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NCTOPUJCKO-TEOI'PA®CKHU, ETHOI'EOI'PA®CKHU U 1P KABOTBOPHU
CYBJEKTUBUTET CPBA 3AITA/THE CJIABOHUJE

Mmusenko KukoBuh'* u Mupa Mauauh!

"Vuusepsuret y bamoj Jlyuu, [IpuponHo-maremarndku dakyntet, bama Jlyka, Pemy6nuka Cpricka

Caxerak: Panom ce neduHUNly KJbYYHH HCTOPHjCKO-reorpad)cku IpolecH y pa3Bojy CpICKe Molylanuje 3amajgHe
CrnaBoHuje, meHa yaora y BojHoj kpajunu u 3Hauaj y ¢opMuparmy KyITypHOT WAEHTHUTETa IpocTtopa. Texwuiire pana
j€ Ha UCTOPHjCKOM, ETHUYKOM M AP>KaBOTBOPHOM KOHTHHYHMTETY M CyOjEKTMBHTETY CPICKOI' Hapoja Ha IOCMaTpaHOM
TeoINpOCTOpPY, Kao JMjery CPIICKOT ETHUYKOT IIPOCTOpa Y JaHaIIk0j XPBAaTCKOj. bHONMOMIKKM 1 eTHOXYXOBHH (KYATYypHH
W HalMOHAJIHU) Pa3BOj CPIICKOT CTAaHOBHMINTBA y MPOCTOPY JaHAIIe XpPBaTcKe NETEPMHHUCAH je MpolecHMa
BHUIIICBjEKOBHUX KYJITYPHUX M MOJIWTHYKUX aCUMMJIAIMja, €THOIM/A, ¥ TeHOLMIAa Y HOBHjO] UCTOPH]jH, ITPOY3pOKyjyhn
HBEroBO OMOJIOLIKO Clla0Jbeme, Kao U MpoMjeHe y KyATypHOM uaeHturery. Ha npumjepy 3ananne CrnaBoHuje Mory ce
MIPAaTUTH YKYIHA MCTOPHjCKO-Teorpa)CKH, TEONOIUTHYKY, JIPKaBHO-TIPABHHU, ETHOKYJATYPHH U JeMorpad)cku mporecu
YHYTap CPIICKOT €THUYKOT IPOCTOpa y JaHaIIk0j XPBATCKO] M XPBATCKO] YOIIIITE.

Kibyune pujeun: 3anagna CnaBonuja, BojHa KpajuHa, KyNTYpHH HIEHTUTET, APKAaBOTBOPHOCT, eTHoAeMOrpadcku
IIPOLECH.
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YBOJHA PABMATPABA

On mpumapHe CIaBEHCKE KOJIOHU3aIWje
BasnkaHCKor oiTyoCTpBa 1 IPBHX OOJTHKA IPOCTOPHO-
(YHKIIMOHAJIHOT OpraHU30Bama (EKOHOMCKOT,
COLIMJaJIHOT, MOJIUTHUYKOT, TEPUTOPHjAIHOT, ...),
MPAKTUYHO CBE JI0 JIaHAC, CPIICKO CTAHOBHUIIITBO
y TPOCTOpY JaHalImke XpBaTcKe, CTBapa CBOje
MarepujaHe v JyXOBHE BPUJeTHOCTH, u3rpalyjyhu
cBoje HanuoHanHo Ouhe. Ilpema Tome, BjeKOBHO
CTBapaHo ,,[€ONPOCTOPHO JEAMHCTBO KYJITYPHHUX
n ayxoBHUX BpujenHocTH (JKuBrosuh, 2017,
cTp. 562) cprckor eTHoca jacHO aAeduHHuIIe
ETOBY E€THOTEPUTOPHUJATHOCT. Y KOHKPETHOM,
WCTOPUJCKH ¥ €THUYKU TIPOCTOP CPIICKOT Hapoja
TEPUTOPUjATIM30BaH j& Y MOAPYY]y HCTOPH]CKO-
reorpagckux obmactu: CrnaBoHuju (3amagHa u
Hcrouna), 3anagaom Cpujemy, bannju, Kopnyny,
Jlunm u cjesepHoj Janmaruju. TypOyneHTHH
HCTOPHjCKO-Teorpa)CKu MPOLECH y3 MOIUTHUKE,
KyJITYpPHO-IIUBHJIM3AIN]CKE, PEIMTHJCKE U JIPyTe
yTHUI[aje, JOKATHOI, PETHOHAIHOT M CaBPEMEHOT
I00aTHOT KapakTepa, KOHTHHYUPAHO YTHUY
Ha YKynHO ¢dopMupame HanuoHanHor Ouha u
€THOTEPUTOPHUJATTHOCTH JCPUHUCAHOT CPIICKOT
HCTOPH)CKOT ¥ €THUYKOT MPOCTOpa Ha TEPUTOPHjU
JaHalImbe XpBarcke. Y MNPUHIMITY, Paad Cce O
BJEKOBHHM IIPOLIECHMA JIECTPYKTUBHOT KapakTepa
KOj€ JICTePMHUHHMIITY TPOIIECH €THOIHMIA (KyITypHA
U eTHUYKa acUMMWJIAIMja, Mpolecu yHHjahema,
MOKaTOJIMYCHha, KPoaTu3aluje u 1p.), Y HOBH)O]
WCTOPUJU W TEHONHWAA HAaJ[ CPIICKAM HapOIOM,
HETOBUM MaTe€pHjalHUM J100pUMa U JTyXOBHUM
BpPHjEIHOCTHMA.

YKynHH HCTOPHjCKO-TeoTpadCKHu
npouecu moTBplyjy wucTopujcko-reorpadcek,
eTHOZIeMOrpadCKu 1 IpKaBOTBOPHU CYOJEKTUBUTET
Cpba y medricaHOM CPIICKOM €THUYKOM ITPOCTOPY
JaHallmke XpBaTCKe, T€ CAMUM THUM H CPIICKOT
eTHoca y mipoctopy 3anaane CliaBoHHje, IITO jecTe
jeIaH o/ OCHOBHHUX ITWJbEBA Pajia. Y TOM KOHTEKCTY
BojHa kpajuHa, Koja je yIIaBHOM 3axBaraja CPIICKH
€THUYKH ITPOCTOP, IMaJIa j€ TIOCEOHY YIIOTY 1 3Ha4aj.
IMopen Tora, paioM ce ykasyje Ha CaBpeMEHE Pa3BOjHE
nporiece, mpooaeMe ¥ MOryNHOCT PeBUTAIM3AIIN]C
CPIICKOT UCTOPH]CKOT M €THUYKOT IPOCTOpa 3araaHe
CnaBoHMje ¥ TUM YKYITHOT CPIICKOT' HCTOPH]CKOT U
€THUYKOT [IPOCTOpA y IaHAIIH0] XPBATCKO).
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INTRODUCTION

Serbian population in modern day Croatia
have been generating their material and
spiritual values and creating their national
identity ever since the Slavic colonization of
the Balkan Peninsula and their pioneer forms
of spatial-functional organizations (economic,
social, political, territorial, etc.). Hence, ,,the
geospatial unity of cultural and religious
values’ of the Serbian ethnos* (’KuBkosuh,
2017, p. 562), which had been created for
centuries, is precisely what defines their ethnic
territoriality. More specifically, the historical
and ethnic space of the Serbian people covers
the territories within the following historical-
geographical regions: Slavonia (West and
East), West Srijem, Bania, Kordun, Lika and
North Dalmatia. The tumultuous historical-
geographical processes accompanied by
political, civilization, cultural, religious and
other local, regional and global impacts, have
been constantly affecting the formation of
nationhood and ethnic territoriality within the
defined Serbian historical and ethnic space in
modern Croatia territory. Basically, there have
been centuries of destructive processes which
have recently obtained evident elements of
ethnocide (cultural and ethnic assimilation,
Catholicization, Croatization, etc.) over the
Serbian population, their material goods and
religious values.

General historical and geographical
processes accounted for the historical,
geographical, ethnic, and demographic identity
and statehood of the Serbs within the defined
ethnic space in modern day Croatia, including
the territory of West Slavonia, which is one
of the primary goals of the paper. In this
regard, the Military Border, which mostly
covered the Serbian ethnic space, played a
pertinent part. In addition, the paper points
out modern development processes, problems,
and revitalization potential with reference to
the Serbian ethnic and historical space in West
Slavonia and also addresses the position of
Serbs in entire modern day Croatia.
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NCTOPUJCKO-I'EOI'PA®CKHU KOHTEKCT
ETHOAEMOI'PA®CKOI' CYBJEKTUBUTETA
CPBA 3AITAJIHE CJIABOHUJE

CnaBoHHja je HCTOpHUjcKO-Teorpadcka
o0racT cMjelITeHa y ujeny MaHOHCKOT IPOCTopa
y mehypjedjy JpaBe Ha cjeBepy u CaBe Ha jyry,
pujexe MnoBe Ha 3amany u cpujeMcke 00JacTu
Ha uctoky. ['eonpocrop CiiaBoHU]je MUjEHAO €
y MPOILIOCTH HMPOCTOPHU OOYXBaT YIIIaBHOM
Ha 3amafay. Jlanamma CiiaBoHHja MpencTaBsba
IO HEeKaJ| 3HaTHO Beher TepuTopuja. 3amagHa
rpanuna ouna joj je Ha pujeru Cytim (rpaHuna
ca nanamrmoM Crosenujom). [Ipocrop 3amagHo
on pujeke Mnore nHasuao ce ['opma CrnaBoHmja
(mpocTop naHamme cjeBepHEe XpBaTCKe), 3a
paznuky on Jlome CrnaBoHHje, UCTOYHO Of
WnoBe. YHoOmIEHmEM XpBaTCKOT €leMEHTa Y
JOMUHAHTHY CTapocCjeuiiayKy CJIOBHUHCKY H
CPIICKY TOITyJIallljy U HEKe HeCJIaBeHCKe Hapoe
lopmwe Cnaonuje (Mahapu, Hujemun, Yecn,
Tanujanu, ...), KOHCTAHTHUM J0CEJbABAHEM
xpBarckor craHoBHUITBa (XV—XVIII BHjek),
MOJUTUYKE BiIacTH Xab30yplike MOHapxuje
cBe dyemhe uAEHTH(DUKY]y OBaj MPOCTOP
ca XpsarckoM Ha jyry (I'pyjuh, 1996, ctp.
14—15). Ha Taj mauwn, tokom XVIII BHjexa,
yCTaJbyje ce MOCTENeHO Ha3uB XpBaTcka 3a
lopwy CnaBonnjy. [lojam CnaBoHuja ocTtaje 3a
npoctop JJome CnaBoHMje, HCTOYHO Of pHjeKe
Nnoge. tben 3amanam 110, Kao BJEKOBHU CPIICKU
€THUYKHU MPOCTOpP, Ca JOMHUHAHTHOM CPIICKOM
nomynarujom 10 90-ux roguHa MpoILIOT BUjeKa,
IpeIMeT je u3yyaBama OBOT paja.

[Tojam CnaBoHuja nmaTupa BjeKOBHMa, a
CPIICKH €THOC Y EH€HOM MPOCTOPY, U y APyTroM
CPICKOM ETHHYKOM TMPOCTOPY JaHallike
XpBaTcke, ca AYXOBHHUM, KYJITYpHUM H
MaTepHujaJHUM BPHUjETHOCTHMA, pa3BHUja ce
y KOHTUHYUTETY OJ NpHUMapHE CIaBEHCKE
KOJIOHHM3a1Hje. AYTOXTOHOCT CPIICKOT Hapojaa
noTBplyjy OpojHH UCTOPH)CKH, KapTorpadCcku
Y CTAaTUCTUYKH U3BOPH: (paHAYKU, BU3AHTH]CKH,
ayCTPUjCKH, YTapcKu U Ap. Y NPUIOT TOME

HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL
CONTEXT OF THE ETHNIC-
DEMOGRAPHIC IDENTITY OF WEST
SLAVONIA SERBS

Slavonia represents a historical-
geographical area located in a part of the
Pannonia region rimmed by the Drava River
in north, the Sava River in south, the Ilova
River in west and Srijem region in east. Over
the course of history, the Slavonia geo-space
mostly expanded westwards so modern day
Slavonia is practically only a fraction of a
once larger territory. The west borderline was
along the Sutla River (present day Slovenia—
Croatia borderline) and the entire space west
from the Ilova River was referred to as Upper
Slavonia (present day north Croatia) and
should be distinguished from Lower Slavonia
which was located east from the Ilova River.
The constant settlement of Croats (15-18th
centuries) and the their impact within the
dominant aboriginal Slavic and Serbian
populations and some non-Slavic peoples
in Upper Slavonia (Hungarians, Germans,
Czechs, Italians) led the politicians in the
Austria-Hungary to identify this region with
Croatia in south (I'pyjuh, 1996, p. 14-15).
Hence, name Croatia gradually became a
regular name for Upper Slavonia in 18th
century. On the other hand, Slavonia remained
the name for Lower Slavonia east from the
Ilova River. Its west part, the centuries old
Serbian ethnic space predominantly populated
by the Serbs up until 1990s, is the subject
matter of this paper.

