low number of the published monographic scientifi c articles in the fi eld of social planning is the 
consequence of the long lasting traditional, monopoly role of the state in that planning. 



251
Časopis za ekonomiju i tržišne komunikacije/ Economy and Market Communication Review

God./Vol. 9  •  Br./No. 2  •  Banja Luka, Decembar/December 2019  •  pp. 248-263

All this implies that in the used scientifi c literature the mentioned basic inte-
grated local planning factors were not theoretically analyzed in detail and be-
cause of that in this scientifi c paper, we want this important theoretical gap to be 
fi lled for the sake of eff ective future politics and practice in development of local 
governments and more (state and the whole international community). At the 
same time, this opens a problem of redefi ning the treatment of the current glo-
balization, new relations among countries, constituting new general integrated 
philosophy and similar things. Important philosophers, political scientists, soci-
ologists etc. should consider these factors. 

THE APPLIED RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

For the purpose of this scientifi c paper, based on the recommendation of the 
modern scientifi c research methodology, the adequate internal research project 
was created, which in practice allowed the collection of relevant theoretical data. 
By their interpretation, certain research results were obtained and they allow for 
better understanding of the local and global integrated system and in such way 
social practices in this fi eld shall be improved. Th is research project had the fol-
lowing structure (Radovanović, T, 2019: 49-56):
• Th e research problem in this paper was based on the formulation of the basic 

question which should be answered during the research and the question was: 
What is the essence of integrated local and overall social planning and what 
are the general implications of its use? Th e research problem formulated this 
way was the basis for defi ning all other factors in this research project; 

• Th e subject of this research was the intention to research the essence of in-
tegrated local planning in more detail and to identify the infl uence of such 
planning on the future movement of the society in the local, national and 
international social community; 

• Th e goals of this research were to broaden the scientifi c knowledge in the fi eld 
of the new integrated local planning system, then to research the implications 
of such an improved planning system and thus improve the practical eff ec-
tiveness of the most important kind of the social planning; 

• Hypotheses in this research were considered as guidelines for solving the given 
research problem. In this context, the main hypothesis in this research is the 
following: While on purpose broadening the theory of integrated planning, 
the components of the integrativeness will be identifi ed in detail and that 
shall be the basis used to determine the infl uence of such planning on further 
development of local, national and international social community; 

• Scientifi c methods used in this research paper are comprised of a dialectical 
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method as general, study method as a distinctive and integral method as an 
individual method. Based on this, adequate techniques were defi ned for the 
collection of important research data, which were then interpreted by using 
logical procedures of induction and deduction. 

In such way, necessary theoretical material was collected for creation of this sci-
entifi c paper and the material was used in its following parts: 
• Introductory, central, part which deals with the structure and fundamentals 

of the integrated social planning, where using the appropriate argumentation, 
the new planning system was analyzed in more detail together with the gen-
eral social implications which will be caused by its use; 

• In the second part, the urgency of using this integrated local planning system 
was dealt with, where it is suggested that the results of this research should be 
used by developed countries to improve this planning system while the less 
developed countries should start using this planning system as soon as pos-
sible to catch up with the developed countries in the most eff ective way; 

• Th e next part of this paper refers to the identifi cation and discussion of the 
collected new scientifi c knowledges and the declaration of their practical use; 

• In the fi nal part of this paper, the general fi ndings of this research were de-
scribed (defi nitions and statements), with the possible solutions to this re-
search problem and verifi cation of the given research hypotheses. 

Th e list of the used scientifi c literature in this research is displayed at the end, and 
the list is modest in quantity due to the fact that the theory of local planning has 
just been constituted. 

THE PROFILE OF THE INTEGRATED LOCAL PLANNING 

Starting from the given research problem and defi ned goals of this research as 
well as from the theoretical range of the consulted scientifi c literature, the fi rst 
thing that should be done is to determine the essence of integrated local plan-
ning, and then to identify and explain the basic social implications of such plan-
ning. All this must be done to try to complete the just constituted theory of this 
planning and in such a way raise the practical eff ectiveness in this fi eld. 

