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=;EB>D?9 =N;CN79 SEME. ':;C9I> B9 N G:-
C7EP> PE G;:H?:J P9JL:J BGN<CEMN ?E 
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EBC7:?:JB=E P?EKE BA:M>8 :BAEMEDE O>: 
„G:HN8AEC H:BC:ME? *NC?E >;> )M?<CE-
M?E“ ((:<=:A>R: 74), :HEA?: G79H >BG>-
C>AED9 ?EJ9RN G>CEK9 HE ;> M9 9A7:G-
B=>J :BAEMEK9J 7EP:79?E M9H?E I>A>;>-
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BCNGKN 7EPA:ME N H7N@>J =7EM9A>JE BA9-
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(;:@:@7EFB=:J) G>BJN, =E=A9 BN O>;9 BA9 
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B79H?: 7EPA>C> > HAE :B?:A?E A>HE J9-
P:EJ97>D=>8 G>BJ9?:BC> U 4EG:C9I>JE 
BC7N=CN7?: > 87:?:;:<=> O;>B=: 1(*(/-
0"  -$01 , =:M9 >JE :;J9D=9 =:79?9, > 
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?9PEA>B?: :H G7A:@. !>M9 BG:7?: HE G>-

3 4>BC9J =E;9?HE7E O>: M9 N B79H><CN D>CEA9 
=N;CN79 > =:BJ:@:?>M9 ?9 BEJ: H79A?>8 SEME, 
?9@: BA>8 ENC:8C:?>8 =N;CN7E 479HK9 )J97>-
=9. 1E: > BA> :BCE;>, > SEM9 BN >JE;9 HAE =E-
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=:79?>JE (www.ancientscripts.com /Lawrence Lo./).
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A9R>?E G7:NDEAE;EIE G:BNJKE;E N A9-

7:H:BC:M?:BC -E?H>?:@ G:HEC=E (NG. 
?G7. >P7>D>CN CA7HKN ,:8E?9BE /7>H7>-
8E (1979: 189) : A9<CED=:J =E7E=C97N C:@ 
E;FEO9CE). 4G:7?> E;FEO9C ?>M9 B9 N=;E-
GE: ?> N 79=:?BC7N>BE?N B;>=N JEME?B=9 
=N;CN79, N =:M:M AE7AE7B=9 :B:O>?9 O7:M-
DE?: G79C9TN ?EH I>A>;>PEI>MB=>J. 1E-
C9@:7>D=> BA7BCEAEMNR> G79C=:;NJO:A-
B=N >?H>ME?B=N G>BJ9?:BC N G79CG>BJ9-
?:BC, Z9M 29;O M9 K>8:A9 A>B:=9 H:J9C9 N 
:O;EBC> JEC9JEC>=9 > EBC7:?:J>M9 ?E-
PAE: „N?>=EC?:J G:MEA:J N :=A>7>JE :G-
<C9 =N;CN7?9 PE:BCE;:BC> "?H>ME?EIE“ 
> NG:79H>: >8 B 7EP7EQ9?>J 9C>D=>J > 
79;>@>:P?>J ND9K>JE O>O;>MB=>8 ,9-
A79ME, =:ME BN HE;9=: G79AEP>;EP>;E K>-
8:A9 O9P?EDEM?9 NBG989 N :O;EBC> G:;>-
C>=9, 9=:?:J>M9 > C98?>=9 (29;]O: 64U65). 

2 — -E?H>? JEME?B=> „E;FEO9C“ ((:<=:A>R: 15).