The term Slavonia has been present for
centuries and the Serbian people populating
the region and other parts of modern day
Croatia have constantly grown along with
their religious, cultural and material heritage
ever since the primary Slavic colonization.
The autochthony of the Serbian people has
been corroborated by numerous historical,
cartographic, and statistical reports:
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HABOJMMO HEKOJIMKO UCTOPHUJCKUX UHUIbEHUIIA.
Jenan on HajcTapujuxX TMO3HATUX HM3BOpa je
,Cnuc o Hapoouma‘ BU3AHTHjCKOT Lapa H
uctopuorpada Koncrantuna Ilopduporenunra
VII, nactao cpennHom X BHjeka, Ha 0azu
Yyujux Tojaraka je (GpaHIycku kaprorpad
I'mjom [Jenun (Gijom De Lil) 1778. ronune
u3aao Kapry ,.Acmouna umnepuja u cycjeoru
pecuonu no Koncmanumuny Iopgupocenumy
(,,Imperii Orientalis et circumjacentium
regionum fub Constantino Porphyrogenito et
ejus praedecesforibus Descriptio ). Tlpema
HaBeZieHOM u3Bopy, Cp6u Ha bankany, nusmely
0CTaJIOT, HaceJbaBajy U MPOCTOP CJEBEPHO O]
Cage koju je Ha3HaueH Kao Alba Serbia (bujena
Cp0uja), omHocHo Hekpmtena Cpouja (Ci. 1).
CjeBepHo je Mahapcka, Ha KapTu O3HaYeHa Kao
Turcia 30or munubewma na cy Mahapu Hapon
typckor nopujekia (I'punh & I'puuh, 2012, cTp.
12). Jaxne, CpOu y ToM BpeMeHY HaceJbaBajy
npoctop CiiaBoHHj€ IITO jé CYNPOTHO TE3H
HEKHUX XpBAaTCKUX ayTopa o jocesbaBamy Cpbda
Ha OBE IPOCTOpPE ca TYPCKHUM OCBajambUMa.
Y npuHnuny, NpUCYyCTBO CPIICKOT €THOcCa
y CraBOHMjU TOAYIApHO je ca MpPUMapHOM
CJIABEHCKOM KOJIOHU3ALMjOM O YeMy TOoBOpe
u uctopujcka njena ®. Banmueka (Banunuek,
1878), P. Hoakosuha (HoBakosuh, 1981), T.
Boragua (boragari, 1998), kao u npyrux gomahux
U CTpaHUX ayTopa, 3aCHOBAaHA Ha PEJIEBAHTHO]
ucropujckoj rpahu. I'emepanno, HaBeIeHH
M3BOPHU MOTBPHYjy ayTOXTOHOCT CPIICKOT Hapo/ia
Ha MHOTO LIUPEM HPOCTOPY O IePUHUCAHOT
CPIICKOT €THHUYKOT MHPOCTOpa y JaHallkO]
XpBaTrcKkoj, Ka0 M HETOBY KOHTUHYHUPAHOCT
MOCTOjalba W KOHCTHTYTHUBHOCT Yy pPa3Bojy
reorpackor mpocropa.

[TperxomHe KoHCTaTamMje MOTBPhY]jy U TYPCKH
nornucu nooOpckor nozapydja 3anagHe CrnaBoHuje
(Masa Biamka), kpajem X VI u mogetkom XVIII
BHjeKa, y KOJUMa Ce TOBOPH O HACEJHEHOCTH OBOT
npoctopa ca oko 5,000 nomahuHCcTaBa, 07 KOjUX
3,000 cpnckux (Pavici¢, 1953).

Frankish, Byzantine, Austrian, Hungarian,
etc. Therefore, several historical facts will be
outlined. One of the oldest known sources is
,»the Document on Peoples® by Constantine
Porphyrogenitus, a Byzantine emperor and
historian, dating back from 10th century, based
on which cartographer Gijom De Lil published
a map , Eastern Empire and neighboring
regions of Constantine. Porphyrogenitus®
(,,Imperii Orientalis et circumjacentium
regionum fub Constantino Porphyrogenito et
ejus praedecesforibus Descriptio“) in 1778.
According to the source, the Serbs in the
Balkan Peninsula also occupied the region
north from the Sava River named A/ba Serbia
(White Serbia), i.e. non-christened Serbia
(Fig. 1). In the map, Hungary was located
north from the Sava River and was referred
to as Turcia as Hungarians were believed to
have had Turkish origins (I'punh & I'puuh,
2012, p. 12). Hence, it was back then that
the Serbs already populated Slavonia, which
confronted the hypothesis of some Croatian
authors on Serbian occupation of the region
in time of Turkish conquest. Basically, the
presence of the Serbian ethos in Slavonia
matches the primary Slavic colonization as
it was corroborated by relevant historical
works of F. Vanicek (Baumuek, 1878), R.
Novakovic (Hosakosuh, 1981), T. Bogavac
(borasam, 1998) and other local and foreign
authors. In general, these sources confirm the
autochthony of the Serbs within a much wider
space than the defined Serbian ethnic space in
modern day Croatia as well as their constant
existence and growth within this geographical
space.

These claims are deep-rooted in the
Turkish population censuses in highland
region of West Slavonia (Mala Vlaska)
back in late 16th and early 18th centuries,
according to which there were 3,000 Serbian
households out of 5,000 total households in
the area (Pavici¢, 1953).
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Cn. 1. Tepuropujanau pasmjemiraj cprickor Hapona y X Bujeky npema K. [Topduporenuty Ha kaptu
I'mjom Nle Jluna (¢pparment kapre) (I'punh & I'puunh, 2012)
Fig. 1. Territorijal distribution of the Serbian people in 10th century according to Constantine
Porphyrogenitus as mapped by Gijom De Lil (map. fragment) (I'punh & T'punh, 2012)

[Topen Cpba oBaj mpocTop HacesbaBajy u
CrnoBunn. Paiu ce Takohe o ctapocjeamiagkoMm
CTaHOBHMILTBY, KATOJIMYKE Bj€POHCIIOB]ECTH, KOje
Kaprep (Karger, 1963) noucrosjehyje ¢ XpBaruma.
BuxoBa eTHoreHesa HUje AepHUHUCAHA, TPEMIA
Ce YIIIaBHOM TIOBE3yje ca paHuje MoyHujaheHuM
Y TIOKaTOJIMYCHUM, alld JOII HEKPOATH30BaHUM,
CpOuma. HaBenene unmenuiie, uamel)y ocraior,
uMmajy onpeheno ymopumre u koj Banuueka
(Banuuex, 1878, ctp. 1-2) m y cTuxoBmma
PemkoBuhesor ,,Carupa“ (1762. roquna) xoju
mace: ,, Oj CnaBonue, Tu ce Bpio Bapail, Koju

Along with the Serbs, the region was
populated by the Slovins, another aboriginal
Catholic population identified as Croats by
Karger (Karger, 1963). Their ethnic genesis
has not been clearly defined although they
are usually connected with the previously
Catholicized but not yet Croatized Serbs. The
aforementioned facts have been supported,
among other sources, by Vanicek (Banuuexk,
1878, pp. 1-2) and in the lines of Reljkovic’s
Lwdatira®“ (1762): ,,0h, thou, Slavonian lad you
are very wrong, you may think as you please,
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roJl TW TAaKO OATOBapa, Bamm crapu jecy KmHTy
3Hanu, Cprcku MTUIM a CPICKM MUcaiu.*
(Reljkovi¢, 1909, ctp. 63).

Ca Bume BjepOJOCTOJHOCTU O
eTHoTeputopujannoctu Cpba y 3amamHoj
CnaBonuju, CllaBOHHjH YOIINTE, CPICKOM
€THUYKOM TIPOCTOpPY y XPBATCKO] U XPBATCKO]
y I1LjeIWHU, MOKE CE€ TOBOPUTH Ha OCHOBY
3BaHMYHUX JPKaBHUX CTATUCTUKA O] CPEIAHHE
XIX Bujeka. Tako ce 3a mpocrop CriaBoHUje U
Jlanmarnuje, 3ajelHO ca cIaBOHCKOM BojHoM
rpaHuoM, Hasoau Bumie ox 1,100,000 Cpo0a,
a ca TajalmmboM XPBAaTCKOM M XPBATCKOM
Bojuom rpamummom Bume ox 1,750,000
HacTameHOT cprnckor >xuBiba (Pypin &
Spasevi¢, 1880 kako je HaBeneHo y HMuwuh,
1993, ctp. 29), wTo je y CBaKOM Ciyuajy
HepealrHo. Y KOHKPETHOM, HajBjepOBaTHH]E je
na cy nopen Cpba-npaBociasania, cBu CiioBeHH
YHHJaTH M PHUMOKATOIHUIA padyyHATH Kao
Cp0Ou, mTO MOIAaTHO apTYMEHTYje MPETXOIHY
KOHCTATaIHjy 0 €THUIKOM Topujekiry CioBeHa-
yHHjaTa U KaTOJIMKa Ha OBUM MPOCTOPUMA.
Bonehu mahapcku u aycTpujcku HayuHHUIU
U CTaTUCTHYapU €THHYKEe XpBaTe HE Hajase
YOIIITe WJIXM WX Haja3e y MajaoM Opojy Ha
npoctopuma CnaBonuje, [Janmanuje, boche,
Xepuerosune (Mnuh, 1993, ctp. 31), ,,mto
NOTBphyje MTOMULMIHOCT CPICKOT €THUYKOT
Kopmyca y XpBarckoj“ ... H ... ,,9UBCHHILY O
CPIICKOM TeoIpocTopy 3amagHo ona Jpune u
Hynasa®“ (JKuskoBuh, 2017, ctp. 563). beuku
npocdecop craructuke bpaxenu (Brachelli, 1861)
HABOJIU JIa HA MPOCTOPY Xa030ypIIKe MOHAPXH]E
kuBH Buiie Cpba Hero XpBara, Koje YIJIaBHOM
HaBoau kao CnoeHo u Cpb6o-Xpaare. Mctu
u3Bop HaBoau y CrnaBonuju u [lanmanuju, 6e3
nujena muMa npunanajyhe Bojue kpajune, mpexo
600,000 Cp0a, ne momumyhu Xpsare (Brachelli,
1861). Hamomumemo, 1a je y CTAaHOBHUILITBY
CnaBonuje mojam XpBaT HEMO3HAHULA 0
npyre nonoBuHe XIX BHjeka, 0 4eMy TOBOpe
U XpBaTCKU OHOMAacTU4apu, kaja ce CIoBUHIHU
KpoaTHU3alMjoM TIpeTanajy y HOBHU €THOC,
Xopsare (Mahapcku mojam), OIHOCHO XpBaTe
(Simunovi¢, 1983). M3HeceHe YnmbeHNIIE YKa3yjy
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your old folk were very well read, as Serbian
was the language of their own* (Reljkovié,
1909, p. 63).