Concerning the essence of integrated local planning which is being introduced 
into the developed countries without scientifi c basis, the fi rst thing that should 
be done is to explain the term “integrated” used for this kind of planning, then 
to identify the representative structures of the basic types of those plans (long-
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term, middle-term and short-term) and after that explain the character of the 
partnership between the state and social forces in such a planning system3. When 
explaining the essence of integrated local planning some other factors can be 
analyzed as well; however the three already listed factors are the most important. 
Th ey are characterized by the following (Mersal, A, 2016: 56-59):
• In integrated local planning, as scientifi cally based and the most eff ective, the 

term “integrated” is used and this term has several complementary meanings 
(Radovanović, T, 2019:36-45). Th e fi rst meaning has internal character and 
it includes planned relationships and relations among all the factors in a local 
community (Wigley, M & Petruney, T., 2015: 36-39). Th e other meaning 
includes externally planned connection between the factors of local commu-
nity and its environment (other local communities, its state and relevant in-
ternational community). Finally, the third meaning of this term includes the 
fact that the parties responsible for planning are the adequate state authorities 
and diff erent complementary social organizations (scientifi c and educational, 
political parties, diff erent associations etc.), while the other segments of the 
society can criticize the prepared local plans and give suggestions on how they 
can be improved. For the given reasons, the parties responsible for planning 
with the local organizations and population in certain aspects can participate 
in the preparation and evaluation of fi nished local plans and this has the full 
integrative character (Arimavciute, M, 2011:124-127); 

• In order to be successful, the integrated local planning should be based on the 
appropriate scientifi c theory. Th is is especially important for projecting the 
structures of basic local plans (long-term, middle-term, short-term). How-
ever, due to the late creation of this theory, the initiated local planning in 
developed countries was based on the recommendations given by UNCTAD, 
then European Commission, Th e World Bank and other international or-
ganizations that did not have the necessary scientifi c base for development 
planning. Th at is the reason why the applied plan structures are diff erent in 
many ways which in turn reduces their quality. Th e necessary structures of 
all basic integrated local plans, according to the results of the previous sci-
entifi c works in this fi eld, will be described briefl y. Th e basic structure of the 
long-term (strategic) local development plan (for the period from 10 to 15 
years) should be comprised of the following segments: the general profi le of 
the community, the reached development potential, the vision and the mis-
sion of the development, the goals and directions of integrated development, 

3 The obstacles in interpreting the essence of the integrated local planning in this paper are due to the 
fact that the scientifi c works published so far dealt with this topic superfi cially. 
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the integrated development projects, the eff ects of the projected development 
as well as the management of the development realization (Molebatsi, C, 
2012:11-13). Th e structure of the middle-term local development plan (from 
3 to 4 years) should contain the following segments: the frames and sources of 
planning, the selection of the development projects for comparison, the com-
parison of the chosen projects, the fi nal selection of projects, the preparation 
of the project documentation, the eff ects of the project realization, the fi nan-
ciers of the development projects, the management of the project realization 
(Rasoolimanesh, S, 2016:290). Finally, the structure of short-term (one year) 
plans should be comprised of: the order of project implementation, the activi-
ties of project implementation, the activities in project implementation, the 
activities in project evaluation, and the management of project realization. 
All this can be computerized and appropriate software can be used; in such a 
way special tool for collecting and usage of relevant information for creation 
of local plans is obtained; 

• Th e partnership between the state and society in integrated local planning, 
which was recently introduced into the developed countries, is theoretically 
complex. It is the consequence of the large social force comprised of a society 
with the high level of education that pressures the state and in such a way ac-
tively participates in the management of the society, which then leads to the 
decentralization of the public policy and practices in a certain country. Th is 
especially applies to the fi eld of local and overall social development planning 
as the most important segment in the management of the society and it is 
consequently spread onto the complete society and in such way it becomes 
democratic and effi  cient. Th is partnership, as far as the integrated local devel-
opment is concerned, is related to offi  cial and organizational participation of 
the most powerful and most competent social forces of the state in designing 
of all integrated local development plans as well as their realization. Such a 
new reality has huge (even epochal) consequences on each country and on the 
whole world (Frank, D, 2011: 135-138). 