S9QNC>J, :G<CE B;>=E G79C=:;NJ-
O:AB=>8 B79HK:EJ97>D=>8 =N;CN7E, 
NG:79Q9?E BE H79A?>J I>A>;>PEI>MEJE, 
G79 :BCEALE NC>BE= 7EP;>D>C>8 F:7J> 
?9@: 7EP;>D>C:@ BEH7TEME, <C: M9 N A9-
;>=:M J97> G:B;9H>IE K>8:A9 @9:@7EF-
B=9 :HA:M9?:BC> :H :BCE;:@ BA9CE. "BC: 
AET> > PE K>8:AN =7A:;:D?N 79;>@>MN. 
!><CE JEK9 =7A:;:D?E ?>BN O>;E ?> 
BE87EK>AEKE BNJ97B=>8 A;EHE7E > 9@>-
GECB=>8 FE7E:?E, =E: > J?:@>8 A9;J:TE 
BCE7>8 $A7:GLE?E, B =:M>JE BN N @7:O :H-
;EP>;9 > K>8:A9 T9?9 > O7:M?E G:B;N@E. 
^NH:TH97BCA: JEME?B=>8 O:@:AE, =E=: 
B9 A>H> >P =K>@9 );9=BE?H7E (:<=:A>RE 
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SEME?B=E 79;>@>ME, O>;: M9 :AEG;:R9K9 
E?>J>BC>D=> B8AER9?>8 G7>7:H?>8 PE-
=:?E G: =:M>JE B9 T>A:C :O9PO9QNM9 
T7CA:AEK9J T>A:CE. ^NHB=E T7CAE, G:-
GNC 4:F:=;:A9 "F>@9?>M9 ?E 'EN7>H> 
>;> BCE7:PEA9C?9 T7CA9 )A7EEJ:A9, > 
:AH9 M9 ?EMA><> 9C>D=> G:BCNGE=, ?EMMED> 
>P7EP A979 > 87EO7:BC>.

 CA7QNMNR> EGBN7H?N D>K9?>IN HE 
BN B79HK:EJ97>D=> "?H>ME?I>, G:GNC 
1>?9PE > BCE7>8 $@>GRE?E, BCA:7>;> 
B:GBCA9?N A7BCN 8E7C>M9 :H ;>BC:AE E@E-
A9 > :H K9 G7EA>;> =K>@9, E HE G7>C:J 
?>BN >JE;> G>BJ: N G7EA:J BJ>B;N 
79D>, BA> BN ENC:7> >GE= BE@;EB?> N C:J9 
HE N K>8:A:M G>BJ9?:BC> G:BC:M9 > G7>-
J97> F:?:@7EF>M9. 'E=: M9, ?E G7>J97, 
,:8E?9B /7>H7>8 N:D>: =E=: N ?9=>J 
G7>J97>JE G:BC:M9 ;E=: N:DL>A> EF>=-
BE;?> 9;9J9?C>, =:M> B9 H:HEMN :=: 
:B?:A?:@ P?E=E. !E :B?:AN C:@E /7>-
H7>8 M9 PE=LND>: =E=: M9 CN 79D : G79-
C9T?: G:MJ:A?:J G>BJN BE :H79Q9?>J 
F:?9CB=>J 9;9J9?C>JE. &O:@ C:@E M9 
B79H>?:J 20. A9=E G79:A;EHEAE: PE=LN-
DE= HE B9 G:D9C=:J 16. A. G79C=:;NJO:A-
B=E G>BJ9?:BC ?E;EP>;E ?E 7E?:J 
BCNGKN >H9:@7EF>M9 (G>=C:@7EF>ME), >B-
C:J :?:J ?E =:J9 M9 O>;: > 9@>GECB=: 
G>BJ: N ?EMBCE7>M9J G97>:HN, > HE M9 
N?><C9K9J >?H>ME?B=9 =N;CN79 ?EB>;-
?: G79=>?NCE K9@:AE 9A:;NI>ME (Kulun-
dži\: 388; /7>H7>8: 191; Vollemaere: 183).

  :B?:A> H7N@ED>M9 J><L9K9 : 
BC7N=CN7> JEME?B=:@ G>BJE >P?9: M9 B79-
H>?:J 20. A9=E 7NB=> ?END?>= ,N7>M 1?:-
7:P:A (H9CEL?: >P;:T9?: N K9@:A>J 
=K>@EJE 4>BC9JE G>B]JE H79A?>8 JE_[, 
S:B=AE 1955, > 5>B]J9??:BC] >?H9_I9A 
JE_[, S:B=AE / -9?>?@7EH 1963), NCA7-
QNMNR> HE :?: ?> N D9JN ?>M9 PE:BCEME;: 
PE 9@>GECB=>J G>BJ:J >;> =;>?:G>B:J. 
1?:7:P:A M9 O>: G7A> ?END?>= =:M> 
JEME?B=> E;FEO9C W>9@E H9 -E?H9 ?>M9 
BJEC7E: O9BJ>B;>I:J, A9R M9 NG7EA: 
G:J:RN K9@E G79H;:T>: BA:M9 H9<>F7:-
AEK9 :A:@E G>BJE. "BC>DNR> HE BN 7E?>M> 

