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CHARACTERS IN THE HISTORICAL DRAMAS BY MATIJA 

BAN AMONG NATIONAL, POLITICAL AND PRIVATE LIFE 

AND ABILITY OF SELF-FASHIONING

Summary

This paper, through Greenblatt’s theory of self-fashioning and 
correlated with Foucault’s understanding of power and dis-
course, determines the identity of the characters of the histori-
cal dramas Marojica Kaboga and Knez Nikola Zrinjski by Matija 
Ban, and the possibility of their “slipping out” of their assigned 
roles. The identity of the characters of Ban’s historical dramas 
symbolized several levels: national, cultural, political and pri-
vate. The invention of intent-mentioned historical drama al-
lowed for discourse on power, and found space for self-fashion-
ing heroes and their personal choice. The Þ nal part of the paper 
answers the question whether historical drama with such cer-
tain tendency can examine or expound about personal identity.
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