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AT CROSSROADS OF SERBIAN 

LITERATURE PERIODIZATION

Summary

The author examines the terminological and literary history di-
lemmas in terms of the periodization of Serbian literature, indi-
cates the shift from the older (chronological-philological) 
benchmarks to the newer, typological ones, which more clearly 
mark the processes where the poetic focus of one period is su-
perseded by the focus of another one. The downside of periodi-
zation lies in the Þ xity of boundaries between the periods, unal-
terable classiÞ cations of works and unsubstantiated moderni-
zation. The author perceives the relations between the literary 
periods as a dotty intersection of sets. With regard to the history 
and models of the periodization of Serbian literature, the au-
thor points out to the writers’ oeuvres (such as J. S. Popovi ’s, P. 
P. Njegoš’, . Jaksi ’s etc) as a dynamic blend of evolving poetic 
norms. The starting point of any periodization has to take into 
account the antinomies of equivalence, commonalities and di-
 erences, (quasi) synchrony and real diachrony. The classiÞ ca-

tion of works within one period assumes the minimal level of 
their key common features; every period/epoch is seen through 
the perpetual metamorphosis between two boundaries (the 
prevailing norms of the previous and the upcoming period).
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