G7:NDEAE:I> N BA:J :H7>IEKN A97:H:-
BC:M?:BC> -E?H>?:@ E;FEO9CE :;E=: 
G79?9O79@EAE;> -E?H>?N D>K9?>D?N 
G9HE?C?:BC >, ?E7:D>C:, :?: J9BC: N 
K9@:A:J C9=BCN N =:M9J CA7H> =E=: SEM9 
„G><N CE=:Q9 G: B;:@:A>JE“, 1?:7:P:A 
M9 N C:M CA7HK> G7:?E<E: =LND PE 
7EPNJ9AEK9 G7E=C>D?9 NG:C79O9 K9-
@:A:@ E;FEO9CE ( C9AB=E[: 45). -E?H>?> 
P?EI>, HE=;9, ?9 G79HBCEALEMN ?>=E=EA 
ON=AE;?> E;FEO9C ?9@: B;:@:A?9 9;9-
J9?C9 =;EB>D?:@ B;:A9B?:@ (;:@:@7EF-
B=:@) G>BJE, =:M> G:BC:M9 > N BA>J H79A-
?>J 8>M97@;>FB=>J G>BJ9?:BC>JE. 
+AE =A: J><L9K9 H:CEH B=:7: ?9G:P?E-
C:@ >BC7ET>AEDE, =:M> B9 G7>C:J ?>M9 
NBC7NDEAE: :H C:@E HE :CA:79?: G:;9J>-
<9 BE A:H9R>J JEME?>BC>JE, G:GNC 9?-
@;9B=:@ BC7NDKE=E $7>=E ':JGB:?E (E. S. 
Thompson), N G:D9C=N M9 >PEPAE;: H:BCE 
G:;9J>=9 NB;9H ?97EPNJ9AEKE > PEO;NHE 
=:M9 BN CEHE G79:A;EHEAE;9 N PEGEH?>J 
BC7ND?>J =7N@:A>JE N A9P> B >H9:-
@7EF>M:J N:G<C9 > J9P:EJ97>D=:J 
>?H> ME?B=:J G>BJ9?:<RN G:B9O?:. 4EJ 
M9 ':JGB:? M:< NA9= A97:AE: HE JEME?B=> 
P?EI> ?9JEMN @;EB:A?: P?ED9K9, A9R HE 
BN C: G79C9T?: B9JE?C>D=9 >H9M9. #79J9 
M9, J9QNC>J, G:=EPE;: HE M9 1?:7:P:A 
O>: N G7EAN > A:H9R> BEA79J9?> JEME-
?>BC> BN ?:A>J H:=EP>JE G:C=79G>;> 
G79CG:BCEA=N : =;EB>D?:J 8>M97:@;>F-
B=:J =E7E=C97N JEME?B=9 G>BJ9?:BC>, 
>BC>DNR> HE M9 JEME?>BC>=E CE=:Q9 H:-
O>;E BA:M „=EJ9? >P %:P9C9“ > BA:@E 0EJ-
G:;>:?E (D. H. Kelley: 4U5, 165U173; M. 
Coe, J. Kerr: 53U54; M. Makri: 175; Rogers: 
234).

);FEO9C W>9@E H9 -E?H9, G:GNC 9@>-
GECB=:@ „GB9NH:E;FEO9CE“, N :B?:A> M9 
:H@:AE7E: B;:@:A?>J P?EI>JE JEME?B=:@ 
G>BJE, =:M> BN >JE;> BCE?HE7H>P:AE?: 
F:?9CB=: P?ED9K9. 5:BC:MEK9 F:?:-
@7EFB=9 =EC9@:7>M9 N JEME?B=:J G>BJN 
NO9HL>A: G:CA7QNM9 N?E=7B?: D>CEK9 
P?E=:AE, =E=: M9 C: G:=EPE: NG7EA: 1?:-
7:P:A [NG. B;>=E 3].
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3 U 57>J97> F:?:@7EFB=9 G7>J9?9 JEME?B=>8 
P?E=:AE: bu-lu-c(u) U „11“, tzu-l(u) U „GEB“, cu-
tz(u) U „RN7E?“, lu-b(a) – „GEH“, i-ba-k(a); 
„:=;:G?>=“ (armadillo), ka-k(a) – „AEC7E“, cu-
ch(u) – „O79J9“, chu-ca-h U „N8AER9?“, ma-c(a) – 
?EP>A J9B9IE, ma-m(a) U O:TE?BCA: SEJ, ka-
m(a) – „H:O>C>, G7>J>C>“, pa-k(a) – „B;>=E; 
:=79?NC> ?E:GE=:“, pa-c(e) U „NP9C> PE B9O9“, 
ku-ch(e – „:7E: BC7A>?E7 cu“ (1?:7:P:A 1957: 
77; Kelley: 173).

