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1
789:7 ;7< =7:>?@A@89 <@ 9BCDE-
;FEG7 D@HFE =789I9J:E 9G=89-
:@K9DE /7LHIEL7A7; :M9NEAF7; 

<DE8@, @ =7;7I7A7 7A7; L7G@F@, CEB M9O 
C9 L@H=L@A@ C98@ AL87 =7AL?F@. " 
/7LHIEL DE > GF7;9G L@B;7A7L9G@, =7-
;7I7A7 F@ IEG> 7A7; L7G@F@, 7<C9D@7 <@ 
<9H:>H9D@ H:LEFE > IE A7<E, F@A7<EP9 
<@ HE 7F =789I9:7G >A9DE: C@A97 >B;LE< 
(Childs (ed), 2002: 117-9).1 "=@:, > H:8@<> 
H@ LEJEF9K7G 9B H7=HIAEF7; L7G@F@ 
(Forster, 2000: 222)2 7<89JF7 HE HF@8@-
B97. QER>I9G, :789:7 ;7< DE 7F 9BCDE-
;@A@7 <@ 7 I7GE D@AF7 ;7A7L9, C987 DE 
D@HF7 <@ HE :L9I9:@ HAE A9?E C@A98@ 
>=L@A7 7A9G H87DEG L7G@F@. " 7F H@G 
DE, F@:7F HA7DE ILEPE =7HDEIE "F<9D9, 
;7<9F> <@F@ F@:7F ?I7 DE "F<9D@ =7-
HI@8@ FEB@A9HF@ <LN@A@, =L989JF7 
7B87DEREF7 =L9G9DEI97 <@ DE > "F<9D9 
=789I9:@ F@DA@NF9DE =9I@ME (Childs, 

1 “Never been very much interested in politics……
incidentally, of course, I have”. 

2 69A7I DE D@AF9 F@HI>= F@ A9789F9 I7:7G :7DE; 
G7L@IE <@ F@>J9IE <@ HA9L@IE. (‘Life,’ wrote a 
friend of mine, ‘is a public performance on the 
violin, in which you must learn the instrument as 
you go along.)

2002: 27-30).3 '@:7RE, AEP 1922. ;7<9FE, > 

=9HG> 4@DE<> %7H> Q@H><>4, /7LHIEL FE 

=LEIDEL@F7 C9L@F9G L9DEJ9G@ ;7A7L9 

3 /7LHIEL DE F@:7F =7HDEIE 5$! KEFIL> > "F<9D9 
;7HI7A@7 > DE<F7D L@<97 EG9H9D9. 39F9 HE <@ 
H>G7LF7 7:I7C@LH:7 D>IL7 =L989:7G =78@H:@ 
F@;7A9DEHI987 <7G9F@FIF> @IG7HSEL> H@GE 
=7HDEIE. +F :@NE <@ DE =L9G9DEI97 BF@IF7 =7-
AEP@F7 B@F9G@ME B@ =789I9:>, IE <@ DE FEG7-
;>PE L@B>GDEI9 H@ALEGEF7; "F<9DK@ >:789:7 HE 
FE HOA@I9 <@ G> DE =789I9:@ 9BF@< HAE;@. 
5L9GDEIF7 DE /7LHIEL7A7 L@B7J@LEME I@:A7G 
H9I>@K9D7G. (The big change I noticed was the 
increased interest in politics. You cannot under-
stand the modern Indians unless you realize that 
politics occupy them passionately and constantly, 
that artistic problems, and even social problems 
– yes and even economic problems – are subsid-
iary. Their attitude is ‘Þ rst we must Þ nd the cor-
rect political solution, and then we can deal with 
other matters’.)