• It can be concluded that the creation of state and social partnership in inte-
grated local planning represents the key cause for the democratic manage-
ment of the society in local governments and in the whole country, which 
leads to the decentralization in the management in such a country and regu-
lating the relations in the world as whole. However, it is a long process which 
is spreading and its spreading depends on the educational level of population 
in a certain country. Th is process is not strictly time determined and it can 
happen slowly or quickly depending on the strength of the democratic forces 
in each country (Green, L.N, 2016: 13-16);



255
Časopis za ekonomiju i tržišne komunikacije/ Economy and Market Communication Review

God./Vol. 9  •  Br./No. 2  •  Banja Luka, Decembar/December 2019  •  pp. 248-263

Noticeable implications of the use of integrated local planning in any country 
can be numerous and complementary. Th ey can infl uence the following: how 
the country is being run, the development of science, educational dynamics, 
national economy, environmental protection, social care, development of culture 
and security4. All these things need to be described further: 
• When using the integrated local and overall social development, due to the 

mentioned partnership between the state and society, the process of decen-
tralization will obviously be accelerated in the certain countries and the peo-
ple responsible for that will be the most competent representatives of the 
country and society, so the running of the society will approach the Plato’s 
concept of the state and the experience of the Nordic countries in this fi eld 
according to which the country should be run by the cleverest individuals, 
and that can enable the general partnership between the state and the society 
in the integrated local and overall social development. Th e summary of the 
results of such social changes can facilitate the new epoch in the development 
of mankind and it should be dealt with by the famous philosophers, political 
scientists and sociologists (Hamdouch, A, 2016: 21-22);

• In such an expected reality, the most important role will have the further 
development of science. With its content, it should lead to the adequate de-
velopment of integrated local and overall social development theory in all 
fi elds (planning etc.). Particularly, social science should gain new knowledge 
and in such a way as to create a foundation for further integrated and over-
all social planning from the aspect of further decentralization in running of 
the country and partnership between the country and society in this process 
while pointing out the fundamental infl uence of education in the society (lo-
cal, national and international) (Harrison, P, 2001: 178-180);

• According to this, further development of the educational level in a certain 
society has an important role in further decentralization and democratization 
of the public policy partner leadership in each country, which should be ex-
pected in the integrated local and overall social development as well. It should 
be emphasized that the level of education in each social community is directly 
related to its democratic power which is implicitly shown in the partnership 
between the state and social forces in running of a certain country (Bassand, 
M, 2001: 7-8). Th is key social rule should always be taken into consideration 
by leading state and social forces in each country and they should insist on 
the higher level of education of their population (Hanson, R, 2017: 8-10); 

4 Due to not enough described essence of integrated local planning, in the literature written so far, the 
implications of such a planning were not mentioned in details. 
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Th e use of such an integrated local and overall social planning system will, in the 
future, have the positive impact on all the aspects of work and social development, 
especially economy, ecology, standard of living, culture, life safety etc. (Mehanović 
& Palić, 2019:302) and in regards to that the following need to be added: 
• Such an expected future development of countries in the world will infl uence 

the development of their national economy. It will be represented in the con-
structive relation between national economy and unstoppable breach of inter-
national business and overall globalization in each country. Such a construct 
is related to the usage of the positive characteristics of international business 
(growth of gross domestic product and the level of employment), and on the 
other hand it is related to the diminishing of its negative characteristics (in-
clination to use natural resources recklessly, to suppress national business and 
similar). Such a future development of national economy should be followed 
by adequate international trade, whose further development will lead to orga-
nized general trade freedom which represses accompanying barriers (customs, 
protectionist and others) (Hirt, S, Stanilov, K, 2009: 11-14); 

• Similar should be expected in the further development of ecology, which must 
ensure sustainability and survival, so it should improve the protection of all 
social communities from the polluters of soil, air and water that are causing 
negative consequences on local, national and international social community 
as a whole. Most certainly, all these dangers harm the countries and the world 
as a whole and there is no alternative but to fi ght together and to protect the 
healthy environment and work space in each country and in the whole world;