': M9 :J:@NR>;: HE B9 G7:?>=?9 N 
7EPNJ9AEK9 BC7N=CN79 JEME?B=>8 P?E=:-
AE > 7EP:C=7>;: M9 N K>JE >BC9 :?9 9;9-
J9?C9 =:M> G:BC:M9 > N :BCE;>J >H9:-
@7EFB=>J G>BJ9?:BC>JE. &?E= M9 > :AH9 
BEBCEAL9? >P :B?:A?:@ G:MJ:A?:@ H9;E, 
=:M> M9 ?:B>;EI P?ED9KE (;:@:@7EJ), > 
F:?9CB=>8 H:HECE=E N D>BC: @;EB:A?:M 
N;:P> (B>;EO:@7EJ>) [B;>=E 4]. /:?9C-
B=> H:HEI>, =:M> BN N A>HN H>ME=7>C>=E 
H:HEAE?> :=: :B?:A?:@ P?E=E, G: BA:M:M 
G7>7:H> ?> :AH9 ?>BN ?><CE H7N@: H: 
B=7ER9?> > NG7:<R9?: ?EG>BE?> ;:@:-
@7EJ>. 4;>D?: =E: N =;>?:G>BN, 
G:MJ:A?> P?EI> BN > :AH9 O>;> A><9 
C7EH>I>ME ?9@: BCAE7?E G:C79OE, G:<C: 
B9 A9R>?E P?E=:AE D9<R9 NG:C79OLEAE;E 
=E: B>;EO:@7EJ> =:M> BN G: G:C79O> 
J:@;> HE >JEMN > G:MJ:A?: P?ED9K9.

4 U G+& B#(C0"&  +:$"& 1(*(/0" B -$01( (Coe, 
Kerr: 54). "BC: =E: N =;>?:G>BN, 79D B9 J:@;E 
G>BEC> ?E A><9 ?ED>?E: ?G7. BALAM („ME@NE7“) 
J:T9 HE ONH9 ?EG>BE? D>BC: G>=C:@7EFB=>, 
G:J:RN @;EA9 ME@NE7E, E M:< D9<R9 ;:@:B>;E-
O>D=> B H:HEC=:J F:?:H9C97J>?EC>AE /ba/, /
ma/, =E: > D>BC: F:?:@7EFB=> G:J:RN B;:@:AE 
[ba-la-ma].

 :O>DEM9?> G:79HE= P?E=:AE M9 C>GE 
Cons U Voc U Cons U Voc, G7> D9JN M9 H7N-
@> A:=E; G: G7EA>;N >BC:@ 79HE =E: > 
G7A>, <C: O> P?ED>;: HE M9 JEME?B=: G>B-
J: :H7ETEAE;: PE=:? A:=E;B=9 8E7J:-
?>M9, <C: G79HBCEALE BC7N=CN7?N :H;>-
=N BEA79J9?:@ MN=EC9D=:@ M9P>=E > G9?N-
C>MB=>8 >?H>ME?B=>8 M9P>=E N 1E;>F:7-
?>M> (Kelly: 169U170; 1?:7:P:A 1957: 80). 
  BCE?HE7H?:M EF>=BE;?:M NG:C79O> G:-
M9 H>?>8 P?E=:AE BC7NDKEI> PE JEME?B=9 
M9P>=9 BN :C=7>;> K>8:AN 7EP?:A7B?N 
@7EJEC>D=N N;:@N – C9B?N A9PN B EF>-
=BEI>M:J N 97@EC>A?:M J:7F:;:@>M> JE-
ME? B=>8 M9P>=E (Calvet: 210U211; Coe, Van 
Stone: 20U36) [B;>=E 5].