4 /7LHIEL7A =L9D@IET 9 T>C@AF9:, DE<F@ 7< =L7-
G9 FEFIF9O 89JF7HI9 > "F<9D9 > =LA7D 
=787A9F9 20. A9DE:@. *EG> DE L7G@F 9 =7HAE-
PEF. ,E<F@ 7< E=9B7<@ 9B ME;7A7; N9A7I@ DE 
AE7G@ 98>HIL@I9AF@. ,E<F7G =L989:7G Q@H>< 
DE =>I7A@7 A7B7G H@G > :>=E>, :@< DE F@9?@7 
CL9I@FH:9 7S9K9L 9 F@LE<97 G> <@ F@=>HI9 
:>=E.  GDEHI7 <@ ;@ =7H8>?@, Q@H>< ;@ DE =9I@7 
<@ 89 NE89 <@ G> 7I:9FE ;8@A>. !@:7F I7;@ H> HE 
H=L9D@IET989. +A@:A7 =7F@?@ME HE G7NE 7CD@-
HF9I9 =7DG7G “:>8I>LF@ ;L@G@I9:@” U7G9D@ 
(@CE.

(L@F:7 .LF7;7L@K
 F9AELB9IEI > (@M7D ->K9 UDK 821.111.09 Forster G.

 !"#$%"!&' ()*(+' ,'! 

-'"'*(./A 

-!*(+%0%)!#$(

/0123452:  !" #$ %!&' ()*#+$*)&', *),!-), 5>I > "F<9D>, ).'#/0/1' 
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7 "F<9DK9G@ 9 (L9I@FK9G@ 9 M9O7A7G 
BC89N@A@M> F@ 7=?IEG =8@F> (Childs 
(ed), 2002: 22).5 '@:@A 9HO7< DE 9 F@;7-
A9DE?IEF > L7G@F> (HA@ :78E:I9AF@ 
<L>  NEM@ 9 7:>=T@M@ <7N9AT@A@D> 
FE>H=DEO). 4 <L>;E HIL@FE, I@:A@ H9I>@-
K9D@, ;7I7A7 =@L@<7:H@8F7, <7A7<9 <7 
D@J@M@ 9F<9A9<>@8F9O AEB@. V@ I7 F9DE 
H@G7 /7LHIEL7A@ 9<ED@, =7:@B>D> 9 HI9-
O7A9 9B 19=89F;7AE =7EGE6 > :7D9G@ 7F 
AE89J@ HF@;> A7TE =7DE<9FK@ <@ =LE-
A@B9RE =7<DE8E :7DE H> G> F@GEIF>IE. 
"=@:, :@HF9DE PEG7 >=7BF@I9 19=89F-
;@ > FE?I7 <L>;@J9DEG HADEI8>, :@7 =9H-
K@ ,$+*).)3$ 9 B@ ,$+*).)3/, ?I7 HE 
FE G7NE LEP9 B@ /7LHIEL@. +AE :L@I:E 
98>HIL@K9DE H> H@G7 F@;7ADE?I@D ?9-
LE; <L>?IAEF7; :7FIE:HI@ 7A7; L7G@-
F@, =@ PEG7 L@BL@<9I9 FE:@ 7< :T>JF9O 
=9I@M@ 9B >A7<F7; <9DE8@ 7A7; L@<@. 

"@:7 B@DE<F9J:@ 9HI7L9D@ (L9I@-
F@K@ 9 "F<9D@K@ <@I9L@ D7? 7< =7JEI-
:@ 17. A9DE:@,7 > L7G@F> 9HI7L9DH:E LE-
SELEFKE FE HEN> <@TE 7< 1857. ;7<9FE, 
7<F7HF7 7< ILEF>I:@ :@<@ DE A8@HI > 
"F<9D9 H8>NCEF7 =LE?8@ > L>:E (L9-
I@FH:E "G=EL9DE. 'E ;7<9FE DE 9BC98@ 9 
=LA@ 7BC9TF9D@ 9 7L;@F9B7A@F9D@ =7-
C>F@ 87:@8F7; HI@F7AF9?IA@ (Loomba, 
2002: 79),8 :7D@ DE HA7D> LE=L9B> <7N9-

5   =9HG> 4@DE<> %7H> Q@H><> > HE=IEGCL> 1922. 
;7<9FE, /7LHIEL :@NE: ”Q9H89G <@ H> AEP9F@ 
"F<9D@K@, =7=>I AEP9FE $F;8EB@, ;7AF@, 9 
>7=?IE GE FE B@F9G@ <@ 89 H@7HDEP@D> DE<F9 H@ 
<L>;9G@ 989 FE. (I think that most Indians, like 
most English people, are shits, and I am not inter-
ested whether they sympathize with one another 
or not.)