The official government statistics dating
back from mid-19th century add even more
authenticity to the ethnic territoriality of the
West Slavonia Serbs, Slavonia in general
and, finally, about the Serbian ethnic space
in Croatia. The records display the number
of more than 1,100,000 Serbs in the territory
of Slavonia and Dalmatia along with the
Slavonia Military Border; on the other
hand, there were more than 1,750,000 Serbs
occupying Croatia and Croatian Military
Border back then (Pypin & Spasevic, 1880
as cited in Mnwuh, 1993, p. 29), which was
certainly difficult to believe. There is a
high possibility that, apart from Orthodox
Serbs, other Catholicized Slavs and Roman
Catholics were registered as Serbian, which
serves as another argument to support the
aforementioned fact about the ethnic origins
of the Catholicized Slavs and Catholics in
the region. The distinguished Hungarian and
Austrian scientists and statisticians identified
either few or no ethnic Croats in Slavonia,
Dalmatia, Bosnia, Herzegovina (Mnuh, 1993,
p. 31) ,,which corroborates the fact that the
Serbian ethnic corps were the domicile
population in Croatia® ... and ... ,,the fact
that the geo-space west from the Drina and
Danube rivers is Serbian* (J)Kuskosuh, 2017,
p. 563). It was Brachelli (Brachelli, 1861), a
Vienna statistics professor, who claimed there
were more Serbs than Croats living in Austria-
Hungary and who referred to Croats as Slavic
Croats or Serbian Croats. The same source
reported more than 600,000 Serbs living in
Slavonia and Dalmatia, without the Military
Border territory, and the Croats were not
mentioned at all (Brachelli, 1861). We would
like to point out that the term Croat had been
unfamiliar among Slavonia population up until
the second half of 19th century as advocated
by Croatian scientists in onomastics. It was
in late 19th century that Croaticized Slovins
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U Ha MpolLiece BjeIITaYKUX €THOTEHEe3a U CaMHUM
THUM €THAYKO MTOPH]jEKII0 Beher amjena XpBaTcKor
CTAHOBHUIIITBA.

Hagenene unmeHue NoTBphyjy KOHTUHYUTET
y Pa3B0jy CPIICKOT €THOCA U H-eTOBY ayTOXTOHOCT
y TpOCTOpY AaHammke XpBaTrcke, OXHOCHO
3amanne CrnaBonwje. MicToBpeMeHO o1BHjajy ce
JMHAMUYHH, BPJIO KOMIUIEKCHH, €THOAEMOTpa(CKu
MPOIIECH JAECTPYKTHBHOT KapaKTepa Mo yKyIHH
pa3Boj CpPICKOT eTHUYKOT Onha.

Cpricku eTHOC, WM Topen TypOyJlIeHTHHUX
neMorpadcKux KpeTarma, KOHTUHYHPAHUX Mpolieca
yHujahema, moKaroanyemha U Kpoarusalyje, Kao
Y TIPETPIUBCHOT TeHormaa y XX BHjEeKy, 0CTaje
JOMUHAHTaH Ha CPIICKOM E€THUYKOM NPOCTOPY Y
XpBatckoj cBe 10 90-ux roarHa MpOILIOr BHjeKa.
[IpocTopHa XOMOT€HOCT CPIICKOT €THOCA YIJIABHOM
je nomymapsa ¢ TeputoprjoM Bojue kpajune (Cor. 2
u Cn. 3). Y nmepuony nesunTerpamumje JyrociaBuje
HOBOopOpMHpaHa XpBaTcKa JAp)kKaBa MpoTjepana
j€ ayTOXTOHO CPIICKO CTaHOBHHIITBO U MpPOBEJA
€THUYKO Yniheme.

Pamu Gosber pasymujeBama yKyIMHHX, BPIIO
KOMITJIEKCHUX JIEMOTpad)CKUX MPOoIieca, HEOMXOIHO
j€ IOJaTHO TOjaCHUTH ojapeheHe HCTOPUjCKO-
reorpapcke 1mojaBe W Tporece. YpylIaBame
CPIICKOT HaIMOHAJHOT Owmha (OMOJIOMIKOT,
YKYITHOT MHTETPUTETA) JETEPMUHUCAHO j€ HU30M
Pa3IMYUTUX TPOLECA: ETHOLUIOM, TCHOIHIOM,
MUTpalyjama i HUICKUM TIPUPOIHUM TIPUPAILITAjeM
MOCJBEIHHX JTIeHU]a. ETHOIIMIHOCT je ucrnospeHa
pa3NUYUTUM BUJOBUMA acUMUIAIMje (KyATypHa,
€THUYKA, ...), OTyheHhEeM U NPUCBajarbeM KyJITYPHHX
U JIPyTUX BPHjEIHOCTH CPIICKOT €THOCA (je3nKa,
MMCMa, UCTOpHje, ...). HarmarmaBamo, HajroryOHuje
MOCJbEIUIIE TI0 HECTAHAK CPIICKOT HApoAa MMaju
cy mporecu mnoyHujahema, MOKaTONMYCHa H
Kpoaru3aiuje, KOHTHHYHPAHO CIPOBONCHHU OJI
CTpaHe KaToJIMYKe LpPKBE, MpEeKo AycTpuje u
VYrapcke, kacHuje u Xparcke. HaBenenu npouecu
MIPUCYTHHU Cy W JTaHAC HaJ MPEOCTAIUM JIH]jEIOM
CpIICKE TIOMyJIalyje y JaHalImk0j XpBarckoj. CBu
nokatonuaeHn Cpou y apyroj mosmoBuHu XIX
BUjeKka nprxBarajy xpsarcko ume (Msuh, 1926, ctp.
180). Ilpema nonwcy cranoBHuUIITBA, 1910. ronune
y XpBarckoj 1 CiaBoHHjU peructpoBaso je 17,592

merged into a new ethnic group — Horvats
(Hungarian) or Croats (Simunovi¢, 1983).
These facts clearly indicate the processes of
artificial ethnic genesis including the ethnic
origin of a large part of Croatian population.
These facts verify the continuity of
the growth of the Serbian ethnos and their
autochthony in modern day Croatia, i.e.
West Slavonia. Concurrently, there have
been dynamic, complex and destructive
ethnic-geographical processes affecting the
development of the Serbian ethnicity.
Despite turbulent demographic shifts,
continuous processes of Catholicization and
Croatization and the genocide suffered in 20th
century, the Serbs had preserved domination
within the Serbian ethnic space in Croatia up
until 1990s. The spatial homogeneity of the
Serbian ethnos largely matches the Military
Border territory (Fig. 2 and Fig. 3). During the
Yugoslavia disintegration process, the newly-
formed Croatian state banished the Serbian
population and conducted ethnic cleansing.
In order to better understand the general
and complex demographic processes, it is
crucial to provide additional explanation of
the historical and geographical phenomena
and processes. The decline of the Serbian
national identity (biological and the overall
integrity) was caused by a whole range of
different processes: ethnocide, genocide,
migrations and low birth rates over the past
few decades. By ethnocide we mean different
types of assimilation (cultural, ethnic, etc.),
appropriation and misuse of cultural and other
values of the Serbian population (language,
script, history, etc.). It is pertinent to point
out that the most disastrous consequences
resulted from the processes of Catholicization
and Croatization which had been constantly
conducted by the Catholic Church in Austria-
Hungary and, finally, Croatia. These processes
are evident even nowadays and keep affecting
the remaining Serbian population in Croatia.
All catholicized Serbs adopted the Croatian
affiliation in second half of 19th century
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Ca. 2. Tepuropujannu pasmjemraj Cpba y Xpsarckoj o onmtaHama 1991. ronune —
nporenTtyaiaHu yauo (Pemyonuuku 3aBof 3a cratuctuky Cpouje, 2009)

Fig. 2. Territorijal distribution of the Serbs in Croatia per municipalities in 1991— population

percentage (PenmyGnuuku 3aBon 3a ctaructuky Cpouje, 2009)

I'PKO-KaToJvKa, oHocHO yHujara (Mmuh, 1993, crp.
32). laxse, nmpouiecu yHrjaherwa 1 OKaTOIMYEHa,
OJTHOCHO BjepCKe acHMMMIIAIIMje, HACTABJbEHU
Cy U y HOBH]JO] UCTOpHUJH, CBE 10 nmaHac. [Ipema
TOME, XpBaTcKa HapOTHOCT, HeH CTHOKYJITYpHH
U eTHOHAIMOHAIIHU TPOCTOpP YIJIABHOM CY
MocJbeIMa HaBeJeHUX mpoueca. KoHkperHuje
pEUeHO, CaBpeMeHa XpBaTCKa JPYKABHOCT MOYHBA
y BEIMKO] MjepH Ha IMpOIeCMMa BjeIITAYKe
€THOTE€HEe3€e M3 OKpUJba CPIICKOT €THOCA, HErOBE
€THOKYJITYPATHOCTH M ETHOTEPUTOPHjAITHOCTH
(I'maro & Cranojesuh, 2012, ctp. 3).

Pa3Bojem HaloHaITHE CBHjeCcTH KOl XpBara Of1
XIX Bujeka goma3u U A0 M0jaBe HAIMOHAIMCTUYKO-
moBMHUCTHIKHX Hjeja (Ante CrapueBuh) koje ce
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(UBuh, 1926, p. 180). According to the
1910 population census, there were 17,592
Greek-Catholics (catholicized population)
in Croatia and Slavonia (Unuh, 1993, p. 32).
Processes of Catholicization, i.e. religious
assimilation, have been present up to now.
Therefore, Croatian statehood and their
ethnic-cultural and ethnic-national space
are a direct result of these processes. More
specifically, the modern Croatian statehood
largely rests upon the processes of artificial
ethno-genesis suffered by the Serbian ethnos,
ethnic culture and ethnic territoriality (I'mato
& Cranojesuh, 2012, p. 3).

The rise of Croatian national awareness
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y JaTHM HCTOPH)CKHM OKOJTHOCTUMA MaHU(ECTY]y
TCHOIIM/IOM HaJl CPIICKUM HAapOIOM W HEKHM
npyrum Haponuma (JeBpeju, Pomu). I'enonma Han
Cp6uma ucrojbaBa ce y OUOJIOIIKOM 3aTHpamby U
(M3UYKOM YHMINITaBakby MaTepHjaTHUX, KYATYPHHUX
U JTyXOBHUX BpPHjeIHOCTH. [EHONHMIHOCT je
HarJIaleHo NCToJkeHa y Bpujeme J{pyror cBjeTCKor
para. Y TOM mepuoay y HpocTopy 3amajHe
CrnaBoHHMje yMOpPEHO je Ha paszIuuuTe HadlHEe
npeko 19,500 craHOBHMKA CPIICKE HALIMOHATHOCTH
(bjenosutrh, 1995, ctp. 39). CaB yxac HaBeJCHUX,
Kao M JPYTUX CTpajiama, IpeBa3uiiase CTpagama y
KOHIIEHTpaMoHOM Jioropy Jacenosail. Onpehenu
BHUJIOBH TEHOIUJA TOHOBJGEHU Cy M Yy pary
1991-1995. ronuse.