• With such expected changes in the world, nation states and international 
community must work together to take care of narrowing the huge interna-
tional diff erences in the standard of life and protection of the most vulnerable 
members of the society in certain national communities (UN Habitat, 2009: 
117-120). Th is is important not only for humane reasons but because it also 
facilitates the economic and social growth of each nation state. It is clear that 
the further development of the whole social protection will be the constant 
process which will be changed and improved constantly;

• Further development of the entire culture, which will be caused by the ex-
pected decentralization of countries and their integrated planning and devel-
opment, will be comprehensive and complex. It will be moved in the direc-
tion of multiculturalism which will affi  rm collective general culture in all 
fi elds as the combination of the most valuable examples of national cultures. 
It means introduction of national and international care of the whole culture 
as the heritage of the former life and artistic expression and creation of certain 
parts and mankind as a whole (Kourliours, E, 2013: 4-7); 
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• Considering the previously mentioned expectations in partner leadership of 
the national communities by both state authorities and democratic forces, 
in the fi eld of their security there will be major changes. Although since Th e 
Peace of Westphalia (1648) the security focus was mainly on the country, 
there were some noticeable attempts to transfer the focus to the individuals 
and their prosperity. A proof of this is the Report of UN Development Pro-
gram from 1994 where the concept of human security is presented and the 
central place is given to the care of every single individual (UNDP, 1994). On 
the other hand, in the given conditions there are scientists who think that the 
country is a guarantee of safety of its people and that this fact should not be 
changed (Buzan, B, 2000). Such attitudes and many challenges in the present 
leadership of countries, certainly hinder the use of the previously mentioned 
concept of the UN about human security. However, the expected use of the 
scientifi cally based system of integrated local and overall social development 
eliminates all obstacles in affi  rming the concept of human security which will 
make the lives of future generations safer and of better quality. 

Previously described essence of the integrated local planning with all its accom-
panying implications indicates that this planning system is based on participa-
tion of reinforced democratic forces and it is caused by the increased level of 
education of people in the leading the whole social policy, while in the previous 
period it was done autonomously by the state. It is the fi rst and the most impor-
tant victory of the democratic forces which infl uences all other areas of life and 
the development of all countries and at the same time causes the decentraliza-
tion of authorities in each nation state. It is the epochal change in the further 
development of each national country and mankind as a whole. Th at is the rea-
son why in this paper, in the form of short concept, we described the expected 
outline of the changes in the most important areas of life and development of 
each country. It is clear that this description should point out the huge changes 
that will be caused by the partnership between the state and democratic forces in 
the decentralized leadership of each country – and it has the epochal character 
which should be explored in further detail by the leading philosophers, political 
scientists and sociologists (Matarrita, D, Brannan, M, 2012: 8-11). 

THE URGENCY OF APPLYING INTEGRATED PLANNING 

Th e new theory of integrated local planning which relies on the adequate social 
science and partnership between the state and society represents the revolution-
ary change not only in planning but also in all other areas of leading a certain 
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country. Th is planning system is defi nitely more effi  cient than the one used so far 
that is referred to as partial (elitist and of narrow interest) which is purely state 
planning. Recently, because of reinforced democratic forces, it has been applied 
in the developed countries while in other countries there are still forms of the 
partial local planning. Since the new scientifi cally based theory of integrated lo-
cal planning has just been constituted, in this paper we try to contribute to its 
full shaping and we think that all the countries should organize themselves and 
start using this new system. In application of this system huge diff erences can 
been seen between developed and underdeveloped countries. 