6 “The Ballad of East and West”
7 OHF7A@F@ 1599. ;7<9FE, "HI7JF79F<9DH:@ 
:7G=@F9D@ 31. <EKEGCL@ F@LE<FE ;7<9FE <7C9D@ 
:L@TEAH:> =7AET> <@ HE C@A9 IL;7A9F7G. '@D 
G7F7=78 > IL;7A9F9 H@ "F<9D7G F9DE =LE:9F>I 
HAE <7 1813. ;7<9FE

8 #E89:@ =7C>F@ (Great Mutiny, Indian Mutiny); 
<@F :@<@ H> HE 9F<9DH:9 A7DF9K9 > CL9I@FH:7D 
A7DHK9 7:LEF>89 =L7I9A (L9I@F@K@ > FE:789:7 
;L@<7A@ ?9L7G "F<9DE. )F9@ -7GC@ > HA7D7D 
AEP =7GEF>I7DG :M9B9 ;7A7L9 7 D7? DE<F7D 
BF@J@DF7D =7HTE<9K9 IE =7C>FE, @ I7 DE <@ HE 
%3!4' ?'-"/# (‘mild Hindoo’) =LEIA@L@ > :LA7-
87JF7; H987A@IET@, ?I7 7=L@A<@A@ >=7ILEC> 

ADE8@ 1919. ;7<9FE :7< )GL9K@L@. 4G@-
IL@ HE <@ DE /7LHIEL 9H:7L9HI97 9 DE<F> 
9 <L>;> =7C>F> :@7 G7<E8 B@ FEG9LE 
=7H89DE H>REM@ <L )B9B>. "@:7 G> FE:9 
B@GDEL@D> FE7<LEREF7HI 9, HO7<F7 I7GE, 
FEADEL7<7HI7DF7HI > =LE<HI@AT@M> FE 
H@G7 IE =7C>FE AEP 9 7HI@89O <7;@R@D@ > 
L7G@F>, >=L@A7 DE I@ =7C>F@ DE<F@ 7< 
:T>JF9O HKEF@. !@9GE, L@B87; BC7; 
JE;@ H> HE "F<9DK9 7<8>J989 <@ C@? 
1857. ;7<9FE =LA9 =>I 7BC9TF9DE >;L7-
BE CL9I@FH:> A8@<@A9F> 8EN9 > I7GE 
?I7 DE =L7G9DEMEF@ =L9L7<@ IE A8@<@-
A9FE. V7 IE ;7<9FE "F<9D7G DE A8@<@8@ 
"HI7JF79F<9DH:@ :7G=@F9D@, :7D7D DE 
I@=9D> F@ I7 7;L7GF7 =L7HIL@FHIA7 
<@8@ D7? :L@T9K@ $89B@CEI@ I 1599. ;7-
<9FE. "@:7 DE C987 =7I=>F7 D@HF7 <@ DE > 
I7G <>;7G =EL97<> "HI7JF79F<9DH:@ 
:7G=@F9D@ <@AF7 =LE?8@ 7:A9LE HA7DE 
=LA7C9IFE F@GDEFE (IL;7A9F@), MEF@ 
H>?I9FH:@ 7<LE<F9K@ DE 9 <@TE C98@ 
E:7F7G9D@. 4@ <78@H:7G (L9I@FH:E 
"G=E L9DE, ;8@AF@ 7<LE<F9K@ IE A8@<@-
A9FE =7HI@DE =789I9:@, 9 I> F@HI@D> 
=L7C8EG9. $:H=87@I@K9D@ 9 <@TE 7HI@DE 
;8@AF9 K9T, @89 ><L>NEF@ H@ NET7G B@ 
=7I=>F7G <7G9F@K9D7G 9 @L7;@FK9D7G 
=7HI@DE FE=7<F7?T9A IELEI 87:@8F7G 
HI@F7AF9?IA>. ,E<@F 7< =L9GDEL@ IE 
@L7;@FK9DE DE 9 7=?E=L9OA@PEF9 HI@A 
<@ “$F;8EH:@ <LN9 "F<9D> B@ MEF7 
<7CL7”.9 QF7;9 9HI7L9DH:9 9BA7L9 ;7-
A7LE 7 ;7I7A7 FE=LE:9<F7G FE=L9D@ IE-
T HIA> U9F<>H@ 9 G>H89G@F@ F@ IEL9-
I7L9D9 <@F@?ME "F<9DE 9 5@:9HI@F@ 
(C><9HIE H> B@DE<F9J:9 =7I9HF>89), 9 > 
I7G =7;8E<> HE FE G7NE ;7A7L9I9 7 
(L9I@FH:7D "G=EL9D9 :@7 7 9F9K9-
D@I7L> I9O H>:7C@. 57ALEGEF@ =7<L?:@ 
7CDEG@ HIL@F@G@ 9 L@H=9L9A@ME H>:7-
C@ L@<9 7HIA@L9A@M@ H7=HIAEF9O 9FIE-