HeraruBHuM nporiecruMa HecTajamba CPIICKOT
€THOCA Ha MPOCTOpy XpBarcke, TUME U 3amajHe
CrnaBoHwmje, TONPUHOCE W YKyITHA MUTPAIMOHA
kperama. llponecuma wuHIYyCTpHUjaTU3aIH]e
MIOKPEHYTE Cy MUIpalje U3 CPICKOI €THUYKOT
pOCTOpa, YIIABHUM pYpPaJHUX OJJIMKA, Ka
BehuM WMHAYCTpHjCKMM CpEeIHIITHMA, IITO
je yrumaigo Ha Opxy acmmunanujy Cpba y
BehnHCKO] XpBarckoj cpeaunu. [lopen cormo-
€KOHOMCKHMX Ha MUTpallMOHA KpeTama 3Ha4ajHO
yTUYYy H HAIWOHATHO-MOJIUTHYKHA (HAaKTOPH.
[Ipema 3BaHMYHUM MONHUCHMA, Y TEPUOAY OJ
3aBpieTka Jlpyror cBjerckor para 1o 1981. romune,
MUTPAIIMOHU OWJIAHC CPICKOT CTaHOBHUIITBA
y XpBarckoj 6mo je 3a oko 300,000 mamu. Behn
IO UCEJbEHE CPIICKE MOIyJaluje OJCENINO0 Ce
Ha npoctop Cpbuje (oko 88 %). Y KOHTeKcTy
HaBE/ICHUX OMNILITHUX MUTPALMOHUX KpeTamba Tpeda
TIOCMATPATH U CPIICKU €THUYKH MIPOCTOP y 3ariaiHoj
CnaBonuju. EMurparmja cprickor eTHoca ca OBOT
npocropa no0uja Ha JUHAMHIM HEMOCPEIHO
nociuje Jlpyror cBjeTCKOr para W MOCHH]e
TIOJIMTHIKHX JICIIaBama y Xpearckoj 1971. ronune.
PerpecuBHOCTH IeMOrpa)cKux KpeTama CpIICKe
NomyJanyje JTOMPUHOCH U MPUPOTHO KPETambe.
[puponuu npuparraj ce ox 1950-ux roguna ca 18
%o, cBOM Ha HeratuBaH kpajeM 1980-ux rogmnna
(Mmuh, 1993, ctp. 123). [lakie, cBu HaBeIeHU
Pa3BOjHU MPOIIECH, IECTPYKTUBHHU Y CBOjO] OCHOBH,
JIETEPMUHUIITY YKYITHO CABPEMEHO CTAhE CPIICKOT
HaIMOHANHOT Onha y OKBHpY CPIICKOT €THHYKOT

in 19th century resulted in nationalist-
chauvinist ideas (Ante Starcevic) which
later on manifested through the genocide
over the Serbs and some other populations
(Jews, Roma). Croatian genocide over the
Serbs targeted at the biological and physical
annihilation of material, cultural and religious
values. The genocidal intentions reached
the climax during the World War II. During
that time, more than 19,500 Serbian people
were executed in different manners in West
Slavonia (bjemosutuh, 1995, p. 39). The
horror of these and other sufferings were
exceeded by the sufferings in the Jasenovac
concentration camp. Specific types of
genocide were repeated in 1991-1995 war.
Migrations also contribute to the negative
demographic processes in terms of the
Serbian ethnos in Croatia and West Slavonia.
Industrialization triggered migrations from
the Serbian ethnic space, mostly rural areas,
towards larger industrial centers which
only accelerated assimilation of the Serbs
within the majority of Croatian population.
Apart from the social-economic factors,
there are also national and political factors
which largely affect population migrations.
According to the official census, during the
period between World War IT and 1981, there
was a more than 300,000 people negative
migration balance among Serbian population
in Croatia. Most Serbian emigrants moved
to Serbia (around 88 %). The Serbian ethnic
space in West Slavonia should be discussed in
the context of these general migrations. The
Serbian emigration increased immediately
after World War Il and after political affairs
in Croatia back in 1971. The demographic
regression of the Serbian population is also
affected by the natural population statistics.
The birth rates were 18 %o back in 1950s
but they turned negative in late 1980s
(Mnuh, 1993, p. 123). To conclude, all these
aforementioned development processes,
which were principally destructive, determine
the current state of the Serbian nation within
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MPOCTOPA U YOIIIITE POCTOpa TAHAITHE XPBATCKE.
JlecCTpyKTUBHM pa3BOjHU MPOLECH, Y3
HEraTUBHM MMIPAallMOHM OWJIAaHC U HU3AK
IPUPOJHHU TPUPAILITA] MOCIHEIBUX JELEeHH]a,
MOCJbEIMYHO YTHUY Ha CBE MamU arlCONYTHH H
TIPOIIEHTYATHH YIIHO CPIICKE MOMyJIAHjE Y YKYTTHOM
CTAaHOBHMILTBY CPIICKOI €THUYKOI IIpOCTOpa Y
3ananHoj CnaBoHM)H, Ka0 M 'y XPBaTCKO] YOIIIITE,
CBE JI0 FberoBOI' CBOlea Ha HALIMOHAIHY MAmbHHY
Y HE3HATHU MpoueHTyanHu yauo 2011. rogune, on
cera 4.4 % y yKylIHOM CTaHOBHHUIITBY XPBaTcKe
(Drzavni zavod za statistiku Republike Hrvatske,
2013). Ilpema 3BaHMYHO] CTAaTUCTHUIIM, CPIICKa
arcoryTHa BehrHa y CprickoM eTHIYKOM MPOCTOPY
3amanne CnaBonuje (1910. roquae oxo 90,000
u 1931. roqune oxo 110,000 Cpba) cBoau ce Ha
penaruBHy Behuny 1991. ronune (62,500 nm 43
% CTaHOBHMKA CPIICKE HAIIMOHATHOCTH).
I'enepanHo, HaBeJEHU JECTPYKTHUBHHU
Pa3BOjHU MPOLIECH PE3YATUPATIH CY arCOTyTHUM
U TpPOLEHTyaJlHUM yBehameMm XpBaTCKOT
CTaHOBHHMIIITBA ¥ OCHUIIAKEM CPIICKE TOIyJIalyje,
noBozehy y uTame BeH OWOJIONIKY OTICTAaHAK W
eTHoTepuTopHjanHocT. Y mnepuoxy 1910—1991.
TOIMHE YKYITHO CTAHOBHHUINITBO XpBarcke yBehao
ce 3a 38 % y3 UCTOBPEMEHO CMAamhCHE CPIICKE
noynaruje 3a 4.8 % (Wmuh, 1993, ctp. 121).

NCTOPUJCKO-I'EOI'PA®CKHU KOHTEKCT
JIPPKABOTBOPHOI' CYBJEKTUBUTETA
CPIICKOI' HAPOJIA 3AITATHE
CJIABOHUIJE

»llojam CraBOHMja TIOCTOjU BjeKOBHMa HE
caMO Kao HMCTOpHjCKO-reorpadcka KaTeropuja,
Beh U Kao reononuTuika ca onpeheHnm oomuiuma
IpKaBHO-TIpaBHOT cBojcTBa™ (YKmuBkoBuh, 2001,
crp. 11). Jlakne, xpo3 Bumie BjekoBa CiaBoHH]ja
je ucrtopujcko-reorpad)cka Kareropuja koja y
TCOMOJUTHYKOM M JPKABHO-TIPABHOM CMHCITY
MMa CBOjJy ayTOHOMHOCT M ayTCHTHYHOCT.
Tpeba Harmacutu na je y Hajeehem amjeny cBor
HCTOPHjCKO-TeorpadcKOor paszBoja MOTIYHO
HE3aBUCHA OJ JPKaBHO-NPABHOI CHCTEMa
XpBaTcke, 0K JaHac IMpeacTaB/ba Camo
reorpad)CKu 1ojaM (OIpeIHUILY yHyTap XpBaTcKe

104

the Serbian ethnic space and in modern day
Croatia.

The destructive development processes,
negative migrations and low birth rates over
the past few decades consequently caused
the decreasing percentage of the Serbian
population among the total population within
the Serbian ethnic space in West Slavonia and
Croatia in general. The result were Serbs as
a national minority with only 4.4 % of total
Croatian population back in 2011 (Drzavni
zavod za statistiku Republike Hrvatske,
2013). According to the official statistics, the
Serbian absolute majority in West Slavonia
(round 90,000 Serbs in 1910 and around
110,000 in 1931) became a relative majority
in 1991 (62,500 or 43 % Serbian citizens).

Generally, these destructive processes
resulted in the absolute percentage increase
of Croatian population and weakening of
Serbian population, which threatens their
biological survival and ethnic territoriality.
In 1910-1991 periods, the total Croatian
population increased per 38 % whereas
Serbian population decreased per 4.8 %
(Mauh, 1993, p. 121).

HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL
CONTEXT OF THE SERBIAN
STATEHOOD IDENTITY IN WEST
SLAVONIA

,»Throughout history, the term Slavonia
was used not only as a historical-geographical
category but as a geopolitical one with its
specific state and legal characteristics®
(Kuskosuh, 2001, p. 11). In other words,
Slavonia had had its geopolitical and
statehood autonomy and authenticity for
centuries. It should be pointed out that, during
its historical and geographical development,
Slavonia had been fully independent of
the Croatian government and legal system
but nowadays it represents nothing but a
geographical term (a unit within the Croatian
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np>kase). Kommaparijom HCTOpHjCKUX U3BOPA, O
Koncrantuna [lopduporenura y panom cpenmem
BHjEKY, OPOJHHX HEMAYKUX W YrapCKUX M3BOpA
(mexux Beh HaBOheHHMX y paay) A0 XpBaTcke
uctopuuapke Hage Knanh y XX Bujexy (Klaic,
1990), jacHO Ccy pa3rpaHWYCHU HCTOPH]jCKO-
reorpadcku mojMoBu XpBarcke u CiaBoHuje.
VYaytap eynaaHe npocTopHO-(DYHKIMOHATHE
opranmzanmje Yrapcke, Hajsehu nuo 3amagne
Crnasonuje, on XI Bujeka, kKao 3aceOHE MOUTHIKO-
TepUTOpHUjaTHE I[JEJIMHE, Y CacTaBy j€ JXKYyIIe
Cgerauje. Y XIII Bujeky CnaBoHHMja UMa CBOje
3aKOHE, MOPECKU CUCTEM U HoBall (KyHa), ca
np>xaBHOM KoBHHLIOM ([akparr) y jenHom mepuomy
(Crkvenci¢, 1974, ctp. 36; I'pyjuh, 1996, ctp. 140).
Cnaonnja ox XII no XVI Bujeka uma cBoj cabop
y ckiony Yrapcke u 6ana (monosunoM XII Bujeka
Benomm, cuH cprckor kymana Yporna, 6uo je
CJIABOHCKH 0aH), Ka0 M CTaTyC KpaJbeBUHE Y JSTHOM
nepuony (I'pyjuh, 1913, ctp. 155; Krleza, 1988,
ctp. 18; BnagucasswpeBuh, 1939, ctp. 24). uo
3anagne CrnaBonwuje, ojutykomM Maruje Kopsuna
1469. ronuue, y mocjemy je cprckor aecrora Byka
Bbpankouha (3maj Ormenu Byk) ca cjeaumrem y
benoj Crenu (manac Hacesbe bujena Crujena). OBaj
muo 3amanHe CraBoHH]E Y MOCjedy je CPIICKUX
JIECIIOTa CBE 10 Majia MmoJ TYpcKy Biact (1543).
IIpocrop je Hacessen CpOuma-mpaBociIaBHE U
CroBMHLIMMA-KaTONWYKE OpHjeHTanuje. 300r cBe
JOMHHAHTHH]ET CPIICKOT eTHOoca y ClTlaBOHH]H, jOIII
1309. ronuue y bynmumy Ha 3acjenamy KaTOJIHUKe
L[PKBE jelaH OJ 3aKk/byyaka Ouo je ma Tpeba
CBUM PHMOKATOJIMIIUMA 3a0paHUTH >KEHUAOY ¢
HEBjepHHUIIMMA, ca HartackoM Ha Pare, omHOCHO
Cp6e u jom Heke Hapoxae (I'pyjuh, 1989, ctp.
20), yuMme ce ykasyje Ha BEJIHKY MOIUjeJbEHOCT
xpuimrthancke nomynamnuje. 300r H3pakeHe
JOMUHAHTHOCTH CPIICKOT €THOca 3amajHe
CnaBoHuje, 0Baj BjEKOBHO XOMOTEH CPIICKH
e€THUYKH MPOCTOP Ha3MBaH je y mepuony XVI—
XVIII Bujeka u 'y pa3HUM reorpadCKUM Kaprama
Ha3zHa4aBaH kao Pamika (Rascia), onHocHo Mana
Brnamika (acorujarmja va Cpowujy), kako cy Typim
HaszuBaiau nobpacku nuo 3amagHe CraBoHMje,
on Iloxemke kotnuHe a0 pujexe Mmose. [ox
TypckoM yripaBom CriaBoHuja je Ouna Bure of 150

state). Historical-geographical terms of
Croatia and Slavonia have been defined as
completely separate notions through the
comparison of the historical sources, ranging
from Constantine Porphyrogenitus in early
Middle Ages, many German and Austrian-
Hungarian sources (aforementioned in the
paper) to Nada Klaic, a Croatian historian
from 20th century (Klai¢, 1990).

