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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Antimicrobial Consumption

DOI: 10.7251/SMD1302100S  (Scr Med 2013;44:100)

Antibiotic use rates have declined dramatically since the 
1990s,1 in part because of more rational use of these drugs. 
Judicious antibiotic usage is an important tool, both for 
proper treatment of patients and avoidance of bacterial 
resistance to antibiotics. Thus, national surveillance of an-
timicrobial consumption is needed to evaluate the quality 
of antibiotic use.2 The surveillance of outpatient antibiotic 
use in the Republic of Srpska done this year by Markovi -
Pekovi 3 is an important indicator for the quality of local 
outpatient medicine.  

Results of the survey indicate that outpatient use of sys-
temic antibiotics in the Republic of Srpska, with approxi-
mate 19 DDD (DeÞ ned Daily Dose per 1000 inhabitants per 
year), does not exceed that in 32 other European countries, 
yet the European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Consump-
tion (ESAC) stated that such consumption should be fur-
ther reduced.4 To reach this goal, it will be necessary to 
involve the many national programs for family physicians 
and others who work in primary care. In the article on an-
tibiotic use in the Republic of Srpska, the authors did not 
mentioned if such instructions were organized. However, 
they suggested that optimization of antibiotic use will be 
obtained  “…with strict compliance to the guidelines, and 
education of professionals and public.” It would be nice to 
know how such education will be done.

It is a pity that the authors did not detail use of antimi-
crobials in various age groups, especially children. In re-
cent years, outpatient antibiotic utilization has tended to 
decrease within this age group. For example, overall anti-

biotic prescriptions in France decreased by 57% between 
2001 and 2010 in children aged 0 to 24 months, by 50% in 
children aged 25 months to 6 years, and by 46% in children 
older than 6 years of age. 5 In all of these groups, the great-
est reduction occurred in treatment for rhinopharingitis 
(83%), and the lowest reduction was for otitis media, the 
most common disease of childhood.  

Prof. dr Savo Šibali

Emeritus Professor of infection diseases

Medicinski fakultet, Univerzitet u Tuzli

75000 Tuzla

Bosnia and Herzegovina

References

1. Greene SK, Kleinman KP, Lakoma MD, et al.  Trends in anti-

biotic use in Massachusetts children, 2000-2009. Pediatrics. 

2012;130:15-22.

2. Matuz M, Benko R, Hajdu E, Viola R, Soos G. Evaluation of am-

bulatory antibiotic use in Hungary using drug-speciÞ c quality 

indicators. Orv Hetil 2013;154:947-56.

3. Markovi  Pekovi  V, Stoisavljevi -Šatara S, Škrbi  R. Outpatient 

utilization of systemic antibiotics in the republic of Srpska. Scr 

Med 2013;44,8-13.

4. Adriaenssens N, Coenen S, Versporten A et al. European surveil-

lance of antimicrobial consumption (ESAC): quality appraisal of 

antibiotic use in Europe. J Antimicrob Chemother 2011;66:S71-7.

5. Dommergues MA, Hentgen V. Decreased paediatric antibiotic 

consumption in France between 2000 and 2010. Scand J Infect 

Dis 2012;44:495-501.

UDK 6