H98E, @ :@HF9DE 7G7;>P@A@ OEL7DH:9 HI@I>H CL9-
I@FH:9G A7DF9K9G@ :7D9 H> >JEHIA7A@89 > 
;>?EM> IE =7C>FE; 9F@JE C9 C98@ >=9IF@ A7DF@ 
7=EL@K9D@ I@:A9O L@BGDEL@.

9 ‘England hold India for her good’. .9F9B@G 
IAL<ME 7;8E<@ HE > FED@HF7D LESELEFK9 =L9HA7-
DF7; =L9<DEA@: B@ J9DE <7CL7? 
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LEH@ AEP DE FE?I7 H@HA9G <L>;7.. QE-
R>I9G, GF7;9 9BA7L9 ;7A7LE 9 7 =L7N9-
G@M> IE <A9DE LE89;9DE 9 :>8I>LE, IE 7 
>C8@N@A@M> GF7;9O L@<9:@8F9O HI@-
A7A@, =7;7I7A7 :7< G>H89G@F@ (Sher-
man, Grunfeld et al (ed.), 1994:152-3).10 
 =L@A7 DE I@D ADE:7AF9 H>N9A7I, =@ G@-
:@L 9 > FE=L9D@IETHIA>, <7?@7 <7 9BL@-
N@D@ > HKEF9 =7C>FE =L7I9A B@DE<F9J:7; 
FE=L9D@IET@, @ =7C>F@ DE I9G >H=DE-
?F9D@ 9 H=7FI@F9D@ BC7; J9MEF9KE <@ 
DE ;MEA =L7HADE<F9:@ 7=L@A<@F. 

&@ AL9DEGE :L@T9KE #9:I7L9DE (L9-
I@F9D@ HE >JALHI98@ :@7 :787F9 D@8F@ 
H98@, @ "F<9D> DE =L7;8@H98@ "*!4/7$, 
/ 2*/-'. '9O ;7<9F@ E:7F7GH:@ E:H=87@-
I@K9D@ <7HI9NE ALO>F@K, @89 A8@HI, F@ 
JE8> H@ A9KE;>AELFEL7G 9 "F<9DH:7G 
K9A98F7G H8>NC7G =LE<@F7 L@<9 9 F@ 
HA9G 7HI@89G 7C89K9G@ :787F9D@8F7; 
=7IJ9M@A@M@. QER>I9G, ><@TEF7HI 
"F<9DE, :@7 9 7;L7GF@ @>I7F7G9D@ :7D> 
DE CL9I@FH:@ :787F9D@8F@ >=L@A@ >N9-
A@8@, >J9F989 H> <@ HE > "F<9D9 9B<A7-
D9 =7HECF@ H:>=9F@ =7< F@B9A7G )F;87-
"F<9DK9, :7D> H> J9F989 CL9I@FH:9 
BA@F9JF9K9 9 J8@F7A9 M9O7A9O =7L7-
<9K@. "@:7 H> GF7;9 7< M9O <7?89 > 
"F<9D> =7 H8>NCEF7D <>NF7HI9, HG@-
IL@ D>P9 <@ PE I> =L7AEHI9 FE:789:7 ;7-
<9F@ 9 AL@I9I9 HE > (L9I@F9D>, N9A7I-
FE 7:78F7HI9 H> 9O JEHI7 IDEL@8E <@ I> 
=L7N9AE J9I@A HA7D A9DE:. " I7 FE BC7; 
I7;@ ?I7 9O DE FE:7 =L9H9T@A@7 F@ I7, 
AEP =L7HI7 BC7; J9MEF9KE <@ H> 9B;>-
C989 :7FI@:I H@ G@I9K7G, HOA@I@D>P9 
<@ HE A9?E FE G7;> >:87=9I9 > N9A7IFE 
I7:7AE :7< :>PE. '7 DE =7HTE<9K@ N9A7-
I@ > 9B78@K9D9, > =7HECF9G JEIALI9G@ 
S9B9J:9 7<A7DEF9G 7< 87:@8F7; HI@-