In 11th century, most West Slavonia (an
independent political-territorial unit) became
a part of the parish of Svetacje within a larger
feudal spatial-functional organization of
Hungary. By 13th century, Slavonia had its
own laws, taxation, currency (kuna), and state
mint (Pakrac) (Crkvenci¢, 1974, p. 36; I'pyjuh,
1996, p. 140). Between 12th to 16th centuries,
Slavonia had its own parliament and governor
within Hungary (in mid-12th century, Belos,
son of Serbian county prefect Uros, was
Slavonian governor) and had the status of a
kingdom for a short period (I'pyjuh, 1913, p.
155; Krleza, 1988, p. 18; BnagucassmeBuh,
1939, p. 24). By the decision of Matija
Korvin, it was in 1469 that the control over a
part of West Slavonia was transferred to Vuk
Brankovic (Zmaj Ognjeni Vuk), a Serbian
despot, and had its headquarters in Bela Stena
(modern day town of Bijela Stijena). This part
of West Slavonia had been ruled by Serbian
despots until the Turkish colonization (1543).
The region was populated by Orthodox Serbs
and Catholic Slovins. Due to the growing
Serbian domination, the Catholic Church
assembly (Budim, 1309) adopted a conclusion
that all Roman Catholics should be banned
from wedding infidels (particularly Rasci),
i.e. the Serbs and some other peoples (I'pyjuh,
1989, p. 20); this fact indicated a large
presence of the Orthodox Serbs as well as
the Christian disunion. It was because of the
intense Serbian domination in West Slavonia
that this ancient homogeneous Serbian ethnic
space was referred to as Rascia in 16th—18th
century periods, or Little Rascia (implication
to Serbia) which was the Turkish name for the
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ronuHa (XVI-XVII Bujek), mehytum Taj mepuosn
HHUje OCTAaBMO TPAaroBe Ha KYJITYPHH HUICHTUTET
CTAHOBHHUILITBA M MpOCTOpa. Y TOM MEPHUOLY,
3anaaHy CrnaBOHH]y KapaKTepHIly AMHAMUYHE
MUTpalKje ¥ TPOCTOPHO Mpepas3MjelTame
CTAaHOBHHUIITBA M3 OBOT MPOCTOpa y MOIAPYYje
JTaHAITkHE cjeBepo3anaaHe Xprarcke. Ha HaBeneHo
yKa3yjy ¥ KajKaBCKOM JAMjalieKTy MpHiaroheHu
TornnoHumu Buuie cena (Hop. upunnum u Lare
y 3anagnoj CrnaBonuju, ogHocHo lupuren u
Harunmym y cjeBeposzamnanHoj XpBarckoj). Bue
MojiaTaKa O MPETXOAHOj KOHCTaTaIlljli MOXE ce
npoHahu y HCTOPHjCKUM JOKyMeHTHMa BojHe
KpajuHe, pagoBuma Opojumx ayropa (I'pyjuh,
1913, 1996; Pavici¢, 1953), apxuBy My3eja
npaBocCiaBHE IpKBe U Jp. Typcku mepuon y
3anannoj CnaBoHuju natupa of najaa yrepae bema
Crena 1543. rogune 1o ocnobohemwa ['paguiike
(Crapa I'pamgumka, mp. ayr.) m Ilakpauxor
kpaja 1691. rogune. JeaMHCTBEHH TEPUTOPHU]
CnaBonuje noaujesbeH je umehy Typcke u
Ayctpuje Ha Topmy CiiaBoHHjy (ayCTpHjCKY)
u Jlowy CrnaBonnjy (Typcky), Te ¢y ce Ha oba
npocrtopa popmupane Bojue kpajuHe HacesbeHe
npetexxHo Cpbuma. Y omyctjene kpajese Typim
HaceJbaBajy HOBO CTAaHOBHHIITBO, YITIABHOM
Cp6e, y pa3nuuuTUM H3BOPUMA MapTOIO3H,
Bnacu, Panm, mmsmaruium (Smiciklas, 1891,
ctp. 37, 86, 148). [lotuckuBameM Typaka jy>KHO
on Case 1691. roqune nu CpemMCKOKapiIoBaYKUM
mupoM 1699. rogune rpanuna mamehy Aycrpuje
u Typcke ycrasbeHa je Ha pujeru Casu. CjeBepHO
on1 ie npoctupe ce Bojua kpajuna, ca CriaBoHrjoM
Kao HCHHUM JujenioM, y (yHKIuju ombOpaHe
Xa030ypIike MOHApXHje, OMHOCHO XpHUIThaHCKe
cpenme u 3anaane Espomne (Co. 3).

HoBoM mpocTOopHO-PYHKIIMOHATHOM
OpTaHM3aIlN]OM, ITOCIIH]e BUIIIE PEOPTaHU3AIIH]a,
dbopmupana je [locaBcka kpajuna (reHepanar) ¢
TpH IyKoBHHU]€: rpanuiika (3anagHa CnaBoHuja),
Opozcka W meTpoBapaAuHCKa. Y (GopMupamy
I'pangumke (wem. Friedrichsdorf, nanac Hosa
I'pagumka, mp. ayT.), Ka0 HOBOT Haceba U
cpeaMiITa MyKOBHUjE y cKiony BojHe kpajune,
yuectByje 30 cpnckux u 10 BeMauyKkux Mmopoauia
(Pavic¢i¢, 1953). XpBaTCkO CTaHOBHHIITBO
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highland parts of West Slavonia, covering the
area between Pozega basin and the Ilova River.
Slavonia was under the Turkish rule for more
than 150 years (16th—17th centuries) but the
cultural identity of the population and space
was not affected. During the period, Slavonia
witnessed dynamic migrations characterized
by population redistribution towards modern
day north-west Croatia. We find evidence to
support this fact in toponyms of many villages
which adjusted to the kajkavian speech
(Sirinci and Cage in West Slavonia versus
Sirinec and Caginci in north-west Croatia).
Even more evidence may be found in the
historical documents of the Military Border,
works of many authors (I'pyjuh, 1913, 1996;
Pavici¢, 1953), Archives of the Orthodox
Church Museum, etc. The Turkish period in
West Slavonia started in 1543 upon the fall
of the Bela Stena fortress and ended with
the liberation of Gradiska (Stara Gradiska,
authors’ comment) and Pakrac area in 1691.
The once united Slavonia territory was
divided between Turkey (Lower Slavonia) and
Austria (Upper Slavonia) while the Military
Border mostly populated by the Serbs were
formed in both regions. The Turks settled
deserted areas with new population, mostly
Serbs, differently referred to by different
sources (Martolosi, Vlasi, Rasci, schismatics)
(Smiciklas, 1891, p. 37, 86, 148). It was in
1691 that the Turks were banned south from
the Sava River and the Treaty of Karlowitz
from 1699 set the borderline between Austria
and Turkey along this river. North from the
Sava River was the Military Border including
Slavonia as its part, the purpose of which was
to defend Austria-Hungary, i.e. Christians in
central and west Europe (Fig. 3).

After multiple reorganizations, the new
spatial-functional organization resulted in
formation of the Posavina Military Border
(generalat) with three regiments: Gradiska
(West Slavonia), Brod and Petrovaradin. There
were 30 Serbian and 10 German families
participating in the formation of Gradiska
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Ca. 3. Bojna kpajuna y XVIII Bujexy (Bynetuh, 1996)

Fig. 3. The Military Border in 18th century (Bynetuh, 1996)

ce He nmomume. beuku mpodecop craructuke
Bbpaxenu HaBonu na je cpeaunom XIX Bujeka y
MIPOCTOPY CIaBOHCKE BojHE rpaHuIle HACTambEHO
310,964 cTaHOBHUKA CpIICKE HAapOJHOCTHU
(Brahelli, 1861), npyru Haponu ce He HaBOJE.
Hwo 3amagne CrnaBonwuje, onHocHO [locaBuHa
C Jy)KHMM Jujesniom noOpha ymasu y cactaB
Bojue xpajune, a cjeBepHH MOOPACKHA MPOCTOP
ersuctupa y ¢eynannoj opranmsamuju (Ci.
3). Ilpema TOMeE, KyITYypOJOWIKH j€JUHCTBEH
MPOCTOP U CTAHOBHUIITBO 3amaane CilaBoHU]E
MOJ[jeJbEHU Cy Y JIBa pas3lW4yuTa JPYyIITBEHA
CHUCTEMa M pa3IM4YUTEe CUCTEME MPOCTOPHO-
¢dyukuoHanHe opranm3anuje. OBa momjena

(Friedrichsdorf, Germ. Modern day Nova
Gradiska, authors’ comment), which was a
new settlement in the regiment center within
the Military Border (Pavici¢, 1953). There was
no record of Croatian population. Brachelli,
a Vienna professor of statistics, inferred that
310,964 Serbs occupied Slavonia Military
Border in mid-19th century (Brahelli, 1861),
but was no mention of other populations.
A part of West Slavonia, i.e. Posavina and
south highland areas, belonged to the Military
Border whereas north highland area remained
a part of the feudal organization (Fig. 3).
Therefore, the culturally unique space and the
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yTUIaJa je Ha Pa3gudyuT COLMjaJHU CTaTyC
CTaHOBHUIITBA M HETOB YKYIHHU JIPYIITBEHU
T0JI0KA], HEYJ€/IHAauUeH KYJITYpHH Pa3Boj U 1aJbiby
etHorenesy. [Ipoctop cnaBoncke Bojue kpajune,
kao 1 BojHe kpajuHe yomiire, Mo TUPEKTHOM je
ynpaBoM beda, cTporom BOjHOM OpTaHU3aIH]joM,
rapaHTOBaHOM C€JI000/10M Bje€pPOUCIIOBJECTU H
JPYTUM KOJEKTHBHO rapaHTOBaHUM cCi00o0aama
u npaBuMa (Banudek, 1878). Y npoctop Bojue
KpajuHe KOHCTAHTHO C€ JI0CEJbaBa CPIICKO
CTaHOBHHUIITBO YKJbY4yjyhu c€ y HEH BOJHO-
MPUBpPENIHN CUCTEeM. VICTOBpeMeHO, YHATod
Brnamkum crarytuma (Statuta Valachorum 1630.
TOIMHE) U JPYTUM IOBeJhbaMa 3arapaHTOBaHUM
MpaBUMa CJIO00/IE BjEPOUCIIOBjECTH M CTaTyca
c1000AHUX ceJhbaKa, OABHjasia c€ KOHCTaHTHA
O6opOa CprICKOT MPaBOCIABHOT CTAaHOBHHIITBA
3a OYyBam€ BjEPOUCIIOBjECTH, HALMOHAIHOT
6uha u coumjanHor craryca. [loj koHCTaHTHUM
MPUTUCIIIMA KAaTOJIMYKE IPKBE W AP)KaBHHUX
CTPYKTypa OJABHjaJd Cy C€ IIOCTEIEHO
npoiiecu yHHujahemwa U MOKaTOJINYEHha CPIICKOT
MIPaBOCJIaBHOT CTAaHOBHUINTBA, a kpajeM XIX
BHMjeKa KpoaTH3aluje Koja yKJbydyje U U0
IpyTHUX €THOca HaBeneHor mpoctopa. OBu
MPOIIECH MHjCHATU CYy OJHOC Y OPOJHOCTH H
MPOCTOPHOM pa3MjellITajy €THUUYKHUX TpyIa,
OIHOCHO CPIICKOT CTAHOBHHUIIITBA K HOBOHACTAJIOT
XpBarckor. [eHepasHO, CPIICKO MPaBOCIABHO
CTaHOBHMIUTBO Yy 3anaHoj CiiaBoHUjU OUTHO je,
n3Mel)y ocTaror, carieaBaTi U ¢ aclieKTa Kpajibe
3ara/iHe TPaHUIIE CPIICKOT €THUYKOT IPOCTOpa U
3amajiHe TpaHUIE MpaBociaBjba ¢ oapeheHuM
JP>KaBOTBOPHUM €JIEMEHTHMA.