As far as developed countries are concerned, they should, taking into the consid-
eration the requirements of the new local planning theory, adequately innovate 
their law regulation in the planning area, then adjust their regulation in the area 
of planning improvement of adequate individuals from local governments and 
their plans for local development should be done by adequate expert organiza-
tions in that area – which means the following: 
• Innovation of law regulation in the area of local planning means that it should 

be adjusted to the requirements of newly formed integrated local planning 
theory especially when using the projected structures of the basic local devel-
opment plans (long-term, middle-term and staffi  ng) and the accompanying 
computerization and the usage of the appropriate software for relevant plan-
ning information. In such a way, according to this theory, the appropriate law 
regulation will be provided for all kinds of plans and their structure 

• Improvement of the law regulation for the planned training of people from 
the local governments regarding their expert education from the area of in-
tegrated local planning theory with the accompanying computerization and 
the usage of the appropriate software for relevant planning information. In 
such a way, those educated people become internal associates in the design 
of all integrated development of the local government basic plans. After that, 
there should be an obligation for the previously mentioned people to inno-
vate their knowledge and skills periodically considering the theoretical and 
legal changes in that area of planning; 

• According to the integrated local planning theory, the design of those plans should 
be done by expert teams formed by the hired external expert organizations in this 
area and the selected and educated internal planners. External experts should have 
the role of leaders in the plan design in methodological and integrated sense while 
internal planers should cooperate in development off  specifi c projects in the eco-
nomic, communal and social sense. In such way, necessary expert conditions for 
designing basic quality local development plans are met. 
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On the other hand, when taking into consideration the underdeveloped coun-
tries, their law regulation in the area of local planning is much weaker when 
compared to the same regulation in the developed countries. Th at is the reason 
why, for their accelerated switching to integrated local planning, it is necessary 
to urgently create the adequate program of implementing the integrated local 
development in those countries (especially African and others as well). Such im-
plementation should be done by competent expert organizations experienced in 
the matter5. Th e program should consist of projecting of the law regulations for 
integrated local planning, the design of action plan for the use of such regulation, 
i.e. the necessary education of leading experts in those countries for the success-
ful performance of such a huge endeavor – and it includes the following: 
• Projecting the law regulation for integrated local planning should be based on 

the theory of this planning which means the revision of the existing (if there is 
any) or the preparation of the new law regulation – especially in the area of so-
cial planning and expert training of the employees in the local governments; 

• Based on this, the action plan for the use of this regulation should be prepared 
and the leaders and the manner of use of this regulation should be mentioned 
in such a way that the system of local planning will be successfully introduced 
in a specifi c country; 

• Finally, according to all this, for the leading experts from a specifi c country, 
education about the mentioned topics should be organized so that they can 
become the emissaries of the practical introduction of the integrated local 
development in a specifi c country. 

It is clear that all these activities in developed and underdeveloped countries 
should be organized urgently, since they have strong infl uence onto the dynamic 
and quality of the further local government development as well as the develop-
ment of the countries to which those governments belong. 

RESEARCH RESULTS AND THEIR DISCUSSION 

After interpretation of the whole research, based on the methods of induction and 
deduction, it is possible to gain new scientifi c knowledge in the area of local and 

5 Such organizations that work internationally have recently appeared in some countries. One of them 
is, for example, College of Economics and Administration from Belgrade, Serbia (www.rafi n.edu, rs; 
offi ce@rafi n.edu.rs),  which is state accredited for such work and gathers the well known authors in 
the area of integrated local planning and provides services to the interested countries for implemen-
ting integrated local planning based on its own scientifi c publications in this area (now based on the 
publication „Integrated local planning“). Similar applies to the other organizations that deal with this. 
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overall social development planning. Th is newly gained knowledge includes the fol-
lowing discoveries: local and overall social development planning in each country 
directly depends on the level of education of the population; partial (state) system 
of development is more suitable for underdeveloped countries while the integrated 
system is suitable for developed countries; the integrated system of development is 
clearly more eff ective a has future potential, while the partial system is ineff ective 
and will not be used any more in the future; head-on use of the integrated local 
and overall social development planning in the world will consequently introduce 
a partnership between state and society in all aspects of the country leadership and 
bring huge and positive changes to the country (Radovanović, T., 2019: 22-27).