10 The Muslims of India, as the result of much gifted 
leadership, felt themselves to be an imperial as 
well as a chosen race[…] On the Muslim side we 
may say that the Indian atmosphere softened the 
original Turkish intolerance[…] The separateness 
of Hinduism and Islam has been emphasized. 
The two bodies remained distinct for nine centu-
ries, yet with so much intimate contact there was 
bound to be some mutual inß uence. 

F7AF9?IA@. 27I7A7 H@A <L>?IAEF9 N9-
A7I HE 7<A9D@7 > K9A98F9G :8>C7A9G@, 
:7D9G@ DE L9DEI:7 :7 9BA@F I7; :L>;@ 
9G@7 =L9HI>=. 17G>F9K9L@89 H> H@ 87-
:@8F9G HI@F7AF9?IA7G H@G7 7F789:7 
:789:7 DE I7 C987 F>NF7,11 B@IA@L@D>P9 
HE > HA7D @>I9HI9JF9 HA9DEI. &@I7 F9DE 
F9 J><F7 <@ H> HA9 )F;87-"F<9DK9 > 
L7G@F>, HEG ;7H=7<9F@ /98<9F;@, .7)-
#-!+' (/7LHIEL, 2002: 58)12 89:7A9, :7D9 
H> HA7D N9A7I =7<LE<989 H@G7 DE<F7D 
HIA@L9: >=L@AT@M> L@<9 >=L@AT@M@. 
49L7G@?IA7 M9O7A7; <>O@ HE 7;8E<@ 9 
> M9O7A7G 7<F7H> =LEG@ OL9?P@FHIA>, 
@89 9 LE89;9D9 >7=?IE, ?I7 B@=L@A7 9 
J9F9 7A@D L7G@F B@F9GT9A9G 9 C9I-
F9G > HADEIH:9G 7:A9L9G@, A7<EP9 =L9 
I7G L@J>F@ 7 J9MEF9K9 <@ DE LE89;9D@ 
7A<DE, =L9DE HAE;@, :T>JF9 H9GC78 
9<EF I9IEI@. "=@:, :@:7 HE =L9J@ > L7-
G@F> L@BA9D@, I@:7 HE L@BA9D@ 9 9<ED@ 7 
"F<9D9 :@7 F@K9D9, :@7 9<EFI9IEI> 
:7D9 DE F@<LEREF HA9G 7HI@89G, =@ I@:7 
9 LE89;9DH:7G.

!E:789:7 <EKEF9D@ N9A7I > "F<9-
D9 HE 7<A9D@7 =7 7A7G G7<E8>, @ 7F<@ H> 
HE HIA@L9 F@;87 =L7G9DEF98E H =7D@A7G 
2@F<9D@ 9 9BC9D@MEG 5LA7; HADEIH:7; 
L@I@. (L9I@FH:@ :787F9D@8F@ A8@HI DE 
HF@NF7 >B<LG@F@, 9 D@AT@D> HE HAE 
HF@NF9D9 B@OIDEA9 B@ H@G7HI@8F7?P>, 
?I7 98>HIL>DE )B9B7A@ =LE=9L:@ H@ 
/98<9F;7G (/7LHIEL, 1981: 316).13   I7G 
=EL97<> /7LHIEL DE <A@ =>I@ =7HDEI97 
"F<9D> (1912, 1921), 9 ME;7A9 >I9HK9 H> 
AL87 L@B89J9I9, =7?I7 DE HADE<7J97 
=L7KEH9G@ :7D9 H> HE I@<@ 7<A9D@89. 4 