Vkunawem Bojue kpajune 1881. romune
MHje€Hha Cce€ YKYNHH CTaTyCc HaBeJeHOT
reonpoctopa (T€ONMOJUTUYKHU, TpPaBHHU,
JIPYLWITBEHU W EKOHOMCKH). Y TpoMjeHama
YHYTpallllbe MOJUTUYKE U TEPUTOpHjaTHE
opranmzaiuje, 1e(uHICaHN TeOPOCTOP JTOBEICH
j€ y TOJIoXKaj MOJIMTUYKOT HajJMeTama umelhy
MOjeAMHUX MOJUTUYKHUX aKTepa C HarllallleHOM
TeXmoM baHcke XpBaTcke na ra MOJUTHYKH
HHTErpulie. Y TOM Iepuoay XpBarcka ce
MPOCTHUPE HA MOJPYYjy KajKaBCKOT M YaKaBCKOT
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population of West Slavonia were divided into
two different social systems and two different
systems of spatial-functional organization.
The division resulted in the stratified social
status, the population position in general, the
unbalanced cultural development and further
ethnic-genesis. The Slavonia Military Border
and the Military Border in general were under
direct Austrian jurisdiction; the military
organization was strict, the religious freedom
was guaranteed as well as collective freedom
and rights (Banuuek, 1878). The Military
Border region was constantly being settled
by the Serbian population who participated in
the military and commercial systems. At the
same time, despite Statuta Valachorum (1630)
and other acts which guaranteed religious
freedom and other rights to the free peasants,
there was a constant fight of the Orthodox
Serbs for the preservation of their religious
affiliation, national being and social status.
The regular pressure by the Church of Rome
and government bodies resulted in gradual
processes of Catholicization of Orthodox
Serbs. The end of 19th century witnessed the
process of Croatization, which included not
only Serbs but some other population as well.
These processes impinged on the population
and spatial distribution of ethnic groups, i.e.
Serbs and newly-formed Croats. Generally,
it is crucial to observe the Serbian Orthodox
population in West Slavonia as the ending
west borderline of the Serbian ethnic space
and the west borderline of Orthodoxy which
at the time had its specific statehood elements.

The abolishment of the Military Border
in 1881 completely changed this geo-
space (geopolitically, legally, socially, and
economically). The new internal political
and territorial organization put this region
into a position of being a subject of
competition among different political actors;
the Banovina of Croatia displayed strong
ambition to politically integrate the whole
region. In that period Croatia covered areas
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nujanexra. TeputopujamHo MpOIIUpEHE
octBapyje 1881. rogune unTerpucameM Bojue
KpajuHe y okBupy Xa030ypluke MoOHapxuje,
3atuM 1939. ronune y ckioiy aiMUHUCTPATUBHO-
tTeputopujaiHe nogjene Kpasmesune Jyrocnasuje
n 1945. ronuHEe y cacTaBy COIMjaIUCTUIKE
Jyrocnasuje. Ilocnuje ykunamwa Bojue kpajune,
ofipeheHu ApKaBOTBOPHU €JIEMEHTH Ha MIPOCTOPY
CnaBonuje m [lanmanuje cadyyBaHU Cy, LITO
noTBphyje M BUIIE 3aKOHOAABHUX ypeaodu
AycTpoyrapcke MOHapXHje KOojuMa C€ HaBOJH
Ja ce MMEHOBaHE ypende OZHOCE Ha 3eMJbe
XpBarcke, CrnaBonuje u Janmanuje. Usmelyy
0OCTaJOr TUME Ce€ MOTBplyje Ma HE MOCTOjU
MpaBHA JPXKABOTBOPHA I[jeJIOBUTOCT XPBaTCKE,
KaKo TO JJaHac XpBaTcka ucropuorpaduja TBpau,
Beh BuIlle MOMUTUYKKUX CyOjeKTUBUTETA YHYTap
AycTpoyrapcke MOHapxHje.

3aBpmietkoM [IpBOr cBjeTckor para,
HecTajameM AyCTpoyrapcke MOHapXuje Hu
ocuuBaweM KpaseBune, Cpba, XpBaTta u
Cnosenana (KpaseeBuna Jyrocnasuja ox 1929.
ronune), Cpbu y Tamammoj XpBaTCKO] Cy
IpKaBOTBOPHU Hapoa. IIpaBHO-moiuTHYKa
paBHomnpaBHocT Cpba ¢ XpBaTCKUM HapoIOM
MpEeKUHyTa je 3a Bpujeme Jlpyror cBjeTCKOT
para y okBupy HesaBuche apxaBe XpBarcke
(1941-1945), xao ¢dammcTUYKe TBOPEBUHE, Y
K0jOj ce o/BHjao HajBehy MPOTOH M yHHIITEHE
Cpba y wuctopuju. Y COUMJaTUCTHYKO]
JyrocnaBuju TOHOBO je YycCHOCTaBJbeHA
KOHCTHUTYTHBHOCT CPIICKOT Hapoja y XpBaTcKoj.
VYyemthe Cpb6a y antudamuctuukoj 0opodw,
y MpoCTOpYy JaHalike XpBaTcke, aaje joj
JETUTUMUTET aHTU(DAIIMCTHYKE JIP’KAaBE YHATOU
¢damucTHukor ompexajesbema y pary. lIpaBHu
craryc CrnaBoHH]je y caBpeMeHO] XPBaTCKO]
3aMHUjCHEH j€ PEruOHAIHUM HACHTUTETOM,
Te HeMma JApXaBOTBOPHE eJeMeHTe. Y
CaBpeMEHO] peruoHanu3anuju XpBaTCKe U Y
aIMUHUCTPATUBHO-TEPUTOPHUjATHO] TIOJjEIIH
nojam CraBoHUja HECTaje, a MPUITMKOM yIoTpede
MOTEHIIMPA C€ Y CMUCIY PETHOHAIHOKYITYPHOT
uaenturera. KoncrurytuBaoct Cpba y XpBarckoj
ykuHyTa je 1990. rommHe, MpeHMMEHOBaHEM

of kajkavian and cakavian dialect. The
territorial extension took place in 1881 as
the Military Border became an integral part
of Austria-Hungary; other expansions took
place within the administrative-territorial
division of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in
1939 and within socialist Yugoslavia in 1945.
Once the Military Border was abolished,
some statehood elements were preserved
in Slavonia and Dalmatia and the evidence
may be found in several legal decisions of
Austria-Hungary which referred to countries
of Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia. This only
confirms that there was no legal statehood
unity of Croatia (as advocated by modern
Croatian historiography) but only several
different political subjects within Austria-
Hungary.

Once the World War I ended, Austria-
Hungary ceased to exist and the Kingdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenians (the Kingdom
of Yugoslavia from 1929) was created. As a
result, the Serbs in Croatia were a constitutive
nation. The Serbs lost their constitutional
rights during the World War II within the
Independent State of Croatia (1941-1945),
which was a fascist entity responsible for
the largest exile and holocaust of the Serbs
in history. In SFR Yugoslavia, the Serbs
reclaimed their constitutional rights in
Croatia. The fact that the Serbs in Croatia
participated in the anti-fascist movement
gave this country an anti-fascist status
despite the clear fascist affiliation of the
Croats during the war. Legally, in modern day
Croatia Slavonia has the status of a region
and has no statehood elements. The modern
regionalization and administrative-territorial
division of Croatia does not recognize the
term Slavonia and only uses it to refer to the
regional-cultural values. The Serbs finally
lost their constitutional status in Croatia in
1990 and they have been a national minority
ever since. The 1990 events resulted in a
referendum and proclamation of the Republic
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CPIICKOT Hapoja y HallMOHalHy MamwuHy. To je
pesyaTupano pedhepeHayMOM M MPOTIIAMIEHEM
Penybnuke Cprcke Kpajune Ha cprckom
HCTOPUJCKOM M €THHYKOM MPOCTOPY, YIIIABHOM
noayaapHoM ca rpanHunama BojHe kpajune.
Yuyrap Penyonumke Cprcke Kpajune, koja
MMa HEKOJIMKO KOHCTUTYTUBHUX HCTOPHU]jCKO-
reorpadckux obmactu, y nepuoay 1991-1995.
roguHe, er3ucrupana je Cpricka ayTOHOMHA
obmnact 3anaana CnaBonuja (Ci. 4). IIpoctop
Cpricke ayToHOMHE oOnactu 3anagHe CiiaBoHUje
HactamuBano je 1991. rogune 145,132
CTaHOBHHKA, of 4yera 62,500 wiu 43.3 % CpOa
(penatuBHa BehuHa) u ipeko 6,000 JyrocmoBeHa
(Savezni zavod za statistiku SFRJ, 1991),
YIJIaBHOM CPIICKOT TIOpHjeKJIa.

of Srpska Krajina within the historical and
ethnic Serbian areas that mostly matched
the Military Border territory. The Serbian
Autonomous Region of West Slavonia existed
within Republic of Srpska Krajina (which
comprised of several constitutional historical-
geographical regions) from 1991 to 1995
(Fig. 4). In 1991, the Serbian Autonomous
Region of West Slavonia had the population
of 145,132 people of which 62,500 (43.3 %,
relative majority) were the Serbs and more
than 6,000 declared themselves as Yugoslavs
who were mostly of Serbian origin (Savezni
zavod za statistiku SFRJ, 1991).
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Ca. 4. Cprcka ayroHomHa oOnacT 3anagHa CnaBonuja (“Cpricka ayToHOMHa o6iact 3anajiHa
CnaBonwuja,” 1993)

Fig. 4. Serbian Autonomous Region of West Slavonia (“Cprcka ayronomHa obnacT 3anaaHa
CnaBonwuja,” 1993)
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[Touetkom paTHUX cykobOa 1991. ronunue
npoctop Cpricke ayToHOMHE 00JacTu 3amaaHa
CnaBonuja cBeneH je Ha nojapyyje OKyyaHCKO-
nakpadkor kpaja (Cin. 4) u nocieenma je ¢asa y
HecTajamy ApkaBoTBopHOcTH Cpba 3amagHe
CnaBonwmje. BojuoM uHTEpBeHIjOM y Majy 1995.
ronuHe XpBaTrcka je HacuiiHO, Kpuiehu Hopme
Mel)yHapoaHOT npaBa, MHTErpUcajia 0Baj IpOCTOp
y Ap>KaBHO-TIPaBHU CUCTEM XpBarcke mporoHehu
oko 20,000 mpeoctanmux Cpba. CucremMarckum
€THUYKUM YHUIINEHEM CPIICKOT MCTOPHUJCKOT U
€THUYKOT 1pocTopa 3anaaxe ClnaBoHHje U JPYTUX
JIMjeNioBa JaHallmke XPpBaTcke, ,,J[eBaCTalld]joM,
oTyhemeM U TNpucCBajalbeM MaTepUjaHUX HU
KyJITypHHUX 100apa, BjeKOBHO CTBapaHHX Of
CPIICKOT Hapoya, ypyllaBa ce CPIICKO HAIIMOHAHO
6uhe, IETOB UACHTUTET U €THOTEPUTOPHjATHOCT
(OKukosuh, 2017, ctp. 567) y caBpemeHO]
XpBarckoj.

CTAIBE U ITEPCITEKTUBA CPIICKOI
HAPOJA Y CPIICKOM NCTOPUIJCKOM
N ETHUYKOM ITPOCTOPY 3AITAJTHE
CJIABOHUIJE

['yOUTKOM MONUTUYKO-NIPABHOT CTaTyca H
JPKABOTBOPHOCTH TOJ0XKa] CPIICKOT HapoAa y
JIaHAIH0] XPBATCKO] CYIITUHCKH j€ U3MH]jCH-EH.
HemoryhHOCT nOBOJBHE 3aIITUTE HAITMOHAIHUX
MHTEpeca MOCJbeIMYHO je MaHUu(pecToBaHA
HU30M NpobnemMa (TOTUTHYKO-TIPAaBHUM, COIHO-
€KOHOMCKHUM M KYJITYPOJIOLIKUM) ILTO Y KPajiheM
NPOYKYje ypyIlaBame HAIIMOHAIHOT HICHTUTETa
U eTHoTepuTOpUjatHocTH. HaBenenu npobnemu
JETEPMUHUCAHU Cy y OCHOBHM HCTOPH]CKO-
reorpa)CKUM pa3BoOjeM, ald U CaBPEMEHHM
pa3BojHUM (aKTOpHMa, KOju onpelyjy cTBapHOCT
OuTHCama CPICKOT €THOCA, YCIOBHO H
MIEPCIIEKTHBY HErOBOT HAIIMOHATHOT Ouha.

