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Abstract: The constant recording and evaluation of goal scoring characteristics are important and can present changes 
and evolutionary trends in football. The objective of this study was to analyze the importance of set plays actions for high 
performance football, checking the incidence of goals scored through these actions during the 2018 FIFA World Cup. 169 
goals scored in 64 matches played in the tournament were analysed. The data were obtained from the FIFA website data-
base, through o   cial summaries and videos of the goals scored. According to the results, 68 goals (40.2%) were scored in 
actions originating from set plays. This high number of goals scored shows that these actions can be an important means 
of determining victory in high performance football matches, especially between teams of the same level. Among the main 
reasons to explain the results, we can suggest the following: greater training and tactical improvement, causing a better 
collective e   ciency of the teams in the execution of these actions; and the insertion of VAR technology, mainly causing a 
greater number of penalties. 
Key words: video analysis, match analysis, Russia World Cup, soccer. 
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Sample

 (www.footballia.net).

Method

De  nition of parameters

Figure 1. Own goal originating from set play (Morocco 1 vs. 0 Iran)
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Data analysis

Table 1. Number of goals scored, divided by type of play.

Table 2. Number of goals scored originating from set plays, divided by set play action.
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Table 3. Football tournaments and number of goals scored from set play actions (GSP), absolute and relative frequency.

greater training and tactical improvement

Video Assistant Referee (VAR)
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Sažetak: Konstantno beleženje i ocenjivanje karakteristika postizanja golova je važno i može predstavljati promene 
i evolucione trendove u fudbalu. Cilj ovog istraživanja bio je analizirati važnost postavke igra a za vrhunski fudbal, 
provjeravaju i u estalost postignutih golova kroz ove akcije tijekom Svjetskog prvenstva u fudbalu 2018. godine. An-
alizirano je 169 postignutih golova u 64 odigrane utakmice. Podaci su dobijeni iz baze podataka FIFA web stranice, 
službenih zapisnika i video zapisa postignutih golova. Prema rezultatima, postignuto je 68 golova (40,2%) u radnjama 
koje proizilaze iz postavljene igre. Ovaj veliki broj postignutih golova pokazuje da ove akcije mogu biti važno sredstvo za 
odre ivanje pobede u fudbalskim utakmicama visokih performansi, posebno izme u timova istog nivoa. Me u glavnim ra-
zlozima za objašnjenje rezultata možemo navesti: ve u obuku i takti ko unapre enje, što e rezultirati boljom kolektivnom 
e  kasnoš u timova u izvo enju ovih akcija; i postavljanje VAR tehnologije, uglavnom uzrokuje ve i broj penala.
Klju ne re i: video analiza, analiza me a, Svetsko prvenstvo u Rusiji, fudbal
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