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PROBLEM OF THE COMICAL IN AESTHETICS 

BY NICOLAI HARTMANN

Summary

This paper deals with the review of the comic phenomenon in 
Nicolai Hartmann’s Aesthetics. First, the problem of indeÞ na-
bility, which is characteristic to the theories of laughter, is pre-
sented, and then the basic settings of Hartmann’s phenomeno-
logical philosophical system, with determination of aesthetics’ 
place in it, are examined. The main part of the paper focuses on 
the phenomenon of the comic, which is viewed from the per-
spective of the theory of betrayed expectations. Hartmann 
makes a distinction between the comic, which is characteristic 
of an object, and laughter as a reaction to the comic. Emphasiz-
ing the connection between laughter and ethics, he distinguish-
es humor, which includes the positive ethos, and blank comic 
entertainment, joke, irony and sarcasm, based on the negative 
ethos. Comic phenomenon is observed by the principles of the 
stratiÞ ed structure of the piece of art. The paper aims to show 
the advantages and disadvantages of this approach to the prob-
lem of comic.
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