Cpncku €THMYKHM MNpocTop 3amajaHe
CnaBoHuje, y CaBpEeMEHO] aJIMUHUCTPATUBHO-
TEPUTOPHjATTHO] T (hepeHIMjalij 1, TTO/IjeIbEH je Ha
BUIILIE )KyTIaHH]a Ca XPBaTCKOM €THUYKOM BehHHOM
YiMe C€ HUIOJAIITaBa €THOTEPUTOPHU)jATHOCT
cprckor Hapoza y 3anaaHoj CrnaBoHuju, foBoaehu
y NHUTamke MO0JIOKA] U MEPCIEKTUBY HErOBOT
HaloHaHor Oouha.

As the war started 1991, Serbian
Autonomous Region of West Slavonia was
narrowed down to Okucani-Pakrac area
(Fig. 4) which represented the final step
towards the abolition of statehood of the
Serbs in West Slavonia. During the May 1995
military intervention, Croatia violently broke
international legal norms and integrated the
region into its own state and legal system after
prosecuting around 20,000 surviving. The
systematical ethnic cleansing of the historical
and ethnic Serbian space of West Slavonia
and other parts of modern day Croatia as
well as ,,the devastation, dispossession
and appropriation of material and cultural
Serbian heritage impair the Serbian national
being, their identity and ethnic territoriality*
(KuBkoBuh, 2017, p. 567) in Croatia
nowadays.

THE CONDITION AND PERSPECTIVE
OF THE SERBIAN POPULATION IN
THEIR HISTORICAL AND ETHNIC

SPACE IN WEST SLAVONIA

The loss of their political-legal status of
a constituent people essentially altered the
position of Serbs in modern day Croatia.
The inability to protect their national
interests resulted in a whole range of
problems (political, legal, social-economic,
and cultural) which eventually caused
deterioration of Serbian national identity
and ethnic territoriality. All these problems
are primarily determined by the historical-
geographical growth as well as modern factors
which define the Serbian ethnic being and the
people’s perspective.

The modern administrative-territorial
differentiation divides Serbian ethnic space
in West Slavonia into several counties with
Croatian ethnic majority which annuls
Serbian ethnic territoriality in West Slavonia
and threatens the position and perspective of
Serbs and their national existence.
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VYKyIHH caBpeMeHH JIeMOoTeor pa)CKu IPOLIECH
CPIICKOT €THOCa y TOAPYYjy CPIICKOT €THUYKOT
poCTOpa y JaHaIlkboj XPBAaTCKOj, OJHOCHO
CPIICKOT €THUUKOT IpocTtopa 3amaane CraBoHuje,
Te XpBaTCKE YOIIIITE, KAPAKTECPHUII:

— Kpajma aeMorpadcka yrpokeHOCT CPIICKOT

Haposa — MUTamke OUOJIOIIKE OP)KUBOCTH,

— KYATYpHA U €THUYKA aCUMUJIALH]a,
— oryhewme u mpucBajame BpIO BpHjEAHE

KyJITYpHE, MaTepHjaJiHe 1 TyXOBHE OallTHHe,
—  JIeBaCTHpAarsE BJEKOBHO CTBAPAHUX UCTOPH]CKO-

KyATYPHHX BpHUJEAHOCTH W MaTepujaTHHX

nobapa.

[Ipema 3BaHUYHMM pe3yATaTHMa TOCIHEIHET
Monuca CTaHOBHUINTBA y XpBarckoj je 2011.
rogune xkuBjerno 186,633 cTraHOBHHKA CpIICKE
HAIIMOHATHOCTH, OTHOCHO Mame Of jenHe Tpehune
CpIICKe momyiauuje y ogHocy Ha 1991. roguny.
Nako ce paau o 3BaHUYHMM TONMCUMA, HAaBEJCHE
roziatke o HacTameHnM Cpouma y XpBarckoj Tpeda
Y3€TH C BEJIMKOM pe3epBoM. McTpaxuBama BUIle
Pa3MUUTHX MHCTUTYIIM]a U OpraHu3alija MoKasyjy
na 'y XpBaTrcKoj KMBU 3HATHO Marbe MPUITAIHUKA
CPIICKOT Hapoja, ¢ YMME Cy CarIacHU M ayTOpH
pana. Y mpuiior ToMe ToBOpE M MOJALM XPBAaTCKe
Bnasie, 1o kojuma oz 130,220 peructposanux Cpda
MOBpaTHUKa, CBaku Tpehum xuBM y XpBaTckoj
(Mesi¢ & Bagi¢, 2011). [lakne, y XpBarckoj
ersuctupa oko 95,000 Cpba, ogHOCHO yrona
Mame O]l MojaTaka Koje MPEe3eHTY]y 3BaHUYHH
CTaTUCTUYKH U3BOpH. Paznuka y mpencraBbeHIM
nojanuMa je y (opMaaHOM IpHUjaBbUBALY
Mjecta craimHor OopaBka CpOa ,,moBpaTHHKA“
paay ocTBapHBama OCHOBHHX Ipal)aHCKHX MpaBa
(perynucame UIMOBHHE, PAJHOT CTaXa, IEH3UOHOT
U 37]paBCTBEHOT OCUTYpama, ...). Y KOHTEKCTY
HaBeIeHUX JAeMorpadckux KpeTama Tpebda
MOCMATPaTH U CPIICKU €THUYKH IIPOCTOP y 3araiHoj
CnaBoHuju. Y HaBeIECHOM IPOCTOPY €r3UCTUpPA
cBera Hekonmko xusbaaa Cpba (oko 6,000), omHOCHO
CBAKH JIECETU CTAHOBHUK Y offHOCY Ha 1991. ronuny.
[IpucyTHO CTAaHOBHHMIITBO j€ M3PAa3UTO BHCOKE
CTapoCHE 100, BHILIE Of MPOCjeYyHE CTAPOCTH
YKyIHE cpricke nomynaiuje y Xpsarckoj (Ci. 5)
Koja npenasu 53 romune (Drzavni zavod za statistiku
Republike Hrvatske, 2013a).
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The overall demographic and geographical
processes which the Serbs undergo within their
ethnic space in West Slavonia and Croatia
nowadays are characterized by the following
features:
the urging demographic threat to the Serbs
whose national biological existence is on
the verge of sustainability,

— cultural and ethnic assimilation,

— expropriation and usurpation of extremely
valuable cultural, material and religious
heritage,

— devastation of historical-cultural and
material goods generated for centuries.
According to the latest official population

census results in Croatia (2011), the Serbian

population was 186,633 people which meant
less than one third of the 1991 Serbian
population. Despite the fact that these are
official records, the data on the number
of Serbs in Croatia should be taken with
precaution. Namely, studies run by many
different institutions and organizations
inferred a much lesser number of Serbs living
in Croatia, which is also an opinion shared
by authors of this paper. This conclusion

is supported by the fact that out of 130,220

Serbian returnees registered by the Croatian

government every third of them lives in the

country (Mesi¢ & Bagi¢, 2011). Therefore,
the real number of Serbs living in Croatia is
around 95,000 or less than half presented in the
official records. The disparity in the figures is
caused by the formal permanent residence of
many Serbs who are trying to materialize their
basic civil rights (property ownership, years
of service, retirement and health insurance,
etc.). The Serbian ethnic space in West

Slavonia should be analyzed in terms of this

demographic statistics. The region is populated

by only several thousand Serbs (around 6,000),

i.e. every tenth citizen when compared with

1991 statistics. The population in question

comprises people of extremely old age (Fig.

5) who are above the average age of Serbs

in Croatia (53) (Drzavni zavod za statistiku

Republike Hrvatske, 2013a).
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Cn. 5. CrapocHa CTpyKTypa YKYITHOT CTAHOBHUIIITBA XPBATCKE M CPIICKOT cTaHOBHUINTBA y 2011.
ronunu (Drzavni zavod za statistiku Republike Hrvatske, 2013b)
Fig. 5. Age structure of overall Croatian population and Serbian population in 2011 (Drzavni zavod
za statistiku Republike Hrvatske, 2013b)

Pa3BojHu mporecu on1BUjajy ce y MpaBIly
cTapema U HM3yMHUpama CpICKe MoIyJalnuje y
CPIICKOM E€THHYKOM TpocTopy 3anaane CiaBoHHje
¥ YOIIIITE CPIICKOM €THIHYKOM IIPOCTOPY JIAHAIIIHE
XpBarcke. Jlakie, MOXKe Ce€ 3aKJbYUUTH J1a CPIICKU
€THOC Yy XPpBaTcKOj KapakTepuine jeMorpadceka
Jenpecuja, Kao TMOCJbEAHIa paTHUX 30MBarba
(1991—-1995), Te cBeyKyIHOT NOIUTHYKOT, IIPABHOT,
COLMjaJTHOT U Ky/ATYypHOT nosioxaja Cpoa.

['yOsbery HAIMOHAJIHOT HJACHTUTETA
(je3uk, MUCMO, BJEPOUCIIOB]JECT, ...) TOMPUHOCH
HETIOMITOBAakb€ OCHOBHUX TpahaHCKHX W
HanmoHaHUX mpaBa CpbOa, xoju y3 Powme,
MpEeACTaBJbajy HAjBUIIE MapruHAIN30BaHE H
COLIMjaJTHO UCKJbYYeHe ApyluTBeHe rpyne (Gjenero,
2012). [Ipouecu acumuialyje U pa3aInduTi BUI0BU
MPUTHCAKa Ha CPIICKO CTAHOBHHIITBO, Y3 TOBOP
MPKEbE, KOHTHHYHPAHO Cy TIPUCYTHH.

Pazmmauty acrekTy miporieca miodanmsaije,
CBE MPHUCYTHHMjU HA TEONpocTopy Jyromcrodyne
EBporie, nonpunoce oxHapohaBamwy U yOp3aHOM
ryOJbeby HALMOHATHOT MJEHTHTETA, JT0JaTHO
noacTuuyhn HaBeleHe TMpoIece y CPIICKO]
nonynanuju. JlyXoBHU pa3Boj W HAATPalba, TE
YKyITHa Ca0DOPHOCT CPIICKOT HAIlMOHAJTHOT Ounha y
CPIICKOM TE€OHpPOCTOPY, MPETHOCTABKA j& HEroBe
MIEPCTIEKTUBHOCTH. Y TOM KOHTEKCTY MOTPEOHO je
MOCMaTpaTy U CPIICKY MOMYNAlHjy y JaHAIIKbO]
XpBarckoj.

Currently, there is a tendency of aging
and extinction of the Serbian population
within their ethnic space in West Slavonia
and Croatia in general. Hence, we may infer
that the Serbian ethnos in Croatia is affected
by demographic depression and weakened
political, legal, social and cultural positions,
which is a consequence of 1991-1995 war.

Disrespect of basic human rights of the
Serbs, who are along with the Roma the most
marginalized and socially excluded group,
leads towards a loss of national identity
(alphabet, language, religion) (Gjenero,
2012). Processes of assimilation and different
types of pressure, along with hatred speech,
are constantly present.

Different aspects of globalization
present in South-East Europe only add to the
alienation and loss of national identity, which
in turn fastens the aforementioned processes
faced by the Serbian population. It is crucial
for the nation’s perspective in general to turn
back to religious practice as the national
religious affiliation has always been a bond
between the people. The perspective of the
Serbs in modern day Croatia should also be
regarded from this point of view.