5   WE?EB M9 7EPME<K9?: HE M9 JEME?B=> B>BC9J 
G>BJE O>: A9:JE NBEA7<9? N O9;9T9KN ?9 BEJ: 
F:?9CB=>8 BG9I>F>D?:BC>, ?9@: > CE?E?>8 
?>ME?B> B;:T9?:@ @7EJEC>D=:@ B>BC9JE JEME?-
B=>8 M9P>=E [Coe, Van Stone: 9]. ,9HE? O7:M EF>=-
BE;?>8 P?E=:AE, CPA. J:7F:B>;EO:@7EJ>, >JE: 
M9 AET?N @7EJEC>D=N N;:@N   N=>HE: M9 H9;:AEK9 
A:=E;B=9 8E7J:?>M9 > @7EH>: 7EP?:A7B?9 @7E-
JEC>D=9 :O;>=9   =E: <C: M9 B;NDEM BE >J9?:J 
O:@E Bolonyocti („H9A9C =:7E=E“), =:M9 M9 O>;: 
BEBCEAL9?: :H P?E=E PE O7:M H9A9C (bolon), P?E-
=E PE HE? (oc) > BNF>=BE ti (te), =:M> M9 >JE: BEJ: 
B;:@:A?N A79H?:BC (Calvet: 206).
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+B?:A?> BJ97 D>CEKE M9 A:H:7EAE?, 
E 79Q9 NBG7EAE?, N :OE B;NDEME B ;9AE ?E 
H9B?:, H:= M9 G:79HE= P?E=:AE G7EA>;?:@ 
;>?9E7?:@ =E7E=C97E G:GNC ?>PEKE 79D> 
N 79D9?>I>, <C: M9 C>G>D?E F:?:@7EFB=E 
:H;>=E BA>8 H79A?>8 G>BJ9?:BC>.

"E=: B9 HE?EB J:T9 BJEC7EC> H:=E-
PE?>J HE BN SEM9 >JE;> G>BJ: N G7EA:J 
BJ>B;N 79D>, K9@:A: H9<> F7: AEK9 M:< 
NA9= ?>M9 :=:?DE?:, M97 M9 :H :=: 8>LEHN 
JEME?B=>8 P?E=:AE G7:CNJED9? C9= JEK> 
H9:. ,9HE? :H @;EA?>8 7EP;:@E M9 CEM <C: 
B9, > G:79H T>A>8 JEME?B=>8 M9P>=E, ?9 
P?E M9P>= BG:J9?>=E, PEC: <C: M9, :B>J 
7EP;>D>C9 M9P>D=9 :B?:A9, MN=ECE?B=9 
SEM9 >P -E?H>?:@ A79J9?E 7EPHAEME;: 
G9C A9=:AE :H K>8:A>8 A9;>=>8 87EJ:AE 
N MNT?:J S9=B>=N > 2AEC9JE;>. WE?EB M9, 
J9QNC>J, BEBA>J MEB?: HE BN ?:A>J BE-
P?EK>JE N G:CGN?:BC> G:O>M9?E 7E?>ME 
B8AECEKE : >?F97>:7?:BC> J9P:EJ9-
7>D=>8 >?H>ME ?B=>8 =N;CN7E > K>8:A>8 
G>BJ9?:BC>. ': G79 BA9@E AET> PE 29;O:-
AN J:?:@9?9CB=N C9:7>MN : 7EPA:MN G>B-
JE, D>M> M9 :GBCE?E= ?9G:B79H?: PEA>B>: 
:H NCA7Q>AEKE =E7E=C97E :A>8 G>BJ9?:-
BC>. &EC: >8 M9 29;O ?9 BEJ: N I9;>?> 
BA7BCE: N G79CG>BJ9?:BC, A9R B9 O>: NGN-
BC>: > N =7EMK9 BG:7?: H:=EP>AEK9 „:G-
<C9 =N;CN7?9 PE:BCE;:BC> "?H>ME?EIE“. 
5B9NH:?END?> =E7E=C97 :A9 8>G:C9P9 
:HEA?: A><9 ?>M9 BG:7E?. !EBNG7:C 
K9@:A:M G79?E@L9?:M CA7HK> =E=: „=E: 
?EMO:L> H:=EP C:@E HE G>BJ9?:BC SEME 
?>M9 O>;E G>BJ: N G7EA:J BJ>B;N 79D> 
B;NT> :D>@;9H?E D>K9?>IE HE :?: M:< 
NA9= ?>M9 H9<>F7:AE?:“ (62), HE?EB BC:M9 
B;9H9R9 79D> EJ97>D=9 JEME?>BC=>K9 
SE7C9 SE=7> (Macri: 180), N =:M>JE M9 
BEH7TE?: > :OME<K9K9 PE<C: CN G>BJ9-
?:BC ?>M9 J:@NR9 N G:CGN?:BC> H9<>F-
7:AEC> > PE<C: B9 ?9 J:T9 79R> HE C: 
?>M9 O>;E G>BJ9?:BC N G7EA:J BJ>B;N 
79D>:

5>BJ9?E =N;CN7E >@7E;E M9 A9:JE AET?N N;:@N N 
>BC:7>M> 479HK9 )J97>=9. 4AE=E G:7:H>IE 
M9P>=E >JE ?EP>A9 PE ‘GEG>7’, ‘=K>@N’, ‘G>BE7E’ > 
‘G>BEK9’. !ETE;:BC, :?: <C: P?EJ: : C>J G>B-

J>JE PEB?:AE?: M9 ?E A9:JE JE;:J > G: G7EA>-
;N ?9H:A:L?: 79G79P9?CEC>A?:J >PO:7N C9=-
BC:AE =:M> M:< G:BC:M9. 5E >GE=, > =7:P CN JNC-
?N B;>=N J> A>H>J: PEH>ALNMNRN 7EP?:;>=:BC 
G>BJ9?9 =:JN?>=EI>M9 =:ME M9 G:BC:ME;E N :A:J 
H9;N BA9CE [NG. B;>=9 6, 7].

6 U SEME?B=> P?EI> PE -$0(#(, 0"3:-! #( $ -#$-
- 5&+(?( (Coe, Kerr: 90) G>BE?> ?E HAE ?ED>?E: 
;:@:B>;EO>D=> > BEJ: B>;EO>D=> (F:?:@7EF-
B=>). 1:;>=: M9 N;:@E G>BJ9?:BC> O>;E AET?E N 
JEME?B=:M I>A>;>PEI>M> BA9H:D9 > D>K9?>I9 HE 
M9 > BEJ K>8:A O:@ BCA:7>C9L > @:BG:HE7 A:Hâ > 
T9CA9, PJ>M:;>=> "IEJ?E (Itzamná), O>: 
>PNJ>C9L G>BJE, HE BN G>BE7> U B;>=E7> >JE;> 
BA:M9 O:TE?B=9 > P::J:7F?9 GEC7:?9, > HE BN 
G7>GEHE;> N@;9H?:J B;:MN JEME?B=:@ H7N<CAE, : 
D9JN BA9H:D> 79;EC>A?: ?9HEA?: 79=:?BC7N>-
BE?E C>CN;E :A:@E BCE;9TE U ah ku hun („DNAE7 
BA9C>8 =K>@E“) (Coe, Kerr: 91).

7   H3"( 0 ?&!"$9 1 =:ME B9 G:MEALNM9 =7:P 
"IEJ?>?9 D9LNBC> N K9@:A:J PJ>M:;>=:J 
:AEG;:R9KN; I7C9T ?E =:BC> >P M9H?9 @7:O?>I9 
N '>=E;N (Coe, Kerr: 102).
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MAYAN LITERACY * KEY TO UNDERSTANDING 

THE MAYAN CIVILIZATION

Summary

As it is well-known, literacy emerges as a state instrument and 
represents one of the most signiÞ cant marks that a certain na-
tion has moved from the prehistoric age into the new historic 
age. This mutual dependence of the civilization and literacy is 
complete and is very important for understanding the essence 
of the Mayan civilization. The most signiÞ cant issue here is 
whether the destruction of the original Mesoamerican cultures 
led to the destruction of the original civilizations.
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