Th ese four new scientifi c discoveries need a short discussion: 
• Planning of local and overall social development defi nitely depends on the level 

of education of population since in the underdeveloped countries with the mod-
est education it is convenient to use purely state system while in the developed 
countries it is convenient to use the partnership between state and social system; 

• Due to the diff erences in the level of education, partial (state) system is con-
venient for less educated societies while integrated (state-democratic) system 
is convenient for the societies with higher levels of education; 

• Based on the expectation that the level of education around the world will rise 
and because of its high effi  ciency, integrated social development system has 
a future perspective while the partial system, because of its failing effi  ciency, 
must be eliminated soon;

• Finally, the partnership between state and social (democratic) forces in an 
integrated social planning system will logically spread onto all the areas and 
aspects of leadership in each country which will eventually cause many huge 
positive changes in certain countries and around the world. 

Th is and similar scientifi c knowledge contribute to the completion of the local 
and overall social development planning theory and in such a way it will be-
come scientifi c and effi  cient. Th e only obstacle is the positive verifi cation of this 
knowledge by the relevant scientifi c public and social practice itself – which is 
highly expected by the authors of this paper. 

CONCLUSION

Th e description of theoretical and practical discussions of the new integrated 
local planning in this paper make it possible to write a conclusion based on the 
short mentioning of the most important discoveries concerning this theory. 
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In the introduction, it was stated that around the world the theory of local plan-
ning, as the basic part of the social planning, was constituted very late. Th e delay 
was caused by the wish of each country to maintain its monopoly in this area 
and refuse changes. However, especially in the developed countries, due to the 
higher level of education, in recent years, the democratic forces are reinforced 
so they are able to fi ght for their partner participation together with the state 
in local planning and consequently in the leading of those countries. Th at was 
the reason for constituting the scientifi cally based integrated local planning, as a 
system which is indisputably more effi  cient than long lasting traditional (elitist 
and narrow interested) partial planning system. All this caused heterogeneous 
changes in theory and practice of this planning, so we decided to write this paper 
with the goal to improve all this based on its results. 

For the needs of this paper, the adequate research project was created and applied 
where the starting point was to defi ne the problem of this research by asking the 
question: what is the essence of integrated local and overall social planning and 
what are the general implications of its use? In such a context all other research 
factors were determined (subject, goals, hypotheses and methods), and they were 
the leading points in realizing this theoretical research. 

According to that, in the introduction, the range of consulted scientifi c literature 
was mentioned, and it was concluded that the literature showed the recommen-
dations given by the international organizations how to prepare local develop-
ment plans while the smaller part of literature mentioned scientifi c reinforce-
ment of this theory. Based on that fact, the subject of this paper is the essence of 
this planning and its accompanying and general implications. 

By analyzing the essence of integrated local planning in this paper, we defi ned 
the term integrativeness of such planning, modeling of all basic types and internal 
structure of those plans, as well as provided the explanation that the partnership 
between state and democratic forces in designing the plans, their implementa-
tion and their evaluation is necessary. All this is concluded with an important 
recommendation that in this planning system, an adequate model for collecting 
information (register and software) should be used because the preparation is 
easier and the quality of such plans is better. 

According to the observed essence of the planning system in this paper, and 
especially due to implied consequences of a partnership between state and demo-
cratic forces, the adequate implications of such local and overall social develop-
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ment were projected. It is concluded that the mentioned partnership started in 
the integrated local planning consequently very quickly enters all areas of social 
leadership and it causes decentralization of the country and general and epochal 
positive changes in the further development of each country and the whole man-
kind. Such implications, caused by the use of the integrated local and overall 
social planning, represent tectonic changes that should be dealt by philosophers 
and certain segments of social sciences. 

Considering the positive importance of the partnership between state and demo-
cratic forces in the running of each country, in this paper, the adequate programs 
are suggested for innovation of the already started integrated local planning in 
developed countries and for the accelerated implementation of this planning 
system in other countries which do not have experience with it. 

After the research, the important new scientifi c knowledge considering the es-
sence of integrated local planning was identifi ed in this paper; the knowledge 
about the partnership between state and democratic forces in running the coun-
try as well as knowledge about revolutionary positive changes caused by all these 
things. Additionally, in this paper expert models of local development basic plans 
were created together with the accompanying tools (register and software) for 
collecting the information. 

According to all this, it can be concluded that the given problem in this research 
was successfully solved and that the given hypotheses were verifi ed by that.
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