The position of Serbs in Croatia is
nowadays threatened by severe material
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VYkynuu mnonoxaj Cpba y caBpeMEHO]
XpBarckoj yrpoXkeH je pa3Mmjepama pazapamba
CPIICKMX Hacesba, YHHIITABAEM H OTyhemeM
CpIICKE UMOBHHE, YHUILTaBakHEM, JEBACTUPAHEM
1 oTyhemeM KylTypHHUX, TyXOBHUX M MaTepHjaTHAX
nobapa cprckor Haponma (IpkBe, MY3€jH,
6ubmoreke, rpodJba, CIOMEHUILIN ), YUME CE 3aTHPE
HCTOPH)CKO MPUCYCTBO U IONPUHOC CPIICKOT HApOJia
pa3Bojy M3yuaBaHOr reomnpoctopa. Otyhemem u
TIPHCBAjaleM KYATYPHUX J00apa B MpeKpajameM
WCTOPH]CKUX YMEbEHHIIA CJTA0M CPIICKO HAITMOHATHO
ouhe, a Hamorpalyyje ce u jada XpBaTCKy UACHTHTET.
HaBenenun BHIOBU JAECTpYKIMje HAIVIAIICHO CY
UCTIOJbEHU Y CPIICKOM MCTOPUJCKOM M €THHYKOM
npoctopy 3anagHe Cnasonuje. I[loueTkom
rpahaHckor para MOPYIICHO je M crajbeHo 129
3armaHocIaBoHCKuX cena (Macnuh, 1993, crp.
344). Y nyXOBHOM TOIVIEY KYJITYPHH HUACHTUTET
HapyIlIeH je, n3Mel)y ocTalior, pa3apambeM BjepCKUX
o0jekara u yHHITaBameM ouodmmoreke [lakpayako-
CIIABOHCKE elapxuje, jeJHe Of HajBpHUjCAHUJUX
pusnuna Cpricke npaBociaBHe 1pkse (Ci. 6).
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devastation of Serbian settlements,
demolition and expropriation of property,
cultural and religious heritage (churches,
museums, libraries, cemeteries, monuments),
which represents an attempt to conceal their
historical presence and contribution to this
geo-space. The expropriation of cultural
heritage and modification of historical facts
weaken the Serbian national being and
strengthen Croatian national identity. All
these types of destruction are evident within
the Serbian historical and ethnic space in
West Slavonia. As the civil war started, 129
villages were burned to the ground in West
Slavonia (Macnuh, 1993, p. 344). Speaking
of religion, the cultural identity was impaired
by the demolition of many religious facilities
along with the library of Eparchy of Pakrac-
Slavonia, which was one of the most valuable
treasuries of the Serbian Orthodox Church

(Fig. 6).
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Ca. 6. CnaBoHCKa enapxuja — MOpyIIEeHH U AeBACTUPAHH BJE€PCKH MPABOCIaBHU 00JE€KTH Y MIEPHOIY
1991-1992. ronune (Muneycuuh, 1997, ctp. 197)
Fig. 6. The Eparchy of Slavonia — demolished and devasted Orthodox facilities in the 1991—1992
periods (Muneycuuh, 1997, p. 197)
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Y ckmany ¢ Baxehum eBpomCcKUM
3aKOHOJABCTBOM M 3aXTj€BHMa Y IOIITOBAbY
JbYJICKUX TIpaBa, XpBaTCKa Jip>kaBa ofpeheHum
3aKOHCKUM ypenbama (3akoH O MoApydYjuMa
nocebHe JpxkaBHE CKpOHM, pecTHUTyUHja
BJIACHUIITBA, JjeTUMUYHA OOHOBA MOPYIIEHUX
kyha, 0OHOBa MOjeAMHUX CPIICKUX HAIIMOHATHUX
MHCTUTYIMja M OpraHusainuja) y onapeheHoj
MjepH, HH TPUOIMKHO JTOBOJHHO], YECTO CaMO
JIeKJIapaTUBHO, JAjeNyje y MpaBlly MoOoJblIama
ycioBa xuBota Cpba y Xpsarckoj. Pa3Boj
MOJIUTUYKO-TIPABHUX M JPYTHMX HAIlMOHATHUX
MHCTUTYIMja TPETIOCTaBKa j€ OINCTAaHKy H
OJIP’KMBOM Pa3BOjy CPIICKOT HaIMoOHAIHOT Ouha,
OYyBamba UJCHTUTETAa U €THOTEPUTOPU)jAITHOCTH.

[IpoGneme cprckor eTHoca y 3amajuHoj
CnaBonuju u XpBarckoj HHje Moryhe pjemaBatu
0e3 caryiejaBama CPIICKOT HAIIMOHATIHOT MHUTaba
y IJeJUHHU, KA0 KJbYYHOT TEOIMOJUTUYKOT H
KyJITYpHOT pa3BojHOT (pakTopa bankana, o uemy je
cBojeBpeMeHo nrcao 1 Joau L[Bujuh. YeakaBameM
pEJIEBAaHTHUX AaKTyeIHUX W TOTEHIIHjaJTHUX
¢akTopa pa3Boja, YHYTPALIBET U CIOJbAIIHET
Kapakrepa, Moryhe je pjerieme OpojHIX podiema
CPIICKOT HapoZa Y HerOBOM €THUYKOM IPOCTOPY
U TUME Hherose peButanuzanyje. Jledpunucame
CPIICKOT E€THHYKOT TIPOCTOpa, 4YyBame U
pa3BUjambe HALMOHAIHOT UICHTUTETA U UBPCTH
OIHOCH HALIMOHAJTHE MATHIIE U CPIICKE JTNjacrope
NpEeTHOCTaBKa Cy HAaIMOHAJTHOM pa3Bojy
(Manauh, 2013). Y KOHKPETHOM, yCIIOCTaBIhAE
KYJITYpHE ayTOHOMHj€ CpPICKOI Hapoja Yy
HETOBOM HCTOPUJCKOM U €THUYKOM IPOCTOPY Y
JIaHAIK0] XPBATCKOj M TPAHCTPAaHUYHE Capajlibe
CPIICKOT €THMYKOT NpOCTOpa y XpBarckoj ca
Cpbujom u PemryOnukom CprickoM MOYETHU Cy U
HEONXO/IHU KOpally y MPETIOCTaBIH pjelIaBamba
HaBEJICHUX MpoOeMa CPIICKOT Hapojia U HEroBe
€THOTEPUTOPHjATTHOCTH. [ eHepaIHo, EHTPAIHO
MUTalke CPIICKE MOJUTHUYKE Ipakce, uzMely
OCTAaJIOT, je U Y HaBEJICHUM KOHCTaTaIlijamMa.

To a certain extent but not nearly
adequately, Croatia hypothetically operates
in order to improve life conditions for the
Croatian Serbs in line with the existing
European legislation and demands on
human right protection through certain legal
regulations (the Law on Areas of Special
State Concern, ownership restitution,
partial reconstruction of devastated
households, renovation of some Serbian
national institutions and organizations). The
development of political-legal and other
national institutions is a condition for the
survival, preservation and sustainable growth
of Serbian nationhood, identity and etnical
territoriality.

Problems encountered by the Serbs in
West Slavonia and Croatia cannot be solved
without taking into consideration the Serbian
national question which represents a crucial
geopolitical and cultural development factor
of the Balkans as was advocated by Jovan
Cvijic. Appreciation of relevant existing
and potential development factors, both
internal and external, might help solve
many Serbian problems within their ethnic
space, which would eventually lead to the
nation’s revitalization. Prerequisites for
the national development are the definition
of Serbian ethnic space, preservation and
strengthening of national development,
and strong connection between the national
homeland and diaspora (Mawmaguh, 2013).
More specifically, the starting points for
solving Serbian national issues are the cultural
autonomy within the historical Serbian ethnic
space in Croatia as well as the cross-boundary
cooperation among the Serbian ethnic space
in Croatia, the Republic of Srpska and Serbia.
More generally, all these facts represent the
central issue of Serbian political practice.
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3AKJbYYAK

Cpricku eTHHYKHM M JYXOBHU HPOCTOP
je kpajem XX BHjeKka 3HA4ajHO CMamEH, a
YKYITHHU TIOJIOXKAj CPIICKOT HApPOAA, y €BPOIICKO]
CaBPEMEHO] HMCTOPHjU, CKIOHOj IMpEKpajamy,
MOJMTUYKYA MAaprUHAIN30BaH. Jle3uHTerparujom
C®P JyrocnaBuje mnpobieMaTu3oBaH je
HaunoHanHu craryc Cpba wuszBan Cpbuje.
Tume je HYXHO KOHCTAaTOBamkE HCTOPHU]jCKUX
YHBCHULA, OTEHIUpame JonpuHoca Cpba y
YKYITHOM HCTOPH)CKO-Teorpad)ckoM pasBojy, Kao
U MPEHUCIIUTUBAKE YKYITHOT MOJ0Kaja CPICKOT
Hapoyia y HOBOHACTAJIMM Jp>KaBaMa U IepLELnjH
MelyyHapoIHe TIOJIUTUYKE JaBHOCTU. Y KOHTEKCTY
HaBesieHOT je u monoxaj Cpba y XpBaTckoj u
3anagnoj CnaBonuju. M3 HaBeneHux pasiora
HEOIXO/IHO je KOHCTATOBATH:

— 3amagna CnaBoHMja je CPIICKH JOMULIMITHHA U
BjEKOBHU €THUYKH ITPOCTOD;

— Cprcko CTaHOBHUIITBO j€ ayTOXTOHO,
HEHACUJIHO HaceJbeHo, JaeMorpadcku
BehuHCKo 110 kpaja XX Bujeka;

— Cprcko CTaHOBHUILITBO j€ KIbYYHH (akKTop
UCTOpHjCKO-Teorpadckor pasBoja 3amagHe
CnaBonuje;

— Bogehu je KOHCTUTYTUBHH U JPKaBOTBOPHHU
eJIeMEHT TOKOM HcTopuje 3anaane CraBoHuje;

— Hecraje u3 3anague CrnaBoHuje npouecuma
€THOLIM/Ia ¥ TEHOIHIA.

— Hageznene koHcTaTamuje NoTBphyjy UCTOpH]jCKe
YUEHUIIE M HAa HbUMa 3aCHOBaHE OpojHE
HCTOPH]jCKE U3BOPE.

OncraHak W peBUTAIM3AIHUja CPIICKOT
€THUYKOT [IPOCTOPA U CPIICKOT HALIMOHATHOT Ouha
y XpBarckoj je y IpaBHUM U OMIITENpruxBaheHIM
IUBWIM3ALM]CKUM BPHjEIHOCTHMA, JEHHCTBY
CPIICKOT HAaIlMOHAJHOT Ouha, y deMmy BaxHY
ynory uma Cpricka npaBociiaBHa I[PKBA, U JACHOM
neduHuCcamky HAIMOHAIHOT MPOrpaMa y peaHuM
TCONOJIUTHYKAM TpPUIUKAMa M CaBPEMEHUM
Pa3BOjHUM IPOLIECHMA.
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CONCLUSION

In late 20th century, Serbian ethnic and
religious space was evidently narrowed
down and the position of the Serbs in modern
European history, inclined to customization, was
politically marginalized. The disintegration of
SFR Yugoslavia raised the issue of the Serbian
national status outside the Serbia borders. Hence,
it is crucial to put forward the historical facts,
stress out the contribution of the Serbs in the
overall historical-geographical development,
as well as to revise position of the Serbs in the
newly-formed states and the perception of the
nation held by the international political public.
In this regard, the position of the Serbs in Croatia
and West Slavonia should be observed. Based on
the aforementioned, the following observations
are made:

— West Slavonia is a Serbian domicile and
centuries old ethnic space;

— The Serbian population is autochthonous; they
settled in peace and represent demographic
majority by the end of the 20th century;

— The Serbian population is a key factor of the
historical-geographical development of West
Slavonia;

— The nation has been a constituent and
statehood element during the history of West
Slavonia;

— The nation vanished from West Slavonia
during the processes of ethnocide and
genocide.

— These facts corroborate historical facts and
historical sources based on them.

The survival and revitalization of the Serbian
ethnic space and national being in Croatia lie in the
legal and generally accepted civilization values,
the unity of the Serbian national being governed
by the Serbian Orthodox Church, and finally, in
a clearly defined national program within the
framework of current geopolitical circumstances
and modern development processes.
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