11 27H=7R@ '>LI7F :7L9HI9 H@G7 9G=EL@I9A > 
7CL@P@M> "F<9DK9G@, =7?I7 DE I7 DE<9F9 
7C89: :7D9 :7L9HI9 > :7G>F9:@K9D9 H@ H8>;@G@, 
@ HA> =7H8>;> > 3@F<L@=7L> J9F9 87:@8F7 
HI@F7AF9?IA7.

12 57BF@I@ /7LHIEL7A@ =7<DE8@ F@ .7)#-!+$ 9 
)2*/43$ 89:7AE

13 !@ H@G7G :L@D> L7G@F@ <L )B9B ;7A7L9 /98-
<9F;> <@ PE DE<F7; <@F@, :@<@ $F;8EH:@ =7F7A7 
C><E > =L7C8EG9G@ F@ FE:7G <L>;7G :L@D> 
HA>DEI@, "F<9DK9 9BC@K9I9 $F;8EBE 9 <@ PE 
I@<@ =L9D@IETHIA7 9BGER> M9O <A7D9KE C9I9 
G7;>PE.
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<L>;E HIL@FE, /7LHIEL ;7A7L9 9 7 98>-
B9D9 >=7BF@A@M@ .*!&$ "F<9DE, @ >=L@A7 
DE I7 B@C8><@ ;7H=7RE Q7L 9 )<E8E 1AE-
HI9<, DE<F@:7 :@7 ?I7 H> > B@C8><9 9 
D>F@K9 '+!3'0!-#2'= L7G@F@ > =7:>-
?@D> <@ >=7BF@D> .*!&/ "I@89D>. 57H89DE 
5LA7; HADEIH:7; L@I@ =7HI@87 DE D@HF7 <@ 
CL9I@FH:9 >I9K@D > HA9DEI> ;>C9 F@ HF@-
B9, IE <@ DE =7ILECF7 GF7;7 A9?E 
LE=LEH9DE 9 @L7;@FK9DE <@ HE C@L FE?I7 
7< I7; >I9K@D@ H@J>A@. '7 DE AL87 CLB7 
<7AE87 <7 AEP =7GEF>IE =7C>FE > )GL9-
K@L>, @ /7LHIEL DE FE<>;7 =7I7G 9BD@ A97 
<@ DE (L9I@F9D@ DE<9F@ 9G=EL9D@ :7D@ HE 
>L>?98@ BC7; FE=L9HI7DF7HI9 (Childs 
(ed), 2002: 19).14 "@:7 DE GF7;7 L@B87;@ 
?I7 B/+ / 8-"'0/ F9DE 7CD@ ATEF L@F9DE 
(DE<F7 7< F@DJE?P9O 7CD@ ?MEM@ DE /7L-
HIEL7A@ FEG7;>PF7HI <@ ADEL7<7HI7DF7 
:LE9L@ 89: =L7SEH7L@ 27<C78@, @ FE 
ILEC@ B@C7L@A9I9 F9 JEI9L9 ;7<9FE 
L@I@ > :7GE DE /7LHIEL >JEHIA7A@7), H9-
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FORSTER’S INDIA AS A PARADIGM OF DIVISION

Summary

The paper deals with Forster’s novel A Passage to India, depict-
ing the historical background to the ever-growing divisions 
and clashes in India under the British Empire. Focusing on the 
issues of identity and centre-margin relationship in a colony, 
the author aims to show how topical and dynamic these issues 
are in the postcolonial world too. A particular attention is paid 
to the position of women in the novel, thus showing the com-
prehensive range of postcolonial paradigms, whose focus to-
day is rather interdisciplinary.
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